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STRUCTURE
Plain weave with supplementary warp 
and weft.

EQUIPMENT
6-shaft loom, 14" weaving width; 12-
dent reed; 2 shuttles with bobbins.

YARNS
Warp: 10/2 pearl cotton (4,200 yd/lb; 
UKI), #15 Navy, 1,060 yd; 80% cot-
ton/20% wool Cotton Fine (1,000 yd/
lb; Brown Sheep), #100 Cotton Ball, 
260 yd.
Weft: 10/2 pearl cotton, #15 Navy, 
784 yd; Cotton Fine,  #100 Cotton 
Ball, 76 yd (yardage will be cut from 
the warp).

OTHER SUPPLIES
Strong sewing needle to match the 
size of the Cotton Ball yarn; fusible, 
lightweight, white, non-woven inter-
facing; navy sewing thread; hanging 
rod. 

WARP LENGTH
406 ends 3¼ yd long (includes 324 
ends plus 2 floating selvedges of Navy, 
80 ends Cotton Ball [white]; allows 4" 
for take-up, 33" for loom waste).

SETTS 
Warp: 24 epi (2/dent in a 12-dent 
reed) plus 6 epi for supplementary 
warp (white).  
Weft: 24 ppi.

DIMENSIONS 
Width in the reed: 13¾".
Woven length (measured under 
tension on the loom): 2 panels, 21"; 
center panel, 37". Finished size after 
hemming: 3 panels 12½" × 18".
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Japanese Noren Door Panels
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Noren are Japanese curtains made of 
cotton that hang in storefronts. 

Traditionally, they serve as sunshades as 
well as advertisements, often featuring the 
store’s name or trademark. Today, they are 
also used indoors in doorways or windows 
or as wall decoration. I made my noren to 
hang in the doorway to my studio. 

I saw many noren outside of businesses 
on a trip to Japan several years ago and 
decided to weave my own. My guild, the 
Portland Handweavers Guild, did a 
yearlong study of Japanese textile tech-
niques, and I participated in two study 
groups: weaving and sashiko, a Japanese 
embroidery technique. I combined ideas 
from the two studies, using a variation of 
a 6-shaft supplementary-warp-and-weft 

pattern from Sixty Scarves for 60 Years 
to create a woven fabric reminiscent of 
two traditional sashiko patterns, persim-
mon flower and mountain form. 

Brown Sheep Cotton Fine in the Cotton 
Ball color approximates the white thread 
used to embroider on indigo-dyed cotton 
fabric in traditional sashiko. I used the 
Cotton Fine and a navy 10/2 pearl cotton 
to weave three panels, which would make 
my noren wide enough to fit the doorway 
to my studio. I wove one panel in the 
persimmon flower design, one in the 
mountain form design, and one panel in 
navy plain weave for the sashiko embroi-
dered plum blossom. I chose not to wash 
them in order to keep the crispness of the 
fabric. You will need to allow extra 

yardage for shrinkage if you prefer to 
wash them. The size of the panels is based 
on traditional noren but could be made to 
fit any door or window.

The advice and support of fellow guild 
members in these study groups helped me 
create a successful project. The year of 
studying Japanese textiles has made me 
eager to continue learning more.

RESOURCES
Weavers Guild of Greater Baltimore. 

1949-2009, Sixty Scarves for 60 Years. 
Baltimore, Maryland: Self-published, 
2009.

http://sashikostitchers.com/3-ways-to-
trans fer-a-sashiko-design-to-your-
fabric/

http://sashikostitchers.com/how-to-sashi-
ko-stitch/ 

The full project 
instructions can be 

found in Handwoven 
March/April 2015, 

page 42.


