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Endnotes

Recently, fashion designers have been trending toward natu-
ral fi bers, something the American Sheep Industry Women 

have been promoting for over sixty years through the National 
Make It With Wool contest. Th is annual competition welcomes 
wool enthusiasts of all ages and off ers a wonderful opportunity 
for weavers to show their talents.

Make It With Wool participants compete in several age divi-
sions, from preteens (ages twelve and under) to adult (twenty-
fi ve and older), for prizes including sewing machines, wool 
fabric, notions, savings bonds, and college scholarships.  Th e 
contestants create and model outfi ts made from at least 60% 
wool for a panel of judges who evaluate the pieces on style, fi t, 
creativity, and construction. Participants must fi rst compete 
at the state level, then winners (except the preteens) advance 
to the national competition held each January in conjunc-
tion with the American Sheep Industry’s annual convention. 
For some families, Make It With Wool has become an annual 
tradition: some of today’s participants follow mothers and even 
grandmothers who competed in past contests.

Months of preparation, planning, and perseverance go into 
each contestant’s garment, from initial style sketching to fi nd-
ing the perfect combination of wool fabrics, stitching the fi nal 
hem, and styling the outfi t for the runway show. Handweavers 
know that today’s wool yarns are soft  and supple, and some are 
machine washable—a long way away from the stereotypical 
scratchy sweaters of yesteryear. Make It With Wool runways 
have been graced with many beautiful wool garments, from suits 
and coats to prom dresses, pajamas, and even a bathing suit!

Make It With Wool is much more than a sewing contest. 
“Th e guidelines for judging provide wonderful opportunities in 
interviewing, building self-confi dence, and teaching life skills,” 
said Carol Battenberg, Wisconsin state director. Helen Lechman, 
director for Colorado, agrees, “Th e confi dence, poise, and educa-
tion that the participants gain through this experience is beyond 
compare.” Th e ultimate goal for state participants is the privilege 
of attending the three-day national competition. Besides the 
excitement of travel, competitors have the opportunity to forge 
new and lasting friendships with others who share their passion. 

Th e potential to design or handweave the cloth for wool 
garments adds another dimension to the Make It With Wool 
experience. If you are interested in getting involved as a men-
tor, judge, or participant, please visit the web site 
www.makeitwithwool.com.

You can become part of what Pennsylvania state director 
Jodell Antram calls “an excellent learning opportunity on the 
road to becoming successful adults and citizens.” For sheep 
in the fi eld, wool may only be the coat on their backs, but for 
Make It With Wool contestants, it is the fuel for dreams. 

Winning With Wool
K A T H Y  A U G U S T I N E

Make It With Wool winners from 1959, 1979, 1996, and 2012.
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