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There’S SOMeThIng MagICaL aBOuT FeLTIng yOur 
KnITTIng.

The first felted project I made was a pair of slippers. It was 
absolutely amazing to knit a Shaquille O’neal-sized pair of 
slippers, throw them in a hot wash, and pull out a pair of Mom-
sized slippers. They were beautiful, and my mom still wears 
them, even though I’ve had to patch them a couple of times. 

here at Knitting Daily, we love felting and we want to share that 
love with you. We’ve put together six felt projects for you. From 
slippers to beads to bags, you’ll have a blast practicing the art 
of felting your knitting.

Knitted Felted Slippers by Marcy Petrini: Learn the ins and 
outs of knitting felted slippers. With a little experimenting, you 
can figure out how to make felted slippers in any size—and 
they’re great for gifts!

Easy Felted Beads by Amy Clarke Moore: Learn to use the 
wet-felting technique to make felt beads! This technique is 
really fun and rewarding. you’ll end up with a beautiful string 
of beads that will wow your friends.

Felted Oven Mitts by Beth Lutz: Turn beautiful alpaca yarn in to 
beautifully felted oven mitts! This fun project proves that you can 
felt with many types of yarn and end up with fabulous results.

Celtic Tote by Jennifer Tallapaneni: Cables look great in felted 
knits, and in the Celtic Tote, Jennifer Tallapaneni really makes 
those cables pop by outlining them with a contrasting color.

Dumpling Bags by Sharon Dreifuss: This cleverly designed 
little cutie is one of our all-time popular bag patterns. you’ll 
want to make one of these for each of the women in your life.

Formal Boot Bag by Laura Irwin: This sturdy bag is decorated 
with buttons and bobbles. add to that the stylish metal chain 
and you’ll be carrying this bag all winter long, gathering 
compliments wherever you go.

So dig out your feltable yarn and your needles and get knitting 
(and felting!). 

Cheers,

Kathleen Cubley
editor, KnittingDaily.com
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I have long been intrigued by felt, but when I tried 
to make it during a session at Interweave’s Spin-
Off Autumn Retreat, I didn’t like the process: too 
wet, too messy. When I discovered that I could 
knit hats and then felt them in the washing 
machine, I was off and running. I made hats, 
sold them, and taught others how to make them. 
I experimented with shapes, yarn sizes, fibers, 
needle sizes, and stitches.

I read Maddy Cranley’s wonderful  little book 
Fulling Around with Felting. Cranley knits a 
fabric, felts it, and then cuts and sews to make 
everything from jackets to mittens. I prefer to 
knit an “elephant size” item, felt it, and wear it.

For this project, my challenge was to determine 
the combination of pattern, yarns, needles, gauge, 
and pre-felting size that would result in perfectly-
fitting felted items. I decided that slippers would 
be a good place to start.

The Felting Process
Traditionally, felt is made by overlapping, at different 
angles, wool fibers that have been scoured, combed 
or carded, and perhaps dyed, but in no other way 
further processed into fabric. Purists believe that 
true felt must start with raw fibers. Many of the rest 
of us believe that “the end justifies the means” and 
that felt is the finished product, regardless of the 
process. And there is a precedent for this. Woven 
fabric has long been felted, and the Scandinavians 
have a special name for it: wadmal. When fabric 
has been felted fully, it is very difficult to see the 

Knitted, Felted Slippers
design by Marcy Petrini

Originally published in Interweave Knits, Winter 1998
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 underlying structure. That is always 
my goal, to felt until the knitted 
stitches are no longer discernible.

Felting is only possible with 
wool—plant and man-made 
fibers don’t felt at all. Wool has 
scales, which first relax and then 
interlock with neighboring fibers 
when subjected to agitation and 
temperature shock. The keratin in 
wool also aids the felting process 
because it turns gelatinous with 
heat. The finer and crimpier the 
wool, the better the felt, because 
there are more scales per volume 
of fiber. The new washable wools 
do not felt because the fibers are 
processed specifically to  prevent 
accidental felting—the scales are 
treated chemically so they can no 
longer relax and interlock.

Felting wool fibers results in a 
fabric that is dense and sturdy, yet 
flexible. And since we don’t lose any fibers in the felting 
process, but only the space between the fibers, shrinkage 
also occurs at a rate of approximately 30%. That’s why I 
make the slippers that I felt “elephant size.” When you’re 
felting knitted fabric, yarn structure also contributes to 
the success of the felt. Woolen yarns have been carded 
so that the fibers, when spun, are not  perfectly aligned. 
This somewhat random arrangement aids in the felting 
process, because the scales will interlock at various 
angles. In contrast, worsted yarns are combed, and the 
subsequent spinning aligns the fibers perpendicular to 
each other, resulting in yarns that are harder to felt.

The twist of the yarn also affects felting. The more 
twist there is in a yarn, the harder it is to relax the scales 
and the harder it is to felt the fabric. This is particularly 
true for plied yarns that expose fewer scales on the 
surface. Thus, all other things being equal, singles felt 
better than plied yarns.

Because there is such variation among wool, even 
from sheep of the same breed, and because yarns are 
often submitted to unknown processes, I recommend 
that you experiment before undertaking a project with 
a yarn you haven’t used before.

Learning from Failures
Before I arrived at a successful slipper pattern for 
felting, I made many swatches and a few unsuccessful 

slippers. Analyzing the failures got 
me closer to success at the next 
attempt and opened up new areas 
to explore in the future. Because 
the original slipper pattern calls 
for ribbing, I first felted a swatch 
of ribbing. The resulting fabric was 
too dense and not very flexible. I 
decided to felt a stockinette-stitch 
swatch, which was much more 
successful. I’ll try felting ribbed 
fabric in the future.

To make the original slippers big 
enough for felting, I knew I needed 
to use a needle larger than the size 
101⁄2 (6.5 mm) suggested in the 
pattern. But because the original 
slippers are ribbed and already 
rather loosely knitted, I didn’t want 
to make too large a jump in size. 
My first try was with a size 11 (8 
mm) needle. The felted fabric was 
a bit too thick, so I knew I needed 

either a larger needle or smaller yarn. I decided to 
decrease yarn size.

