
Easy Lace Pattern 
By Jackie Erickson-Schweitzer, from 

Interweave Knits, Summer 2006 

With size 8 needles and fingering 

yarn (or any yarn and a pair of 

larger-than-usual needles), 

loosely cast on 27 stitches (or any 

multiple of 9 stitches, the stitch 

repeat). You may find it helpful to 

place markers between each 9-

stitch repeat.  

 

Row 1: (RS) *K2, k2tog, yo, k1, 

yo, ssk, k2; rep from * to end of 

row. 

Rows 2, 4, 6: (WS) Purl. 

Row 3: *K1, k2tog, yo, k3, yo, ssk, 

k1; rep from * to end of row. 

Row 5: *K2tog, yo, k1, yo, sl 2 as 

if to k2tog, k1, pass sl sts over, 

yo, k1, yo, ssk; rep from * to end 

of row. 

Repeat Rows 1–6 for pattern. 

 

Note that in this pattern, you are 

working the yarnovers and 

decreases for lace patterning on 

the RS rows. The wrong-side 

return rows are considered “rest 

rows” because they are worked without any yarnovers or decreases. Although some lace 

patterns have patterning on every row, it is quite common for lace patterns to have rest rows 

that alternate with pattern rows. 

 

Check your work often. If you do discover a mistake, correct it right away. (See the end of this 

article for how to fix mistakes.)  

 

After you have knitted a few repeats of the pattern, finish with Row 6 of the repeat and bind off 

loosely.  



 

Pin out the swatch, stretching it so that the pattern formed by the holes is clearly visible. Then 

steam the swatch.  

Reading a chart for a simple lace pattern 

Instructions for knitted lace are often presented in chart form. Charts offer a graphic 

representation of the front or right side of the pattern. The chart above shows a visual picture 

of the lace pattern repeat given in the written instructions above.  

Each line of the chart represents a row of the stitch pattern. Each square represents a stitch.  

The chart is read from bottom to top, and RS rows are read from right to left, in the same 

direction as one normally knits. The first stitch on the left-hand needle as you’re ready to begin 

a row corresponds to the first square in the bottom right-hand corner of the chart. Notice how 

wrong-side rows have no patterning; they are rest rows.  

The symbol key tells what to do for each stitch; for example, a plain square represents a knitted 

stitch on a RS row or a purl stitch on a WS row, and a circle represents a yarnover. A right-

slanting line represents k2tog and means that you knit the stitch that corresponds to the k2tog 

square with the stitch to the left of it. Note that in this lace pattern, the chart shows that the 

number of stitches stays the same in each row—for every yarnover, there is a corresponding 

decrease, and vice versa.  

On Row 1, the right slanting k2tog decrease is paired with the yarnover that follows it, and the 

left-slanting ssk decrease is paired with the yarnover that precedes it. On Row 5, the center 

double decrease (sl 2 as if to k2tog, k1, pass sl sts over) decreases two stitches, and the 

yarnovers made on each side of the decrease add two stitches to compensate. 

Common mistakes and getting back on track 

If you discover a mistake, take a breath and stay calm. Even expert knitters make mistakes. The 

most common mistakes in lace knitting are fairly easy to fix. 

If you forgot to make a yarnover, identify where you omitted the yarnover and temporarily 

mark that spot with a removable marker or safety pin. On the return row, insert the right-hand 

needle from back to front under the running thread (the strand directly between and below the 

two needles), pick it up and place it on the left-hand needle ready to take the place of the 

missing yarnover. 

If you make an extra yarnover, on the return row drop the extra loop and continue on. At first 
that area will look a bit looser, but blocking will even out any irregularities. 



If the pattern design doesn’t look right or the stitch count is off, and you can’t identify the 
problem, unwork stitches one by one across the row. Recheck your stitch count until you get to 
a place where the pattern works properly again, then proceed. 
 
Using a lifeline 
A lifeline is a temporary thread inserted through a row of stitches that serves as a checkpoint if 
you need to rip out and redo several rows. Here’s how to make a lifeline:  
 
1) Decide on a lifeline row. A good choice is an unpatterned rest row at the beginning or end of 
a pattern repeat, for example Row 6 in our first lace-pattern example. 
 
2) After completing the designated row, thread a fine, smooth thread (crochet thread works 
well) in a contrasting color onto a tapestry needle and run it through the bottom of each stitch 
on the needle, but not through any markers. Pull the lifeline thread out on each side of the row, 
leaving tails at least 6" hanging down on each side. When you resume knitting, be careful not to 
knit the lifeline into the new stitches you make.  
 
With luck, you’ll never need to use the lifeline. But if you discover a mistake, remove the 
knitting needle and ravel down to the lifeline thread. With a smaller size knitting needle, pick 
up stitches along the lifeline thread by inserting the needle tip through each stitch held by the 
lifeline; follow the lifeline thread to pick up all the stitches in the original marked row so that 
they are mounted on the needle properly. Do not remove the lifeline.  
 
Count the stitches to be sure that you have the number you should have on the designated 
lifeline row. Then resume knitting with the original size needles. 
 

Preventing mistakes 
Practicing a few good habits will make it easy to work even the trickiest lace pattern. 

 Be sure that you can easily read and keep your place in the instructions. Enlarge charts 
and, if necessary, transcribe texts or charts into terminology or symbols that work for 
you. 

 Use a magnetic strip, ruler, or Post-it just above the row you are working. Doing so helps 
your eyes focus on that row while it allows you to check previously knitted rows as a 
reference point. 

 Create good working conditions: increase lighting, minimize distractions, and avoid 
knitting when you are tired. 

 Check your work often: count stitches, use markers liberally, and visually compare your 
knitting against any available charts and sample photographs. 

 Read the pattern out loud as you work through the pattern the first few times. 
Simultaneous seeing, hearing, and doing can be helpful. 

 


