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Flirty Framboise M e l i n d a  B a r t a

Two sweet, berrylike half-drilled beads are topped with easy-to-make pearl-studded tubular-peyote ruffled caps. 

A matching seed-bead bail, peyote-stitched spacers, and clasp balance the stitched elements with the strung pearls.

techniques >>  tubular and flat circular peyote stitch • stringing • crimping • wireworking

1: Spacers. Use tubular peyote stitch to form 
pearl-embellished spacers:
Rounds 1 and 2: Use 24" of conditioned 

thread to string 10A, leaving a 6" tail. Tie a 
knot to form a circle.

Rounds 3–5: Work 1A in each stitch.
Pearls: Weave through beads to exit Round 3. 

String 1 raspberry pearl and 1C; pass back 
though the pearl and the next bead of Round 3 
(Figure 1). Repeat around for a total of 
5 pearls. Secure the thread and trim; set aside.

Repeat entire step for a total of 2 raspberry spac-
ers. Repeat entire step using B for Rounds 1–5 
and keishi pearls with C to form 1 blue spacer.

2: Tall bead cap. Use tubular peyote stitch to 
form a short narrow tube, increasing at one end 
for a flared ruffle:

Rounds 1 and 2: Use 3' of conditioned thread 
to string 12B, leaving a 6" tail. Tie a knot to 
form a circle.

Rounds 3–9: Work 1B in each stitch.
Round 10: Work 2B, 1B, 1B, 2B, 1B, and 1B. 

Step up by passing through the last 1B of 
the previous round and the first 2B of this 
round (Figure 2).

Rounds 11 and 12: Work 1B, 2B, 1B, 1B, 2B, 
and 1B. Step up through the last 2B of the 
previous round and the first 1B of this round 
(Figure 3).

Rounds 13 and 14: Work 2A in each stitch. 
Step up through the last stitch of the previ-
ous round and the first 2A of this round.

Round 15: Work 2A, then work 1A to split the 
next 2A increase from Round 14 (Figure 4). 
Repeat around.

Round 16: Work 2A in each stitch.
Rounds 17 and 18: Work 2B in each stitch.
Rounds 19 and 20: Work 2D in each stitch.
Top of cap: Weave through beads to exit 

Round 1. Work 1 round with 2A in each 

Materials

10 g of silver-lined matte green size 15° 

seed beads (A)

10 g mix of light blue and dark teal size 15° 

seed beads (B)

25 raspberry iris size 15° seed beads (C)

18" strand of green 2mm seed pearls (D)

22 deep blue 3.5×2mm keishi pearls

25 raspberry 4×3mm potato pearls

21 sage 5×4mm potato pearls

52 teal 7.5mm round pearls

2 raspberry 14×22mm half-drilled plastic 

pointed ovals

4 sterling silver 2mm crimp tubes

2 sterling silver 3mm crimp covers

3" of sterling silver 20-gauge wire

25" of .014 beading wire

Blue nylon beading thread

Thread conditioner

G-S Hypo Cement

Tools

Size 12 beading needles

Scissors

Crimping pliers

Wire cutters

Round-nose pliers

Flat-nose pliers

FINISHED SIZE: 20"

Figure 2

Figure 1 Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 5
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stitch. Work 1 round with 1D in each stitch. 
Work a final round with 2D in each stitch.

Keishi pearls: Weave through beads to exit 
Round 1. String 1 keishi pearl and pass 
through the next bead of Round 1 so the 
pearl rests on the outside of the tube; repeat 
around. Secure the thread and trim. Set 
aside.

3: Short bead cap. Work as for the tall bead 
cap, varying the height of the tube and embel-
lishments:
Rounds 1 and 2: Use 3' of conditioned thread 

to string 12B, leaving a 6" tail. Tie a knot to 
form a circle.