I compare yarns by wraps per inch (see glossary), 
measuring how many strands it takes to wrap a ruler for 
one inch. (When wrapping, be careful not to overlap 
strands or leave any space between them.) Taken 
together, the Shetland and the Jagger Spun used for 
the original slippers measure 9 wraps to the inch (2.5 
cm). For the felted slippers I decided to use one strand 
of Tahki Donegal Tweed, which is slightly smaller than 
the Shetland/JaggerSpun combination at 11 wraps per 
inch (2.5 cm). After more experimenting, I discovered 
that using a needle size approximately 50% larger than 
that recommended for the Donegal yields a good 
felted fabric. To calculate the 50% increase, use metric 
needle sizes. For example, the recommended gauge 
for the Donegal is 41⁄2 stitches to the inch with size 8 
needles, which are 5 mm; 50% greater would be 7.5 
mm, which do not exist. Size 101⁄2 are 6.5 mm, size 11 
are 8 mm. I went with the larger size.

The final experimenting occurred with the slippers 
themselves. Because of the nature of the stockinette 
stitch, the fabric shrinks more lengthwise than widthwise 
when felted, by as much as 10%. I adjusted my stitch 
number and length accordingly. If all this experimenting 
and these swatches seem a wasted effort, they’re not. 
not only do I learn from the process, I also use the 
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swatches to make Christmas ornaments, greeting-card 
inserts, and other small gifts.

The Successful Slippers 
using all this information, I finally arrived at a successful 
pattern for felted slippers. With the Donegal yarn and size 
11 (8 mm) needles, I cast on 50 stitches. This resulted in a 
knitted width of 151⁄2" (39.5 cm). I knitted for 17" (43 cm) 
and sewed the slippers following the original directions. 
It may be difficult to maintain even tension when knitting 
such a loose fabric, but it doesn’t really matter—the fabric 
will even out during felting. After felting, the circumference 
of the slipper was 11" (28 cm)—a 29% shrinkage—and the 
length was 101⁄2" (26.5 cm)—a 38% shrinkage.

I experimented with stripes and discovered that even 
the same yarn in different colors may shrink at different 
rates, probably because the chemicals used in dyeing 
affect the yarn differently. It’s best to put stripes in places 
where a slight difference doesn’t matter, for example in 
the part that will be sewn together.

Surprisingly, two other factors seem to influence the 
felting: needle type and style of knitting. For felting I 
prefer wood or bamboo needles to metal or plastic; I 
knit more tightly with the latter and tighter fabric doesn’t 
felt as well. I also usually knit continental style, holding 
the yarn in my left hand. But in the dark, I prefer knitting 
American style, because I can feel the stitches better. 
however, I knit more tightly American style. So for me, 
continental works better for felting. Different knitters 
prefer different kinds of needles, and gauge varies from 
knitter to knitter as well. That is why it is so important to 
make swatches.

Felting the Slippers 
I felt in the washing machine, using the setting for a 
small or medium load. I use a hot wash cycle and add 

a teakettle’s worth of boiling water. I use a cold rinse 
cycle; this temperature change promotes felting by 
relaxing the scales and locking them in. Soap helps 
the felting process too, probably by making the 
scales more slippery. I add a regular detergent to the 
washing machine, usually only for the first washing, in 
the amount recommended by the manufacturer.

It takes at least three, but as many as five washings to 
felt completely. Completely means the fabric is dense 
and flexible and the knitting pattern is indistinguishable. 
Felting to completion also means that no matter how 
many more times you wash the slippers in hot water, they 
will not shrink further.

When felting, I do not add any other item to the washing 
machine. Some people recommend adding a towel to 
the load, with the idea that the heavy item will increase 
agitation, but I have had towels shed on my felt, and 
removing the lint is no easy task. To give the slippers a nice 
nap, I brush them with a felting brush once they are dry.

If the felted slippers are too heavy, the original fabric was 
knitted too tightly. If the felted slippers are too large, the 
number of stitches or the length knitted was too great.

Both successful and unsuccessful proj ects lead me to 
ask “what if?” What if I use a different stitch, but 
maintain the gauge? I’m ready for more experimenting. 
Are you?  o

MArCy PETrInI knits, spins, weaves, and teaches 
weaving in Jackson, Mississippi. She has been knitting 
on and off since she was five years old.

references 
Cranley, Maddy. Fulling Around with Felting. Montreal: 

Penguin Lane Press, 1996.
hochberg, Bette. Fibre Facts. Berkeley, California: Self-
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I chose a slipper pattern that I have been using since 
childhood. I am not sure where it came from—perhaps 
from a magazine, perhaps from a clever relative who 
wanted to give a promising young knitter a simple 
project that would allow her to succeed. The pattern is 
for a rectangle that is sewn to make the slipper shape.

  1. Measure the circumference in the middle of the foot.
  2.  Measure the length of the foot at the bottom, from 

the tip of the big toe to the heel.
  3.  Measure the gauge of the yarn with appropriate 

needles in k1, p1 rib. yarns in the range of 4 to 5 
stitches to the inch work best.

  4.  To figure out the number of stitches, multiply 
the gauge by the circumference, rounding to the 
nearest even number.

  5.  Leaving a tail of yarn about a yard long, cast this 
number of stitches and work k1, p1 rib for length of 
foot.

  6.  Do not cast off. Cut the yarn about two yards from the 
knitting, and thread through a tapestry needle.

  7.  Starting with the stitch farthest away from the yarn 
tail, thread the needle through each stitch and pull 
the yarn gently but firmly to gather. Once the  fabric 
has been gathered as much as possible, anchor with 
a sewing stitch. This will be the inside of the slipper.

  8.  Sew the two sides together for about 40 to 50% of 
the length, forming the top of the slipper. Anchor 
the sewing stitches, cut the excess yarn, and hide the 
tail.

  9.  Make the back and heel by folding the cast-on edge 
in half and, starting at the top, sewing the two halves 
together using the tail of yarn left from casting on. 
At the end, gather the bottom a bit to make a heel. 
Anchor the sewing and hide the tail.

10.  Turn the slipper right side out.
11.  Make another identical slipper.

For the unfelted slippers shown here, I measured the 
circumference of my foot at 81⁄4" (21 cm). My gauge in 
ribbing was 41⁄2 sts/inch (1.8 sts/cm) on size 101⁄2 (6.5 mm) 
needles. The product of size and gauge is 37.125 (37.8), 
which I rounded down to 36 stitches because ribbing 
tends to stretch. The length of my foot is 11" (28 cm), 

so I knitted the 36 stitches for 11" (28 cm), then followed 
the directions for sewing. These slippers fit women’s size 
8 to 10.

When I knit items to be paired, such as slippers, 
mittens, and even sleeves, I do them both at the same 
time. That way I’m sure they’ll be identical. It is easy to 
knit these slippers two at a time because they are knitted 
straight and I can work them on the same needle. I 
prefer using a circular needle. When knitting two items 
on the same needle, however, there can be confusion, 
especially if I stop knitting for a while—it may not be 
clear on which side of the needle to proceed. I solve 
that problem by never stopping my knitting between 
slippers, but always in the middle of one or the other. 
That way, the sequence is unambiguous.

