
Web Supplement TM

Shop .Weav i ngToday . c om

Project originally published in Handwoven magazine, 2014. © F+W Media, Inc. Not to be reprinted.  
All rights reserved. Join our online weaving community at WeavingToday.com,  
and visit InterweaveStore.com/weaving.html for more great projects!

page 1

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
JO

E 
CO

CA

4-SHAFT 

STRUCTURE
Plaited twill; plain weave with 
half-basketweave.

EQUIPMENT
4-shaft loom, 28" weaving 
width; 12-dent reed; 1 shuttle.

YARNS
Warp: 100% bamboo (6,300 yd/
lb; Bambu 12; Silk City), #110 
Truffles, 5,358 yd.
Weft: Bambu 12, #568 Carob, 
4,620 yd.

OTHER SUPPLIES
Butterick pattern #5948; black 
fusible knit interfacing (Sheer-
Knit), ¾ yd; black hem tape; 
eight 5/8" buttons, thread.

WARP LENGTH
974 ends 5½ yd long (includes 2 
floating selvedges; allows 3" for 
take-up, 27" for loom waste).

SETTS
Warp: 36 epi (3/dent in a 12-
dent reed).
Weft: 36 ppi (main fabric); 24 
ppi (gore & bias binding fabric).

DIMENSIONS
Width in the reed: 271⁄6".
Woven length (measured 
under tension on the loom): 
126" (main fabric); 42" (gore 
and binding).
Finished size after washing: 
24" × 41⁄5 yd, (includes 114" 
main fabric, 37" gore and bind-
ing).
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SEWING DIRECTIONS

Adjust the pattern: Using the front and 
back from View F, extend the length as 
desired. (For the pictured tunic, the 
length was extended 18".) Mark a cut-
ting line for the gore insertions on the 
center front and the center back from 
the hem to 3" above the waistline. For 
three-quarter length sleeves, fold or 
cut the sleeve (View E) at the fold line. 
(I recommend that you make a muslin 
from your pattern to check fit before 
cutting your handwoven fabric.) 

Cut out the pattern, making certain 
the grainlines are straight before cut-
ting. From the main fabric, cut out a 
front, a back, and 2 sleeves. Transfer 
markings for the gore insertions, zig-
zag all cut edges, and press with a 
warm iron. From 19" of the contrasting 
fabric, cut 4 gores following the dia-
gram in Figure 2. 

Fold the front lengthwise along the 
center front; press from the hem to the 
mark 3" above the waist. Open flat. On 
the wrong side, center and fuse a ¾" 
wide piece of interfacing over the fold, 
extending the interfacing 1" beyond 
the mark you made above the waist. 
Cut carefully along the center front 
from the hem to 3" above the waist. 
Repeat for the back. 

Refer to online sources (see Resources) 
for instructions for inserting the gores; 
allow ½" for seams. Press the seams 
toward the garment and fuse a ¾" 
wide length of interfacing over the raw 
edges. 

To stabilize the shoulder seams, center 
a length of hem tape over the back 
shoulder seams on the wrong side; 
baste. Follow the pattern directions for 
sewing the shoulder seams. 

Insert the side gores. Zigzag the raw 
edges and press toward the garment. 
Follow the pattern directions for in-
serting the sleeve. Sew the underarm 
seams and the side seams above the 
gore. 
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To make the bias binding, cut fabric 
strips 21⁄8" wide from the contrasting 
fabric at a 45-degree angle and sew 
them together into one long strip. 
Press under ½" on one long edge. Stay-
stitch the neck edge 3⁄8" from the cut 
edge. Right sides together, apply bias 
binding to the neckline, using a ½" 
seam. Turn the pressed edge to the 
inside and handstitch in place.

Optional sleeve tuck: Fold the sleeve in 
half and lay flat. Mark the center of the 
back sleeve edge. Mark the desired 
depth of the tuck (1" in the pictured 
tunic) on either side of the center 
mark. Fold the topmost mark toward 
the mark closest to the underarm 
seam. Baste. Apply bias binding to the 
sleeves as for the neck.

For the tabs: Cut 8 pieces of contrast-
ing fabric 1½" × 3½" long. Fuse inter-
facing to 4 pieces. Right sides together, 
sew 1 fused and 1 nonfused piece with 
a ¼" seam leaving a small opening 
along one side. Clip the corners, grade 
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the seam allowances, and turn right 
side out. Press. Handstitch the opening 
closed. Repeat for 3 additional tabs. 
Center each tab just above each gore. 
Sew in place by machine. Sew the but-
tons in place.

Hang the tunic on a dress form or pad-
ded hanger overnight. Trim the tunic 
hem even, if necessary. Turn under 5⁄8" 
and press. Turn again, baste, and ma-
chine stitch in place. 
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