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From the Editor
A n i t A  O s t e r h A u g

Several years ago, my husband and I celebrated a milestone anniversary with 

a trip to Alaska. Late one afternoon, we visited the Tlingit Cultural Center in 

Sitka, just before closing time. But a weaver was there doing Ravenstail 

weaving, and despite the hour, she patiently showed me how she wove, and she 

spoke of how her community gathered wool from the mountain goats, spun it, 

and dyed it with natural dyes. She told me how the colors in her cape represented 

the animals, sea, ice, and sky, and she said, “This one will dance for the first time in 

November.” I didn’t know at the time that the weaver was Teri Rofkar, who has 

been recognized by the National Endowment for the Humanities for her art and 

the preservation of her culture. All I knew was that my mind exploded with the 

idea that one’s weaving could dance. What is the meaning of weaving in my 

heritage, I asked myself, and what is the weaving that would dance? Exploring my 

Norwegian weaving heritage has been a passion for me ever since.

This issue tries to answer the dancing question for just a few of the weaving 

cultures of the world.  There is weaving inspired by ancient techniques from the 

Andes, the sotis textiles of West Timor, the native costume of the Sàmi peoples, 

and by Jewish traditions. There are stories of traditions old and new, from Hungari-

an folk designs to the dyeing and weaving traditions of the Ryukyu Islands of Oki-

nawa, the weaving heritage of Texas pioneers, and new SAORI traditions being 

forged in Japan and in the United States. And there are projects inspired by family 

textile traditions, from weaving to quilting, sewing, and lace.

Some of the projects in this issue require a little more time and exploration than 

our typical ones. What weavers in traditional societies lack in loom technology, they 

make up for in time, patience, and attention to detail. This is meaningful weaving, 

worthy of our time.

In creating this issue, we learned of so many weavers who celebrate their own 

cultural traditions or traditions that inspire them, we’ll be adding a Traditions fea-

ture to each Handwoven issue going forward. So please write and tell me of your 

own weaving and what makes it dance. 
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