These slippers seem to be just the right weight when 
knitted at the suggested gauge of 4 to 5 stitches to 
the inch. rather than using one bulky yarn, I find that 
using two smaller yarns of slightly different colors 
adds to the visual interest of the fabric. These slippers 
have one strand of harrisville Shetland two-ply wool in 
peacock, and one strand of JaggerSpun 3/8 wool, also 
in peacock. The harrisville peacock is lighter in color 
than the JaggerSpun and heathery, contributing to the 
interesting color effect.

These slippers were knitted  following the original pattern. I used 
one strand of Harrisville Shetland two-ply wool, and one strand of 
JaggerSpun 3/8 wool. One yarn is lighter in color than the other, 

contributing to the  interesting color effect.

The Original (not felted) Slipper Pattern 
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Materials: 1 pound (or less) of processed wool 
fleece (roving); hot water (120–125°F); cold water 
(40–45°F); liquid dishwashing soap (without bleach); 
scrap muslin or cotton fabric; nylon stockings (cut 
off the legs of a pair of old pantyhose); tulle (mesh 
fabric used for bridal veils); string; 2 or 3 short 
pieces of 1⁄4" or 1⁄2" wood dowels, 5–6 inches long. 
notions: 2 wool carders or pet grooming combs, 2 
tubs, 2 or 3 towels, fabric scissors, utility knife. Optional: 
apron, dishwashing gloves, cooking thermometer.

note 
Felting is possible with many animal fibers but 
works best with sheep wool. To make these felted 
beads, begin with fleece that has been processed—
washed to remove much of the lanolin and organic 
material, dyed for color, and carded so the fibers 
are organized. Stores that cater to spinners are the 
best source for roving (washed and carded wool 
fleece). 

Purchasing Fleece
Every breed of sheep produces fiber with distinct 
characteristics, so ask for a variety when you 
purchase your samples of fleece—each will felt a bit 
differently. Finer fibers make compact and dense 
felt, while coarse fibers make a hairy felt. Washed, 
combed, and dyed fleece is lightweight, so a pound 
of fiber will go a long way—an ounce or two of each 
color should be enough to begin learning with.
When just starting out, try 100% wool roving before 
using wool blends (such as wool/silk, wool/mohair, 
wool/angora, wool/ llama, and wool/qiviut).

Wool Preparation
Prepare the fleece by gently pulling small tufts 
from the roving. hold the roving in one hand while 
grasping the end of the fibers in your other hand 
between your fingers and the base of your palm. 

Easy Felted Beads
design by Amy Clarke Moore

Originally published in Interweave Felt, 2007
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Amy Clarke Moore witnessed the transforming effects 
of felting at her college Laundromat when she saw a 
young woman at the other end of the room hold up 
a doll-size sweater by its shoulders. She’ll never forget 
the horrified look on the woman’s face as she moaned, 
“my Peruvian sweater!” While the young woman’s 
felting experience was accidental and traumatic, 
making felt on purpose is magical. Making beads with 
felt is just plain fun.
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The tufts should be about the width of your hand, 
transparent and fluffy. Each tuft is a layer of fleece and 
will be combined with other layers to create the felt. 
Arrange each layer so that the direction of the individual 
fibers is perpendicular to the layer below. Crisscrossing 
the layers in this way helps the fibers interlock during 
the felting process. Layer the fleece evenly to create a 
small pillow (called a batt)—it should be thick enough 
so that you can’t see through it.

If your roving doesn’t pull out easily, it may be 
necessary to card the fibers first. Carding separates and 
aligns fibers that are clumped together. If you don’t 
have access to wool carders, pet grooming combs 
are an inexpensive alternative. hold a carder in one 
hand—palm up—with the back of the carder facing 
down. With your other hand, catch small amounts of 
fiber along the edge of the teeth near the handle. 
Spread the fiber thinly and evenly along the top edge 
of the teeth so that just the tips of the fiber are caught. 
grasp the second carder in your other hand—palm 
down—with the back of the carder facing up. hold the 
bottom carder still while you gently comb the fibers 
with the top carder, just barely brushing the teeth of 
the two carders together. Allow the fiber to transfer 
from the bottom carder to the top carder. Take the 
fiber off the carder by gently pulling up on the bottom 
edge of the carded fleece and lifting it off the carder. 
Make three of these carded layers to create a batt.

Water Preparation
Set up the hot- and cold-water tubs with 3"–4" of water, 
keeping the temperatures as hot and as cold as you can 
tolerate. (Felting occurs more rapidly with extreme 
temperatures.) If you have a thermometer handy, keep 
the hot water at 120°–125°F and the cold water at 40°–
45°F. Add a small amount of no-bleach dishwashing 
soap to the hot-water tub. Keep a kettle full of boiling 
water to add to the hot-water tub as it cools and keep 
ice on hand for the cold-water tub. As you switch 
between the hot and cold water, the temperatures will 
become more neutral, so it is important to refresh them 
frequently.

Felting
Place the batt (it will look like a light, fluffy little pillow 
of fleece) on a piece of tulle that is large enough to 
fold over the fleece. hold the ends of the fabric closed 
and gently lower into the hot water, until the package is 
soaked (photo 1, page 8). Lift out, fold in quarters, then 
reimmerse and squeeze under the water, taking care 
not to allow wisps of the fiber to escape from the tulle. 

next, immerse in the cold water, carefully squeezing, 
unfolding, and refolding in the opposite direction (photo 
2, page 8). go back and forth between the hot and cold 
tubs until the fleece begins to feel like a small sheet of 
fabric. As it felts, it will shrink and become more solid. 
you may completely felt this piece or stop while it is 
still possible to pull apart the fibers (photo 3, page 8). A 
lightly felted fabric is a bit more manageable because 
it holds its shape as a fabric, yet has the capability of 
felting to other pieces. Try cutting shapes from a lightly 
felted sheet and stacking them and repeating the felting 
process to create beads that look stratified.

