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From the Editor
A N I T A  O S T E R H A U G

Ilove to visit weavers in other places, and I have had the good fortune to go on 
textile tours to Scandinavia and Latin America. (The Middle East and Far East 
are on my bucket list!) When weavers of different nationalities come together, 

there is always joy. First, there is the joy of knowing that, while we are a small mi-
nority in our own countries, we are part of a vibrant worldwide community. There 
is also the joy of sharing and being inspired by each other’s designs, techniques, 
colorways, tools, and materials. Each encounter influences our future weaving in 
ways conscious and unconscious, subtle or striking.

This issue is dedicated to the joy of fusion weaving, with projects and stories of 

encounters between weavers and cultural traditions. Backstrap weaver Laverne 

Waddington tells of her travels and the weavers she has met. Amanda Robinette 

gives us a modern take on sakiori, traditional Japanese rag-weaving, and Anne Vi-

tell tells us how contemporary Diné weavers (whom you may know as Navajo) are 

evolving the designs handed down to them. We have towels inspired by the pat-

terns of imperial Russia and the bright colors of India, Japanese noren panels to 

grace your home, shibori scarves commemorating Colorado wildfires, and a con-

temporary jacket with an Asian flair that celebrates the breaking down of the bor-

ders that separate us. For the simple moments that are universal, we have a classic 

linen bag to hold fresh bread, and a baby wrap designed for a man’s wardrobe. 

And Tom Knisely brings a smile while teaching us about our looms and the sweet 

spots thereon.

Part of my joy in being a part of Handwoven is the opportunity to tell the stories 

of indigenous weaving traditions so that you can help support and preserve them. 

One way is to support fair trade cooperatives, and traveling to meet distant weav-

ers is another. I encourage you to try it if you can. Every encounter is a once-in-a-

lifetime experience. The admiration and interest of fellow weavers is a great source 

of pride to weaving communities, and the exchange of ideas enriches us all.

Weave in peace,
 

F U T U R E  T H E M E S
May/June 2015  Textiles with Texture 
The “hand” of a fabric is part of what draws us to weave. This issue looks at 
the many ways we can create texture in cloth with our choice of materials, 
weave structure, shrinkage, and finishing. We’ll also feature ideas for teaching 
weaving to kids of all ages.
September/October 2015  Handwovens for the Home: Everyday Heirlooms 
From an elegant runner to a humble kitchen towel, every handwoven 
household textile is a treasure. In our 2015 Reader Challenge, we’ll celebrate 
everyday heirlooms from the loom.
November/December 2015  2-Shuttle Weaves 
Double your weaving fun with this issue devoted to two-shuttle weaves. From 
overshot to shadow weave and even deflected doubleweave, weaving with two 
shuttles opens up a world of new design possibilities. Learn tips and tricks for 
keeping track of your shuttles as you weave and how to keep your selvedges 
neat and clean as you switch shuttles.
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