Rounds 3–7: Work 1B in each stitch.
Round 8: Work 2B, 1B, 1B, 2B, 1B, and 1B.
Rounds 9 and 10: Work 1B, 2B, 1B, 1B, 2B, 

and 1B.
Rounds 11 and 12: Work 2A in each stitch.
Round 13: Work 2A, then work 1A to split the 

next 2A increase; repeat around.
Round 14: Work 2A in each stitch.
Rounds 15 and 16: Work 2B in each stitch.
Round 17: Work 2D in each stitch.
Keishi pearls: Weave through beads to exit 

Round 15. String 1 keishi pearl and pass 
through the next 2B stitch of Round 15 so 
the pearl rests on the inside of the tube; 
repeat around.

Cap top: Weave through beads to exit Round 1. 
Work 1 round with 2A in each stitch. Work 
1 round with 1D in each stitch. Work a final 
round with 3D in each stitch. Secure the 
thread and trim. Set aside.

4: Bail. Use tubular peyote stitch to form a 
ruffled bail:
Rounds 1 and 2: Use 3' of conditioned thread 

to string 16A, leaving a 6" tail. Tie a knot to 
form a circle.

Rounds 3–9: Work 1A in each stitch.
Rounds 10–12: Work 2B in each stitch.
Round 13: Work 3A, then work 1A to split the 

next 2B increase (Figure 5); repeat around.
Round 14: Work 2A in each stitch.
Round 15: Work 2D in each stitch.
Bottom half: Weave through beads to exit 

Round 1. Repeat Rounds 10–15.
Raspberry pearls: Weave through beads to exit 

Round 1. String 1 raspberry pearl and 1C; 
pass back though the pearl and the next bead 
of Round 1; repeat around. Secure the thread 
and trim. Set aside.

5: Clasp ring. Use circular and flat peyote 
stitch to work the ring half of the clasp:
Rounds 1 and 2: Use 3' of conditioned thread 

to string 24B, leaving a 6" tail. Tie a knot to 
form a circle.

Round 3: Work 1B in each stitch.
Round 4: Work 2B in each stitch.

Round 5: Work 1A, then work 1A to 
split the next 2B increase; repeat 
around.
Round 6: Work 2 stitches using 1B; 
work the rest of the round with 1D in 
each stitch.

Bail: Working off of the B of the previous 
round, peyote-stitch 4 rows using 1B in each 
stitch, 1 row using 1D in each stitch, and 
1 row using 1B in each stitch.

Teal pearl: Exiting the end of the final row, 
string 1B, 1D, 1B, 1 teal pearl, 1B, 1D, and 
1B; pass through the last bail row and the 
beads just strung several times to reinforce 
(Figure 6). Secure the working and tail 
threads and trim. Set aside.

6: Clasp bar. Use flat peyote stitch to work 
the bar half of the clasp:
Rows 1 and 2: Use 3' of conditioned thread to 

string 10B, leaving a 6" tail.
Rows 3–10: Work 1B in each stitch. Zip the 

first and last rows together to form a tube.
Pearl ends: Exit one end of the tube and 

*string 1 raspberry pearl and 1C; pass back 
through the pearl and the tube. Repeat from * 
(Figure 7). Repeat the thread path several 
times to snug the pearls against the ends of 
the tube and to reinforce.

Green pearls: Exit 1B on one end of the tube. 
*String 1D and pass through the next B of 
the tube, exiting with the needle pointing 
toward the raspberry pearl, positioning the 
D diagonally on top of the B. Repeat around 
from *. Weave through beads to exit the 
other end of the tube and repeat to add D 
on the remaining end.