Cylindrical Beads
use wooden dowels to create beads with a center. Cut a 
strip of muslin and wrap it around the dowel to prevent 
the felt from sticking to the wood. Take a lightly felted 
sheet and cut it into a narrow band (narrower than the 
muslin). roll it around the dowel. Wrap a band of the 
tulle over the felt and immerse the assembly in the hot 
water—squeeze it under the water, then take it out and 
roll it on a hard, flat surface. repeat this process in the 
cold water. Continue switching between the hot- and 
cold-water tubs until the felt bead feels firm. Slide it off 
the dowel and lay it on a towel to dry.

round Beads
To make balls, take a small strip of roving and wrap 
it around itself until it is the size of an acorn. Place 
one ball in the toe of a nylon stocking, tie the nylon 
closed with a piece of string, and place the next ball 
in the stocking. Continue until you have a caterpillar-
like bundle. Immerse the stocking in the hot water 
and squeeze like you are wringing out a sponge. hold 
the bundle above the tub and squeeze out the excess 
water, then immerse it in the cold water, squeezing and 
mashing it until it feels cold. next, return it to the hot-
water tub. repeat this process back and forth several 
times until the balls start to feel smaller and firmer. 
remove the balls from the nylon. They will look a 
little misshapen and wrinkled. next, individually shape 
each ball by holding it in the hot-water tub and then 
squeezing out the water. roll the ball between your 
palms—the more quickly you roll, the faster the ball will 
firm up (photo 4, page 8). Immerse it in the cold water 
and continue the process until it is round and solid.

At this point, you may want to add layers to the ball to 
create a larger bead. Consider using a contrasting color 
for the next layer—then you can cut the ball in half to 
expose a core of a different color. The second layer of 
fleece will give you more control over the wrinkles and 
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size of the ball. Wrap a single layer of fleece around the 
ball and place it in the nylon stocking again and repeat 
the whole process (photo 5 below).

Drying and Finishing
Lay the finished beads on a towel to dry (may take up 
to 24 hours). You can assemble the beads by sewing 
them with a fine beading needle and strong thread. 
Keep your experiments going by embel lishing with 

seed beads, dotting and striping with fabric paint, 
embroidering, or needlefelting designs onto the 
beads  o

AMY CLARKE MOORE was introduced to the magic 
of felting while a student at Colorado State University. 
These days, she enjoys making small felt accessories 
for her daughter, Hannah.
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Size: One size to fit an adult hand.

Materials: Classic Alpaca by The Alpaca Yarn 
Company 100% superfine alpaca 1.75 oz (50g) ball 
= 110 yds. 
Main Color (MC) – 4 balls; Color (A) – 1 ball; this is 
enough for 2 mitts.
Shown in #1629 (MC), #0100 (A).

Needles: US #11 (8.0 mm) double pointed needles.

Notions: Stitch markers, tapestry needle

Gauge: Not important on this project

Techniques & Special  
Stitch Instructions:  
I-Cord
CO required number of sts onto DP needles. [Knit 
sts, do not turn needles. Slide sts to right side 
of needle and put needle in left hand.] Repeat 
between [ ]. (See Glossary.)

Grafting (Kitchener Stitch)
Arrange stitches on two needles. Hold needles with 
points facing the same direction, wrong sides of fabric 
together. Thread a tapestry needle with matching 
yarn (approximately 1" per stitch). Working from right 
to left and RS facing, proceed as follows:
* Front needle: yarn through 1st stitch as if to purl, 
leave stitch on needle.
Back needle: yarn through 1st stitch as if to knit, 
leave on needle. Then continue as follows:* Front 
needle: through 1st stitch as if to knit, slip off needle; 
through next stitch as if to purl, leave on needle.
Back needle: through 1st stitch as if to purl, slip off 
needle; through next stitch as if to knit, leave on 
needle. * Adjust tension to match rest of knitting and 
continue between * * until all stitches are worked in 
this fashion. (See Glossary.)

Felted Oven Mitts
designed by The Alpaca Yarn Company by Beth Lutz
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MITT
* worked with a double strand throughout
Cast on 46 sts with A and divide onto 3 DPN’s. Join and 
work 3 rounds of reverse St st. (purl every round).
Join MC and work 5 rounds in St st. Switch to A and 
work 10 rounds. Switch back to MC and work another 10 
rounds. With a piece of waste yarn, knit next 5 sts. Slide 
the 5 sts just worked back to the LH needle and picking 
up the MC yarn, continue for another 20 rounds. 
Note: For second mitt, work the waste yarn at the last 5 
sts of the round. Proceed with second mitt as for first.
Place marker at the beginning of the round and between 
sts 23 & 24. Work decreases at the top of the mitten as 
follows:
Round 1: * [SSK, k until 2 sts remain before marker, 
K2tog], repeat once for second side of mitt.
Round 2: Knit all sts.
Repeat these 2 rounds until a total of 20 sts remain. 
Divide sts onto 2 needles and work Kitchener st to join at 
top of mitt. Weave in ends.

Thumb
Remove the waste yarn and place the 5 sts at the bottom 
of the opening onto one DPN and put the 5 sts at the 
top of the opening on another DPN. Knit 5 sts from 
first needle, pu 3 sts on side between needles, k5 from 
second needle, pu 3 sts between needles. Disburse 16 
sts between the 3 needles. Work 12 rounds.
Begin decreases at top of thumb as follows:
Round 1: ( K2, k2tog ) 4 times.
Round 2: Knit
Round 3: (K1, k2tog ) 4 times.
Round 4: Knit
Round 5: K2 tog 4 times.
Cut yarn and thread onto tapestry needle. Pull yarn 
through all sts on the needles and pull top of thumb 
together. Weave in ends.

Finishing
Weave in all loose ends. Attach a single strand of A at 
the thumb side of cast on edge. PU 3 sts and work a 3 
st I-cord for about 8". BO all sts and join the loose end 
beside the attached end to make a hanging loop.

Felting Instructions
The felting process works best when hot water is used. 
Place the mitt in a zippered bag and put in washing 
machine with a small amount of soap and a pair of jeans. 
All machines work differently; if possible, check the 
progress about halfway through the first wash cycle. 
Check to make sure that the thumb has not felted to 
itself. If the loop appears to be closing up, cut a piece of 
a plastic bag and tie the plastic in the loop so it cannot 
felt onto itself. Depending on machines, two or three 
cycles may be required to fully felt the mitt.  o

Abbreviations Used
BO bind off
co cast on
DPN double point needle
k knit
k2tog knit two together
p purl
p2tog purl two together
pm place marker
pu pick up
RS  right side
SSK  slip 2 stitches individually 

as if to knit, knit the two sts 
together

St st stockinette stitch
st(s) stitch(es)
WS wrong side
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Finished Size: 12" wide at top edge, 14" wide at bottom, 33⁄4" 
deep at base, and 101⁄2" tall from base to top edge (excluding 
strap), after felting.

