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Resources: Happy Beads from Some Enchanted 
Beading, someenchantedbeading.com. Wire from 
Parawire, parawire.com. Jump rings from The 
Ring Lord, theringlord.com. Clasp from Star’s 
Clasps, starsclasps.com.

Photo of finished piece by Jim Lawson, all other photos courtesy 
of Michael Richardson.

Combine foxtail chain with rocky ceramic beads.
SKILL LEVEL

BY SARA E. GRAHAM, Associate Editor

Lately, I have had a lot of fun with lightweight anodized alumi-
num jump rings in my chain maille designs. I also had some Happy 
Beads tucked away in a container. I found jump rings that matched 
the beads, made foxtail chains, linked all the beads together with 
simple loops, and combined them. Make the chains match your 
beads, or play around with different color combinations. 
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1  Cut a 2" length of wire. Slip it 
through a bead, and make simple 

loops on each side. Repeat for the 
other beads. Link by opening one 
loop on the right side of the bead, 
and threading on the loop of the next 
bead. Close the loops.

2  Take six silver rings, and open 
four of them. Link them together 

in a two-by-two-by-two pattern. Twist 
a scrap piece of wire or put a small 
paper clip on the end to keep  
your place.

3  Pick up all the rings and flop the top 
rings down to each side. Thread 

the thin mandrel through the middle 
rings now at the top. Slide the mandrel 
to the left and thread it through one of 
the jump rings you flopped to the side. 
Slide the mandrel to the right to catch 
the other flopped side ring. You should 
have what looks like a clover. 

4  Thread a silver jump ring through 
the four rings on the mandrel, 

and close. Thread another jump ring 
through the same path. Close. Take 
the chain off the mandrel, and add two 
more rings to the top of the chain, and 
close both. 

5  Repeat Steps 3–5 several more 
times to form the chain. 6  At any point, switch to the 

colored rings and back to the 
silver rings. Repeat Steps 3–5 until you 
make a chain about 5½" long. Repeat 
Steps 2–6 to make an identical chain 
for the other side of the necklace. 
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7  On one end of a chain, thread on 
a single jump ring through two 

end rings, and attach it to the first loop 
of the beaded section. Close the ring. 
Repeat on the other chain. 

8  Link two jump rings on the end 
of the chain. With the second 

jump ring, attach one half of the clasp. 
Close the rings. Repeat on the other 
end of the chain. 
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