Bail: Weave through the tube’s body to exit 
between the third and fourth B from one 
end. Working off of the tube’s beads, peyote-

Figure 6

Figure 7

Figure 8
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Tubular Peyote Stitch
String an even number of beads and make 
a foundation circle by passing through 
them two more times, exiting from the 
first bead strung. String 1 bead and pass 
through the third bead of the foundation 
circle. String 1 bead and pass through 
the fifth bead of the foundation circle. 
Continue adding 1 bead at a time, skipping 
over 1 bead of the first round, until you 
have added half the number of beads of the 
first round. Exit from the first bead of the 
second round. String 1 bead, pass through 
the second bead added in the second 
round, and pull thread tight. String 1 bead 
and pass through the third bead added in 
the second round. Continue around, filling 
in the “spaces” 1 bead at a time. Exit from 
the first bead added in each round.

Circular Peyote Stitch
String 3 beads and form the first round by passing through the first 
bead. For the second round, string 2 beads and pass through the next 
bead of the previous round; repeat twice. To step up for the next 
round, pass through the first bead of the current round. For the third 
round, string 1 bead and pass through the next bead of the previous 
round; repeat all around, then step 
up at the end of the round. Continue 
in this manner, alternating the two 
rounds. You may need to adjust the 
bead count depending on the relative 
size of the beads in order to keep the 
circle flat.

stitch a strip 4 beads wide: 14 rows using B, 
1 row using D, and 1 row using B.

Teal pearl: Add 1 teal pearl as you did in Step 5 
as for the clasp ring.

7: Finishing. Prepare the half-drilled beads, 
then string with the peyote-stitched elements:
Focal beads: Use 11⁄2" of 20-gauge wire to form 

a wrapped loop. Trim the wire tail to match 
the depth of the half-drilled beads. Cement 
in place and let dry.

Short half: Use 12" of beading wire to string 
1 crimp tube and 1 wrapped loop; pass back 
through the tube and crimp. String the 
short bead cap (wide end first), the blue 
spacer, 5 raspberry pearls, and the bail (Fig-
ure 8). String 8A (or enough beads to cover 
the wire as it passes through the bail). String 
22 tea l  pear l s ,  1  raspberry  spacer , 
7 teal pearls, and 1 crimp tube. String {1D 

and 1B} three times. String the teal pearl of 
the ring half of the clasp. String {1B and 
1D} three times. Pass back through the tube 
and crimp; cover the crimp tube with 1 
crimp cover.

Long half: Use 13" of beading wire to string 
1 crimp tube and 1 wrapped loop; pass back 
through the tube and crimp. String the long 
bead cap and 7 sage pearls. Pass through the 
bail. String 8A (or enough beads to cover 
the wire as it passes through the bail), 14 sage 
pearls, 1 raspberry spacer, 21 teal pearls, and 
1 crimp tube. String {1D and 1B} three 
times. String the teal pearl of the bar half of 
the clasp. String {1B and 1D} three times. 
Pass back through the tube and crimp; cover 
the crimp tube with 1 crimp cover. ✦

Melinda Barta is managing editor of Beadwork and Stringing 

and is the author of Hip to Stitch: 20 Contemporary Projects 

Embellished with Thread (Interweave, 2005) and the new 

multimedia jewelry book Custom Cool Jewelry: Create 200+ 

Personalized Pendants, Charms, and Clasps (Interweave, 

2008). She has made appearances on TV programs 

including Uncommon Threads, Scrapbooking, and Craft 

Corner Death Match.

RESOURCES
Check your local bead shop or contact: Teal round 

pearls: Majestic, (212) 268-9881, sales@majesticpearl

.com. Half-drilled pointed ovals: Gail Crosman Moore, 

www.gailcrosmanmoore.com. Raspberry pearls: Pearl 

Creation, (626) 780-2082, connieznliu@yahoo.com. 

Keishi and seed pearls: TA Pearlstone, (415) 505-9148, 

www.tapearlstone.com. Sage pearls: Talisman Associates, 

(800) 229-7890, www.talismanbeads.com. Seed beads: 

Out On A Whim, (800) 232-3111, www.whimbeads.com. 

Beading wire, crimp tubes, and crimp covers: Fusion

Beads.com, (888) 781-3559.

http://www.interweave.com/go/bdbw