Yarn: Brown Sheep Lamb’s Pride Worsted (85% wool, 15% mohair; 
190 yd [174 m]/ 113 g): #M08 wild oak (medium brown, MC), 3 
skeins; #M151 chocolate soufflé (dark brown, CC), 1 skein.

Needles: Size 9 (5.5 mm): straight and 5 double-pointed (dpn). 
Adjust needle size if necessary to obtain the correct gauge.

Notions: Cable needle (cn); markers (m); stitch holders; tapestry 
needle; one sheet of plastic mesh canvas for stiffening base; one 
5⁄8" button.

Gauge: 16 sts and 24 rows = 4" in St st before felting; about 181⁄2 
sts and 271⁄2 rows = 4" in St st after felting (your result may vary).

Stitch guide
Right Side Double Increase (RS dbl inc): Knit into the front and 
back of next st, then sl original st off left needle. Insert the left 
needle tip into the vertical strand between the 2 sts just made 
from left to right, and knit the lifted strand through the back 
loop—1 st inc’d to 3 sts.

Wrong Side Double Increase (WS dbl inc): Work (p1, k1, p1) all in 
same st—1 st inc’d to 3 sts.

5-into-1 Decrease: (WS) Sl 3 sts to right needle as if to purl with yarn 
in front (pwise wyf), *pass 2nd st on right needle over first st, sl first st 
on right needle back to left needle, pass 2nd st on left needle over 
first st*, sl first st on left needle back to right needle; rep from * to * 
once more. Knit st rem on left needle—5 sts dec’d to 1 st.

3-into-1 Decrease: (WS) Sl 2 sts to right needle pwise wyf, pass 
2nd st on right needle over first st, sl first st on right needle back 
to left needle and pass 2nd st on left needle over first st. Knit st 
rem on left needle—3 sts dec’d to 1 st.

Strap Cable: (worked over 6 sts)
rows 1, 3, and 7: (rS) K6.
rows 2, 4, 6, and 8: (WS) K1, p4, k1.

Celtic Tote
design by Jennifer Tallapaneni

Originally published in Interweave Knits, Winter 2007
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This unique bag will bring you the 
luck o' the Irish! It's a beautiful, sturdy 
handbag that you'll want to carry all 
winter.
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row 5: K1, sl 2 sts onto cn 
and hold in front, k2, k2 
from cn, k1.

notes
•	 	The	 back	 and	 front	 of	

the bag are worked 
separately, then sewn 
to the sides and bottom 
during finishing.

•	 	The	 sides	 and	 bottom	
are worked in one piece. 
The first side starts at the 
top edge and increases 
toward the bottom. At 
the beginning of the 
bottom, the stitch count 
is doubled, and the 
bottom is worked in the 
round to form a tube 
for the plastic canvas 
stiffener. After inserting 
the plastic canvas, the 
bottom tube is closed 
by knitting stitches from both layers together, and 
the second side is worked upward toward the top 
edge with decreases to mirror the shaping of the first 
side.

•	 	Work	all	decreases	and	 increases	one	stitch	 in	 from	
the edge.

Back
With MC and straight needles, CO 64 sts. Work 6 rows 
in rev St st (purl on rS; knit on WS), ending with a WS 
row. Next row: (rS) K7, place marker (pm), work row 1 of 
Celtic Cable chart over next 21 sts (inc to 25 sts as shown 
on chart), pm, k8, pm, work row 1 of Celtic Cable chart 
over next 21 sts (inc them to 25 sts as shown on chart), 
pm, k7—72 sts. Next row: (WS; row 2 of chart) K1, ssk, 
work in patt to last 3 sts, (inc 4 sts for each cable as shown 
on chart), k2tog, k1—78 sts; 29 sts for each cable, 8 sts 
between cables, 6 sts each side. Working sts in marked 
sections according to cable chart and sts outside cables 
in rev St st, cont in patt, inc for cables on rows 5 and 6 
as shown on chart—86 sts after completing row 6; 33 sts 
each cable, 8 sts between cables, 6 sts each side. Cont in 
patt until row 10 has been completed. Next row: (rS; row 
11 of chart) P1, p2tog, work in patt to last 3 sts, ssp (see 
glossary), p1—84 sts rem; 33 sts each cable, 8 sts between 
cables, 5 sts each side. Cont in patt until row 19 of chart 

has been completed. Next 
row: (WS; row 20 of chart) 
Dec 1 st at each side as 
for row 2, and dec 4 sts 
from each cable as shown 
on chart—74 sts rem; 29 sts 
each cable, 8 sts between 
cables, 4 sts each side. Dec 
1 st each end of needle (as 
 established) on rows 29, 38, 
and 47, cont in patt until row 
47 has been completed—68 
sts; 29 sts each cable, 8 sts 
between cables, 1 st each 
side. Cont in patt until row 
55 has been completed. 
Next row: (WS; row 56 of 
chart) K1, ssk removing 
marker (m) from between 
sts worked tog, work in patt 
to last 3 sts, k2tog removing 
m from between sts worked 
tog, k1—66 sts; 1 edge st 
and 28 cable sts each side, 

8 sts between cables. Note: The red dotted lines on the 
chart show the location of the decs at the outer edges of 
the cables; each cable loses only 1 st from its outer edge 
on rows 56 and 65, and not 1 st from both edges. Cont 
in patt until row 66 has been completed, dec 2 sts from 
each cable in rows 59 and 60 as shown on chart, and dec 
1 st as established each end of needle on row 66—56 sts; 
1 edge st and 23 cable sts each side, 8 sts between cables. 
Next row: BO 7 sts (1 st rem on right needle), k1, ssk, k3, 
place 6 sts just worked on holder for strap, BO next 10 sts 
(1 st rem on right needle), purl the next 7 sts and place 
8 sts just worked on holder for button flap, BO next 10 
sts (1 st rem on right needle), k1, ssk, k3, place 6 sts just 
worked on holder for strap, BO rem 7 sts, fasten off last 
st—2 groups of 6 strap sts, 1 group of 8 button-flap sts. 
Strap: Place 1 group of 6 strap sts on dpn and rejoin yarn 
with rS facing. rep rows 1–8 of strap cable (see Stitch 
guide) 9 times. using Kitchener st (see glossary), graft 6 
strap sts on needle to 6 strap sts on holder. Button flap: 
Place center 8 sts on dpn and rejoin yarn with rS facing. 
Work button flap as foll:
Row 1: (rS) Ssk, p4, k2tog—6 sts.
Rows 2, 4, and 6: (WS) P1, k4, p1.
Rows 3, 5, and 7: K1, p4, k1.
Row 8: P1, k1, work 3-st one-row buttonhole (see glossary), 
p1.
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Row 9: rep row 3.
BO all sts.

