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Endnotes

Inspired by the “Crossing Borders, Crossing Threads” 
theme of the 2013 Association of Northwest Weaving 

Guilds (ANWG) Conference, the Portland Handweav-
ers Guild (PHG) adopted “Inspired by Japan” as our 2013 
Theme of the Year. Our goal was to involve as many mem-
bers as possible in learning about the textile techniques and 
traditions of another country. 

We created four year-long study groups that would pro-
vide most of the items for the ANWG booth. They covered 
four main areas: Japanese weaving techniques, including 
sakiori (weaving with strips of cloth, preferably strips of ki-
mono); kasuri (tied-warp resist-dyeing and weaving); indigo 
dyeing; sashiko (stitching); and kumihimo (braid/cord mak-
ing). Study groups gave monthly updates at guild meetings.

Many guild members wanted to participate but did not 
choose to join a study group, so 
to help them work on their own, 
our librarian made a collection of 
books on Japanese textile tech-
niques and traditions. 

Indigo dyeing, so central to Japa-
nese textiles, became a great source 
of community. Some members had 
expressed frustration at not know-
ing how to dye with indigo, so we 
established a monthly “open indigo 
vat” at a member’s house, available 
to any member from 10 am to 3 pm 
on the third Saturday of the month. 
Many people stopped by to dunk 
something in the pot, in the process 
meeting other members they did 
not know and catching up with old 
friends they had not seen for a while. 

While all the creative activities 
were going on, a committee was 
formed to put together a cohesive 
booth and get it from Portland, Oregon, to Bellingham, 
Washington, for the conference. Committee members were 
phenomenal in their dedication and hard work. We wanted 
the outside of the booth to look like the front of a Japanese 
dry goods store, so we researched the interior and exterior 
of Japanese stores. Our booth would reflect Japanese ideas 
of beauty and be calm, softly lit, and spacious. A committee 
member wove panels for the front of the booth that looked 
like shōji screens. She also created an entry banner with the 
Japanese word musubu painted on it. One of the meanings 

for musubu is “the ties that bind,” which reflected everything 
we wanted to express. 

To gather and share everything members had made for the 
booth we turned our April meeting into a giant show-and-

tell. Members were instructed to fill out 
a registration form with information on 
the piece they were submitting: tech-
nique, fibers, etc. We expected about 
forty-five pieces and received eighty-six. 
People just kept bringing things! When 
people shared what they had created, 
over and over we heard “I have never 
done anything like this before but . . .” 
It was a night of joy and tremendous 
pride.

Faced with almost double the number 
of items we had planned to display, we 
had to overhaul our booth layout. Our 
sparse, calm space became filled with 
a multitude of items that somehow all 
worked together. Luckily we had ar-
ranged to have two booths open as one, 
and we were able to display everything. 
Each item had a tag of indigo-dyed 
paper that gave the artist’s name, the 
technique used, and any other relevant 

information. Booth visitors were given a glossary with expla-
nations of Japanese textile techniques. 

By the end of the conference, we were glowing with pride 
at what a guild could accomplish when so many members 
worked together. We won a number of awards, and were justifi-
ably proud of them, but our main goal had always been to 
foster guild involvement, and that goal was met and exceeded. 

Words of advice to guilds wanting to tackle a similar big 
project? Just do it!  

The Portland Handweavers Guild booth expressing musubu, “the 
ties that bind.” PHOTOS BY KATE DOBBINS

Examples of itajime (clamp-resist dyeing) and 
sakiori (rag weaving). 
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