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SMARTPHONE POUCH
STRUCTURE
Warp-faced plain weave.

EQUIPMENT
Inkle loom, 5" weaving width; 97 
heddles for body; 15 heddles for strap/
closure; belt shuttle.

YARNS
Warp: 5/2 mercerized pearl cotton 
(2,100 yd/lb; Lunatic Fringe), 5-Blue, 
222 yd; 5-Green Yellow, 74 yd; 10-Yel-
low Red, 42 yd.
Weft: 5/2 mercerized pearl cotton, 
5-Blue, 60 yd.

OTHER SUPPLIES
Matching sewing thread; single-fold 
bias tape; zigzag sewing machine; 
handsewing needles; 2"–2½" decora-
tive button. 

WARP LENGTH
For body, 193 ends 47" long; for strap 
and closure, 29 ends 100" long. (Each 
warp allows 13" for take-up and loom 
waste.)

SETT 
Weft: 10 ppi for body;  
16 ppi for strap.

DIMENSIONS
Weaving width: 3¼" for body; 5⁄8" for 
strap and closure. Woven length 
(measured under tension on the 
loom): 34" for body; 87" for strap and 
closure. 
Finished size after washing: pouch 
body fabric, 3¼" × 30"; strap and clo-
sure, 5⁄8" × 75".

Inkle Pouch for a Smart-phone
T R U D Y  S O N I A
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ASSEMBLING THE PHONE 
POUCH

Trim the wide band to 30" if necessary. 
Cut the long strap into two pieces, 65" for 
the strap and 10" for the closure. Zigzag 
cut ends to prevent raveling. Identify 
which side of the body you want to use as 
the right side and mark it. 

Cut two pieces of commercial single 
fold bias tape 1" wider than the body piece 
or 4¼". Right sides and raw edges 
together, pin a piece of bias tape onto each 
end of the pouch body, allowing a ½" tail 
on both sides. Machine sew the bias tape 
in place with a ¼" seam. (Trudy handsews 
everything after this step.) Bring the fold 
of the bias tape over the raw edges of the 
pouch body to the wrong side, tuck the 
ends of the bias tape in at the edges, and 
sew the remaining fold of the bias tape to 
the wrong side of the pouch body piece. 
The bias tape will be visible on the wrong 
side only.

Fold the body piece in half, wrong sides 
together, making sure that the bias tape is 
on the inside (Figure 3). You now have 
two layers of the pouch body. The fold will 
become the edge of the front flap of the 
pouch and is where the closure strap will 
be placed. Where the two layers come 
together at the bias-taped edges, a smaller 
pocket opening will form once the pouch 
is assembled. 

Insert ½" of the ends of your 10" closure 
band into the seam on each side of the 
flap fold and pin into place (Figure 4) .The 
top selvedge of the strap should be as 
close as possible to the fold. Make sure 
not to introduce a twist into the band.

Measure 5" from the end with the bias 
tape. Place the top selvedge of the strap 
band at this measurement on both sides, 
inserting ½" of each end between the two 
layers of the pouch body. Pin the strap 
into place, making sure not to introduce a 
twist in the strap. The straps are correctly 
aligned if they both start on the same 
ridge on the pouch body (Figure 4).

Starting with the bias-taped edges, 
whipstitch the two layers together along 

the selvedges of each side of the pouch 
body. Change to a running stitch where 
the straps emerge from the pouch body, 
securing them between the layers of the 
pouch. Change to a running stitch again 
to attach the closure strap between the 
layers of the pouch body. Reinforce the 
opening and the strap join with over-
stitching.

Secure the closure strap by bringing the 
band to the center front of the pouch and 
folding it over itself to form a 90° angle. 
Pin it into place. Sew the closure band to 
the pouch body on both sides. Where the 
closure band loops on itself, again fold the 
band to form a triangular point (see 
Figure 5). Sew all the folds into place.

The button acts as a “stop” in the front 
pocket to prevent the contents from 
slipping too far into the pouch. Sew the 
button 3¾" from the opening of the body, 
making sure to sew both layers of the 
pouch together at the button. 

Starting where the shoulder strap 
emerges from the body of the pouch, pull 
the edge of the strap toward the pouch 
opening (the end with the bias-taped 
edges). Wrong sides together, whipstitch 
the selvedge of the strap to the front of the 
pouch body, making sure you reinforce 
the stitching at the bias tape. Do the same 
with the strap on the other side of the 
pouch (Figure 6). 

Being careful to keep the base as square 
as possible, sew the strap to the back of 
the pouch, using a whipstitch at the 
selvedge of the strap to the edge of the 
body, as you did in the previous step. Stop 
sewing the pieces together at the opening. 
Reinforce the stitching at the opening. 
Pull the flap to the front of the pouch. 

bias tape

bias tape

Fold Line

phone pouch body: 
1 strip 30" long

3.  Pouch bias tape fold 
assembly
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4. Strap assembly

bias tape
to inside

bias-taped ends
become second
pocket opening

initial fold
becomes 

edge of �ap 

 Inkle band closure

strap for
smartphone

strap placement line:
5" from bias-taped ends

5. Pouch closures

initial fold 

smartphone pouch �ap
Front

6. Phone pouch assembly

bias-taped ends
(inner pocket)

button for
closure

initial fold

Strap forms
sides of pouch

closure