Front
Work as for back until row 66 of chart has been 
completed—56 sts; 1 edge st and 23 cable sts each side, 
8 sts between cables. Next row: BO 7 sts (1 st rem on right 
needle), k1, ssk, k3, place 6 sts just worked on holder for 
strap, BO next 28 sts (1 st rem on right needle), k1, ssk, 
k3, place 6 sts just worked on holder for strap, BO rem 7 
sts—2 groups of 6 strap sts. Work strap as for back.

Sides and Bottom
First side: With MC and straight needles, CO 6 sts. Beg 
and ending with a rS row, work 75 rows in rev St st, inc 
1 st each end of needle every 12 rows 6 times—18 sts. 
Bottom: On the next WS row, work k1f&b 18 times—36 
sts. Next row: (rS) *K1, sl 1 pwise wyf; rep from * to end. 
holding needle with sts in your left hand and 2 empty 
dpn in your right hand, sl the first st to the front dpn, then 
the second st to the back dpn, and cont slipping sts to 
alternate needles in this manner so the odd-numbered 
sts are on one dpn and the even-numbered sts are on 
the other. rearrange sts on 4 dpn for working in the 
rnd with 9 sts on each needle, and pm for beg of rnd. 
Work in St st (knit all sts every rnd) until tube measures 
16" from where st count doubled. Cut a 3" × 15" piece 
of plastic mesh canvas and insert it into the tube. Sl sts 
from first 2 needles of rnd onto one dpn, then sl rem 

sts onto a second dpn—18 sts each on 2 needles. hold 
dpn tog and parallel in your left hand with working yarn 
coming from the first st of one needle. Join sts from 
both needles tog to close tube as foll: *Insert straight 
needle into first st on each dpn and work them tog as 1 
st; rep from * to end—18 sts. Second side: Work 75 rows 
in rev St st, dec 1 st each end of needle every 12 rows 6 
times—6 sts rem. Note: Make sure to work the rev St st 
patt for the second side so the purl faces of both sides 
are on the rS of the piece. BO all sts.

Finishing
With CC threaded on a tapestry needle, work backstitch 
embroidery (see glossary) along the inner and outer 
curves of the cables as shown. With WS (knit side) facing, 
sew selvedges of sides to selvedges of front and back, 
easing sides to fit. With rS (purl side) facing, sew CO 
edges of front and back to bottom tube. Weave in ends. 
Wash bag vigorously in hot soapy water until bag felts 
slightly, checking the results often to avoid over-felting. 
Individual rev St sts should still be visible on rS and cables 
should remain well defined. rinse thoroughly, pull to 
shape, and allow to air-dry. Sew button to center front 
about 1" down from BO edge. If necessary, cable outline 
embroidery can be tidied with needle-felting.  o

JEnnIFEr TALLAPAnEnI knits and designs in Dallas, 
Texas. See more of her work and read her blog at www.
pieknits.com.

RISK-FREE 
TRIALOFFER

Discover knitwear designs that will capture your imagination.

From cover to cover, Interweave Knits magazine gives you great 
projects, from the beginner to the advanced. Every issue is packed full 
of captivating smart designs, step-by-step instructions, easy-to-
understand illustrations, plus well-written, lively articles sure to inspire.

Take advantage of this special risk-free offer today!

interweave.com/go/kdiwk

http://www.interweave.com/go/kdiwk
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Celtic Cablek on RS; p on WS

p on RS; k on WS

k2tog

ssk

RS dbl inc (see Stitch Guide)

WS dbl inc (see Stitch Guide)

5-into-1 dec (see Stitch Guide)

3-into-1 dec (see Stitch Guide)

no stitch

sl 1 st onto cn, hold in back, k2, p1 from cn

sl 2 sts onto cn, hold in front, p1, k2 from cn

sl 2 sts onto cn, hold in back, k2, k2 from cn

sl 2 sts onto cn, hold in front, k2, k2 from cn

sl 2 sts onto cn, hold in back, k2, p2 from cn

sl 2 sts onto cn, hold in front, p2, k2 from cn

sl 3 sts onto cn, hold in back, k2,
return purl st on cn to left needle
and purl it, k2 from cn

sl 3 sts onto cn, hold in front, k2,
return purl st on cn to left needle
and purl it, k2 from cn

3

5

3

k on RS; p on WS

p on RS; k on WS

k2tog

ssk

RS dbl inc (see Stitch Guide)

WS dbl inc (see Stitch Guide)

5-into-1 dec (see Stitch Guide)

3-into-1 dec (see Stitch Guide)

no stitch

sl 1 st onto cn, hold in back, k2, p1 from cn

sl 2 sts onto cn, hold in front, p1, k2 from cn

sl 2 sts onto cn, hold in back, k2, k2 from cn

sl 2 sts onto cn, hold in front, k2, k2 from cn

sl 2 sts onto cn, hold in back, k2, p2 from cn

sl 2 sts onto cn, hold in front, p2, k2 from cn

sl 3 sts onto cn, hold in back, k2,
return purl st on cn to left needle
and purl it, k2 from cn

sl 3 sts onto cn, hold in front, k2,
return purl st on cn to left needle
and purl it, k2 from cn

3

5

3
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Finished Size: Before felting: 11" wide and 13" high, 
not including strap. After felting: 9" wide and 81⁄2" high, 
not including strap.

Yarn: Cascade Pastaza (50% llama, 50% wool; 132 yd 
[121 m]/100 g): #048 raisin (MC) (alternate bag shown 
in #303 flesh), 2 skeins; #043 mocha, about 6 yd (5.5 m); 
#062 redwood, about 2 yd (1.8 m).

Needles: Size 13 (9 mm): 16" circular (cir) and set of 4 or 
5 double-pointed (dpn). Adjust needle size if necessary 
to obtain the correct gauge.

Notions: Markers (m); tapestry needle; one 9⁄16" round 
magnetic snap; 4" of grosgrain ribbon (for snap back-
ing); sewing needle and thread; two 3 cm Lucite rings 
(available at most bead shops).

Gauge: 11 sts and 14 rnds = 4" in St st in the rnd with 
yarn doubled, before felting.

Notes
•  Bag is initially worked as two separate pieces (A 

and B) beginning with I-cord and working down. 
After increases are completed on the first piece, it is 
transferred onto the circular needle. Once the second 
piece is worked to the same point it is also transferred 
onto the circular needle; the next round will combine 
the two parts for working as one piece in the round.

