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Crystal Radiance Brooch T i n a  K o y a m a

This brooch of concentric circles of brick stitch requires making gradual increases from round 

to round by changing bead sizes as well as changing the number of beads in each round.

technique >>  brick stitch

1: Foundation. Use 6' of thread to string the 
10mm crystal, leaving a 6" tail. Pass through 
the crystal again, wrapping the thread along the 
side of the crystal; repeat, wrapping the thread 
along the opposite side of the crystal. Pass 
through twice more so that two strands of 
thread are on each side of the crystal. Pull tight 
and tie a half hitch knot to stabilize the threads 
around the crystal (Figure 1).

2: Brick stitch. Work brick stitch around the 
crystal, anchoring the first round to the foun-
dation thread, and switching bead size for each 
round.
Round 1: String 2 size 11° cylinder beads and 

pass under the foundation thread and back 

through the last bead strung. String 1 size 
11° cylinder and pass under the thread and 
back through the bead just strung; repeat all 
around for a total of 19 beads. Step up at the 
end of each round by passing down through 
the first bead and up through the last bead.

Round 2: String 2 size 11° seed beads; *pass 
under the loop between the next 2 beads of 
the previous round and back through the 
last bead just strung. String 1 size 11° seed 
bead and repeat from * around, working 1 
increase halfway around the circle (20 beads 
total).

Round 3: Use size 11° cylinder hex beads with 
11 increases (31 total).

Round 4: Use size 11° seed beads with 1 
decrease (30 total).

Round 5: Use size 8° hex beads with 2 decreases 
(28 total).

Round 6: Use size 11° seed beads with 12 
increases (40 total).

Round 7: Use size 11° seed beads with 4 
increases (44 total).

Round 8: Use size 11° cylinder hex beads with 
15 increases (59 total).

Round 9: Use size 8° hex beads with 15 
decreases (44 total).

3: Crystal picots. Tie a knot to secure the 
thread, then exit the top of a hex bead in the 
last round. *String 1 size 11° seed bead, one 

Increasing and Decreasing

You will need to work a different number of 

beads in each round to maintain a flat 

circle; where you place each increase or 

decrease is not important as long as you 

spread them around the circumference 

fairly evenly. For example, if you know you 

will need to increase the round by four 

beads, you can place each increase about 

one-quarter of the way around. Bead 

counts are provided for this project; to 

figure your own counts for different beads, 

try counting the number of beads worked 

and the number of loops of thread remain-

ing to plan placement of the remaining 

increases or decreases. With experience, 

you will know an increase is needed when 

the loop of thread for the next stitch seems 

longer than the others (or shorter, indicat-

ing the need for a decrease).

Materials

5 g green bronze size 15° seed beads

5 g bronze size 11° cylinder beads

5 g metallic green size 11° cylinder hex 

beads

5 g bronze size 11° seed beads

5 g gold size 8° hex seed beads

11 erinite satin 4mm Swarovski crystal 

bicones

11 jet nut 2X 6mm Swarovski crystal bicones

1 smoky quartz dorado 10mm Swarovski 

crystal round

1–11⁄2" pin back

Size D Fireline thread

Tools

Size 10 beading needle

Scissors

FINISHED SIZE 2"

Figure 1 Figure 2



4mm bicone, and 3 size 15°s. Snug the beads 
close to the work, then pass back through the 
crystal. String 1 size 11° seed bead and pass 
down through the next hex bead. Pass up 
through the following hex bead and repeat 
from *, alternating 6mm and 4mm bicones. 
Tie a knot to secure the thread, then pass back 
through the beads to exit the sixth round.
4: Pin back. Open the pin and center it on the 
back of the work above the center crystal. 
Weave through the beads to exit near a hole at 
one end of the pin back. String 3 size 11° seed 
beads and pass through the pin and to the right 
side of the beadwork. Pass through 1 or 2 beads 
and to the back of the work to exit the opposite 
side of the same pinhole. String 3 size 11° seed 
beads and pass through the same pinhole to the 

front of the work (Figure 2). Repeat to secure 
each hole of the pin back, passing through 
beads as needed to avoid exposing any bare 
thread. If the pin back feels wobbly, weave 
through the beads again to reinforce. ✦

Beadwork artist and writer Tina Koyama teaches at Fusion 

Beads in Seattle, Washington. View Tina’s work at www.

tinakoyama.com.

RESOURCES

Check with your local bead shop or contact: All 
beads: Fusion Beads, (888) 781-3559, www.
fusionbeads.com.
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Brick Stitch

Begin by creating a foundation row in 
 ladder stitch. String 2 beads and pass 
under the closest exposed loop of the 
found ation row and back through the 
second bead. String 1 bead and pass 
under the next exposed loop and back 
through the bead just strung; repeat.
To decrease within a row, string 1 

bead and skip a loop of thread on the 
previous row, passing under the second 
loop and back through the bead.
To increase within a row, work two 
stitches in the same loop on the 
previous row.
For circular brick stitch, work increases 
as needed to keep the work flat; at 
the end of each round, pass through 
the first and last beads to stitch them 
together, then string 2 beads to begin 
the next round. 

http://www.interweave.com/go/bdbw

