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STRUCTURE
Basketweave.

EQUIPMENT
4-shaft loom, 14" weaving 
width; 10-dent reed; 1 ski  
shuttle, 1 bobbin.

YARNS
Warp: 8/4 carpet warp (1,600 
yd/lb; Maysville),1 or more colors 
that coordinate with weft fab-
rics, 426 yd total.
Weft: 8/4 carpet warp (1,600 
yd/lb; Maysville), 20 yd in a coor-
dinating color for hems; 1¼" 
strips of 5 cotton batik fabrics, 
total of about 180 yd, about 5 
yd of 42–44" wide fabric: fabrics 
A, B, C, and D, 33 yd each; fab-
ric E, 44 yd. (These yardages are 
approximate and will vary due to 
weight of fabric chosen and 
color placement decisions by the 
weaver.) 

WARP LENGTH
142 ends 3 yd long (allows 4" 
for take-up, 24" for loom waste; 
loom waste includes fringe).

SETTS
Warp: 10 epi (1/dent in a 10-
dent reed).Weft: 7½ ppi.

DIMENSIONS
Width in the reed: 14". 
Woven length (measured 
under tension on the loom): 
80". Finished size after wash-
ing: 4 mats 12½" × 17" with 
1½" fringe at each end.
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During my 25 years of weaving explora-
tion, the thing that has fascinated me 

the most is how to avoid harsh lines by 
blending stripes when changing from one 
color or pattern to another. Blending was 
simple when I was weaving rugs with five 
strands of wool. I could drop a strand of one 
color and add another to make beautiful, 
subtle transitions of color. The ultimate 
compliment was when someone compared 
my rugs to Mark Rothko’s paintings.

For rag weaving, the blending procedure is 
only one step: weave a length with one print, 
then use half-widths of two fabrics as a 
transitional stripe. By twisting the narrow 
strip, you can choose the moment you want 
your next color to appear.

For one-sided fabrics, you can machine 
baste the two narrow strips together, to hide 
the white undersides, or you can resign 
yourself to a lot of finger-manipulating on 
each shot. For this project, I took the easy 
route by purchasing five different batik 
fabrics that are nearly identical on both sides.

The rug weaver in me likes to have the 
placemats symmetrical from end to end, so 
when I cut a fabric strip for the first section, 
I cut another one of equal length to be used 
at the other end. I repeat this for all the color 
stripes as well as the transitional stripes until 
I hit the midpoint. Once I hit that center 
stripe, weaving the rest is a downhill ride! 

Wind 142 warp threads 3 yd long. 
(These placemats use 6 colors that 
coordinate with the weft fabric strips, 
warped randomly.) Use your preferred 
method to warp the loom, and thread 
following the draft in Figure 1. Sley 1 
per dent in a 10-dent reed except for 
the 2 selvedge threads on each side, 
which are sleyed 2 per dent. Center 
for a weaving width of 14". 

Use the schematic in Figure 2 to 
create 1¼" fabric strips. For the nar-
rower weft used in the blending 
areas, cut the 1¼" fabric strips in 
half lengthwise to create 5⁄8" strips. 
For ease of weaving and to ensure 
symmetry, it helps to measure and 
organize your weft strips for each 
placemat in color order prior to start-
ing. I usually cut two strips of equal 
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length of each fabric, so I can use 1 on one 
side of the placemat and reserve the other 
for the other side. I use numbers from the 
Fibonacci series (2 yd, 3 yd, 5 yd and 8 yd) 
as a guide in determining the length of the 
strips. In the blending areas between fab-
rics, I use two, 2 yd strips of the narrower 
fabric strips wrong sides together.

Wind a bobbin of cotton warp, and wind 5 
yd of 1¼" strips of fabric A on a ski shuttle. 

Weave 6 picks of plain weave in carpet 
warp, then continue, following the treadling 
in Figure 1 using fabric A. Next,  wind 2 yd 
of the narrow strips of fabrics A and B, 
wrong sides held together, onto the ski 
shuttle. Weave at least 2 picks with the fab-
ric A side facing up, then twisting the strip 
at the halfway point of each shot so that the 
fabric B side is up. Continue, following the 
weft yardage chart in Figure 2. If needed, 
adjust your color repeats so that you are 
weaving with fabric D at the midpoint of 
8½". From the midpoint, transition back from 
through the colors using the reserved fabric 

3
4

strips created in Step 2. Adjust the last area 
of fabric A so that the rag portion of the 
placemat measures 17", and end with 6 
picks of carpet warp in plain weave. 

Insert a 3" spacer and repeat the process 
for the remaining mats, changing fabrics 
as desired. You may want to play with 
different color orders or repeat lengths 
for each mat.

Gently roll the placemats off the loom. 
Machine zigzag along plain weave on 
e a c h  e n d  o f  e a c h  m a t .  C u t  t h e 
placemats apart and trim the fringe to 
your desired length. Since the fabric has 
already been washed, the placemats are 
ready to use. They are machine wash-
able, but Trudy recommends hanging or 
laying flat to dry. 
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fabric D strips 1 ⁄
fabric C and D strips " wide
fabric C strips 1 ⁄
fabric B and C strips " wide
 fabric  strips 1 ⁄
fabric A and B strips " wide
fabric  strips 1 ⁄
picks of 8/4 carpet warp66

Fabric E can be used as an additional stripe or can be substituted for fabrics A through 
D in any of the placemats.

Numbers in italics indicate yards of fabric strips used for each stripe.  

2. Weft rag yard chart

36" (1 yard)

Fold in half, right sides together,
and sew into a tube. Wash, dry, press seam open, turn right side out.

Mark, and using a rotary cutter, cut 1¼" strips 
through both layers until 3" from folded edge.

Using a scissors, cut diagonally through a 
single layer to create a continuous fabric strip.Open so the uncut portion is visible.
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3 Cutting schematic