Bag
Piece A: With MC doubled and dpn, CO 3 sts, leaving an 
8" tail. Work a 3" I-cord (see Glossary). Next row: Ceas-
ing to work as I-cord, purl 1 WS row.
Row 1: (RS) [K1f&b] 3 times—6 sts.
Rows 2, 4, 6, and 8: (WS) Purl.
Row 3: K1, [k1f&b] 4 times, k1—10 sts.

Dumpling Bags 
design by Sharon Dreifuss
Originally published in Interweave Knits, Fall 2008
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These bags are so cute you won't want to stop 
at just one! Try embellishing each bag you make 
differently—with needlefelting,  embroidery, beads, 
ribbons, and so on. The possibilities are endless.
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Row 5: [K1, k1f&b] 2 times, k2, [k1, k1f&b] 2 times—14 
sts.
Row 7: [K1, k1f&b] 3 times, k1, [k1, k1f&b] 3 times, k1—20 
sts.
Row 9: [K1, k1f&b] 4 times, k1f&b, k1, [k1, k1f&b] 4 times, 
k1f&b, k1—30 sts.
Row 10: (WS) Purl.
Break yarn and place sts on cir needle. Piece B: With 
MC doubled and dpn, CO 3 sts. Work a 13" I-cord. Next 
row: Ceasing to work as I-cord, purl 1 WS row. Work 
rows 1–10 as for piece A. Do not break yarn. With rS 
of each piece facing, place sts on cir needle to right of 
piece A. using yarn attached to piece B, knit piece B, 
then piece A—60 sts. Place marker (pm) and join in the 
rnd. Work in St st until piece measures 61⁄2" from join. 
Next rnd: *K10, pm; rep from * around. Shape bag:
Rnd 1: *Knit to 2 sts before m, k2tog, sl m; rep from * 
around—6 sts dec’d.
Rnd 2: Knit.
rep last 2 rows 5 more times—24 sts rem. Break yarn, 
leaving a 10" tail. With tail threaded on a tapestry nee-
dle, pull through rem sts and gather bag bottom until 
completely closed. Secure tail to WS.

Finishing
Embroidery: With a single strand of mocha threaded on 
a tapestry needle, work chain st (see glossary) in undu-
lating vine and berry stems around middle of bag. With 
a single strand of redwood, work French knots (see 
glossary), wrapping yarn around needle 4 times for 
each French knot. Handle construction: Thread one 
Lucite ring onto the short I-cord of piece A. With tail, 

sew I-cord end to inside of bag creating a small loop 
and leaving the ring able to slide a little bit. Thread lon-
ger I-cord of piece B through the Lucite ring on piece A. 
Once the longer I-cord is through that ring, thread the 
second Lucite ring onto the long I-cord of piece B, then 
thread the same end back through the Lucite ring of 
piece A so that the I-cord of piece B doubles back on 
itself. The second ring on the longer I-cord of piece B 
will act as a stopper and keep the I-cord from coming 
back through the ring on piece A. Sew the end of the 
longer I-cord of piece B to the inside of piece B to form 
a large loop. Weave in loose ends. Felting: Place fin-
ished bag inside a zippered pillowcase (not laundry 
mesh bag), add an old pair of rubber flip-flops or jeans 
(for extra agitation) in a washing machine on hottest 
temperature with a little detergent. run machine on 
short cycle (15–30 minutes) and check to see felting 
progress. Felt the bag until it reaches the desired size 
and texture. under-felting leaves st definition and bag 
will be floppy with knit-like structure. Over-felting leaves 
bag too small. When finished felting, shape by stuffing 
with plastic grocery bags; air-dry. Magnetic snap: Cut 
grosgrain ribbon into two 2" lengths. Trifold ribbon, 
then fold horizontally and cut 2 small slits to push 
prongs of snap through. Slide snap-back piece onto 
prongs and fold prongs in to secure to ribbon. Sew rib-
bon to inside of bag where pieces A and B meet.  o

ShArOn DrEIFuSS designs, teaches bag-knitting 
workshops, podcasts, and adores her seven children 
and (one!) husband outside of Chicago. you can find 
more of her work at www.she-knits.com.

RISK-FREE
TRIAL OFFER
PIECEWORK I S  A  U N I Q U E  M A G A Z I N E  F O R  T H O S E  
W H O  L O V E  A L L  F O R M S  O F  N E E D L E W O R K .  

Every issue will bring you well-researched stories, beautiful projects 
to make, and a historical perspective you won’t �nd anywhere else!

interweave.com/go/pwkd

http://www.interweave.com/go/pwkd
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chain handle. To make a dense fabric that will keep 
its shape without an additional lining, Laura felted 
the bag in her washing machine. For added interest, 
she knitted a single stockinette-stitch panel that she 
decorated with bobbles and buttons and attached to 
the center of the bag front, base, and back.

Finished Size: About 14½" (37 cm) wide at base, 10½" 
(26.5 cm) wide at top, and 12" (30.5 cm) long after felting.

Yarn: Worsted weight (#4 Medium).
Shown here: Tahki Donegal Tweed homespun (100% 
wool; 183 yd [167 m]/100 g): #866 grey tweed, 3 skeins.

Needles: Sizes 13 (9 mm) and 11 (8 mm): 20" (50 cm) 
circular (cir); size 8 (5 mm). Adjust needle size if neces-
sary to obtain the correct gauge.

Notions: Markers, one of a unique color (m); stitch 
holder; tapestry needle; two 1½" (3.8 cm) silver rings 
(rings shown are item #4804 by La Mode); 20" (51 cm) 
heavy chain (www.davabeadandtrade.com); 2 sets of 
pliers; sharp-point sewing needle and matching thread; 
lingerie bag; twelve 7⁄8" (2.2 cm) half-ball covered but-
tons; four 11⁄8" (3 cm) half-ball covered buttons; 1⁄8 yd 
(0.15 meter) fabric for button covers.

Gauge:
12½ stitches and 16¾ rows = 4" (10 cm) with single 
strand of yarn in stockinette stitch on middle-size 
needles, before felting. 10½ stitches and 131⁄2 rows = 4" 
(10 cm) with double strand of yarn in stockinette stitch 
on largest needles, before felting.

Stitch guide
Make Bobble (MB)
(K1, p1, k1, p1) into same st; pass 2nd, 3rd, and 4th sts 
over the first.

Laura Irwin used buttons and bobbles to decorate 
this sturdy bag. She began by knitting a rectangular 
base with the yarn doubled for extra thickness, 
then she picked up stitches around all four edges 
and worked the body of the bag to the top, using 
just a single strand of yarn. Along the way, she 
worked decreases to give the bag a graceful pouch 
shape. She added short tabs to the top of each side 
for attaching metal rings that secure the metal 

Formal Boot Bag
design by Laura Irwin

Originally published in Bag Style (Interweave, 2007)



18presented by knittingdailyFormal Boot Bag

Felt Projects:  6 Free Felted Knitting Patterns from KnittingDaily

Bag
With 2 strands of yarn held tog and largest needles, 
CO 34 sts. 

Base
Beg with a RS row, work in St st for 12 rows, ending with 
a WS row. 

Sides
(RS) K34, place marker (pm), pick up and knit 11 sts along 
short side of piece already knitted, pm, pick up and knit 
34 sts along CO edge, pm, pick up and knit 11 sts along 
other short side, pm of unique color—90 sts total. Join 
for working in the rnd. Knit 21 rnds. Change to a single 
strand of yarn and middle-size needles. Knit 12 rnds. 
Dec rnd: Ssk, knit to 2 sts before m, k2tog, slip marker 
(sl m), k11, sl m, ssk, knit to 2 sts before m, k2tog, sl m, 
k11—4 sts dec’d. Rep Dec rnd once more—82 sts rem. 
Knit 26 rnds. Next rnd: BO 30 sts, k11 for ring strap and 
place these 11 sts on a holder, BO 30 sts, k11 for other 
ring strap.

Ring Straps
Work 11 sts back and forth in St st for 9 rows. BO all sts. 
Rejoin yarn to 11 held ring strap sts and work in St st for 
9 rows. BO all sts. 

Unfelted Bobble Panel 
With a single strand of yarn and smallest needles, CO 
29 sts.
Row 1: (RS) K4, p2, MB (see Stitch Guide), p1, k13, p1, 
MB, p2, k4.
Row 2 and all WS rows: Knit the knits and purl the 
purls.
Row 3: K4, p2, k1, p1, k13, p1, k1, p2, k4.
Rows 5–12: Rep Rows 1–4 two times.
Rows 13 and 14: Rep Rows 3 and 4. 
Rep Rows 1–14 three more times—piece measures 
9¼" (23.5 cm) from CO. Rep Rows 1–4 eight times, 
then work Rows 3 and 4 once—piece measures 14¾" 
(37.5 cm) from CO. Rep Rows 1–14 three more times, 

then work Rows 1–4 two times, then work Row 1 once 
more—piece measures 23½" (59.5 cm) from CO. With 
WS facing, BO all sts in patt. 

Finishing
Weave in loose ends.

Felting
Fold ring strap over ring and whipstitch (see box) to in-
side of bag. Place bag in lingerie bag and put in wash-
ing machine set for shortest cycle with lowest water 
level and hottest water. Add a little laundry soap and a 
pair of blue jeans to help agitation. Do not let bag go 
through the rinse cycle. Check progress every 5 min-
utes; it may take several cycles to felt to the desired 
thickness. Squeeze out water and roll in a bath towel to 
remove excess moisture. Lay flat and pull into shape. 
Let air-dry completely.

Blocking
Block unfelted panel with damp towel and warm iron.

Attach Panel to Bag
Center unfelted panel along center of felted bag, align-
ing CO edge of panel with top edge of bag front and 
BO edge of panel with top edge of bag back. With sew-
ing needle and matching thread, sew panel in place us-
ing a backstitch (see Glossary), leaving top edge open 
for pocket, if desired.

Buttons
Cover buttons with fabric according to directions on 
button package. With sewing needle and matching 
thread, sew buttons onto unfelted panel, catching the 
felted fabric for stability. Sew smaller buttons next to 
2nd, 5th, and 8th bobble from top of panel, and larger 
buttons next to 11th bobble from top of panel.

Attach Strap
Using pliers, open ring and slip end of chain onto ring. 
Close ring.  o
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Chain Stitch Embroidery
Bring threaded needle out from back to 
front at center of a knitted stitch. Form a 
short loop and insert needle back where 
it came out. Keeping the loop under the 
needle, bring needle back out in center of 
next stitch to the right.
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Whipstitch
With right side of work facing and 
working one stitch in from the edge, bring 
threaded needle out from back to front 
along edge of knitted piece.

I-Cord
With double-pointed needle, cast on 
desired number of  stitches. *Without 
turning the needle, slide the stitches to 
other end of the needle, pull the yarn 
around the back, and knit the stitches as 
usual; repeat from * for desired length.

2 (3, 4, 5) Stitch One-Row Buttonhole
Work to where you want the  buttonhole to begin, bring yarn to 
front, slip one purlwise, bring yarn to back (Figure 1). *Slip one 
purlwise, pass first slipped stitch over second; repeat from * one 
(two, three, four) more time(s). Place last stitch back on left needle 
(Figure 2), turn. Cast-on three (four, five, six) stitches as follows: 
*Insert right needle between the first and second stitches on left 
needle, draw up a loop, and place it on the left needle (Figure 3); 
repeat from * two (three, four, five) more times, turn. Bring yarn to 
back, slip first stitch off left needle onto right needle and pass last 
cast-on stitch over it (Figure 4), work to end of row.

Figure 4

Figure 1 Figure 2

Figure 3

Wraps Per Inch
If you substitute or spin a yarn for a project, you can compare the 
weight of the yarn to the project yarn by comparing wraps per 
inch. To do this, wrap your yarn around a ruler for one inch and 
count the number of wraps. If you have more wraps per inch, your 
yarn is too thin; fewer wraps per inch, your yarn is too thick.

Backstitch Seam
Working from right to left, one stitch in from selvedge, bring 
threaded needle up through both pieces of knitted fabric (Fig-
ure 1), then back down through both layers a short distance 
(about a row) to the right of the starting point (Figure 2). *Bring 
needle up through both  layers a row-length to the left of back-
stitch just made (Figure 3), then back down to the right, in same 
hole used before (Figure 4). Repeat from *, working backward 
one row for every two rows worked forward.

Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3 Figure 4

Kitchener Stitch
Step 1: Bring threaded needle 
through front stitch as if to purl 
and leave stitch on needle.
Step 2: Bring threaded needle 
through back stitch as if to knit 
and leave stitch on needle.
Step 3: Bring threaded needle 
through first front stitch as if to knit and slip this stitch off 
needle. Bring threaded needle through next front stitch as if 
to purl and leave stitch on needle.
Step 4: Bring threaded needle through first back stitch as if 
to purl (as illustrated), slip this stitch off, bring needle through 
next back stitch as if to knit, leave this stitch on needle.
Repeat Steps 3 and 4 until no stitches remain on needles.


