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Coiled Gem Drops 
J a n i c e  B e r k e b i l e

These stunning earrings are wire interpretations of traditional coiled basketry techniques and Art Nou-

veau design. Not only is the coiling technique perfect for framing special beads, but it also creates 

eyes below the frame from which to dangle gemstones. To make both earrings match, work each step 

for both frames before proceeding to the next step.

C O I L I N G 

Hold the wire tail in place with your 

left thumb on the front of the base 

wire. With your right hand pass the coiling wire under, then up the 

back to the top of the base wire. Hold the coil with your left thumb 

and repeat, keeping the coils tight and close. (Reverse positions for 

lefties.)

T h e  F i g u r e  E i g h t

To connect a row of new coils on top 

of a previous row, pass the coiling wire 

between the rows to the back, then down the back and around to 

the front of the previous row, exiting between the two rows; con-

tinue coiling over the back to the front of the current row.

M a t e r i a l s

6 faceted 5mm carnelian rounds
4 faceted 4×6mm garnet teardrops
2 faceted 7mm carnelian squares
4 Thai silver 2.5mm cornerless cubes
4 Thai silver 3mm cones
2 sterling silver 4mm fl ower-shaped bead caps
2 sterling silver 5mm fl ower-shaped bead caps
14” of 22-gauge sterling silver round wire
Two 4’ lengths of 24-gauge fi ne silver wire
12 sterling silver head pins with silver balls on the end
Pair of ear wires

T o o l s

Round-nose pliers
Chain-nose pliers
Flush cutters
Sharpie marker

T e c h n i q u e

Wireworking

F i n i s h e d  S i z e  7⁄8 × 21⁄4”
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F R A M E S
Step 1: Use round-nose pliers to make a small loop at the 

end of a 7” piece of 22-gauge wire. Shape the wire with 
your thumb next to the loop to create a smooth curve 
(Figure 1). Repeat for the second frame.

Step 2: Leaving a 2” tail next to the small loop, coil the 
24-gauge wire around the thicker wire for about 2” to 
shape a 5⁄8 × 5⁄8” teardrop (Figure 2). Repeat for the sec-
ond frame.

Step 3: Work a fi gure-eight connection just to the right of 
the small loop (Figure 3). Use the Sharpie to mark the 
placement of the eye dangles—one at the center bottom 
and two to each side. Repeat for the second frame.

E Y E S
Step 4: Continue to coil the outer row of wire, attaching 

it to the inner row with a fi gure-eight connection after 
every 9 coils, until you come to your fi rst mark. To cre-
ate the eye, use the same technique as the fi gure eight, 
but wrap the wire around the tip of the round-nose 
pliers instead of around a row of wire (Figure 4). At this 
point, the placement of the eyes is more important than 
the placement of the fi gure eights that connect the rows. 

But do remember to attach to the previous row with 
the fi gure eights. Once the eyes are complete, continue 
working coils and fi gure eights up the side of the frame. 
Repeat for the second frame.

Step 5: Finish the frame at the top by forming a loop in the 
base wire, turning it in the opposite direction of the 
inside loop. Trim the wire next to the loop (Figure 5). 
Attach an ear wire to this loop and repeat all for the 
second frame.

D A N G L E S
Step 6: Use a head pin to string 1 square carnelian and one 

4mm bead cap. Form a wrapped loop, attaching it to 
the loop made in Step 1. Repeat for the second frame.

Step 7: Use a head pin to string 1 round carnelian and 1 
cornerless cube. Form a wrapped loop, attaching it to 
the fi rst eye at the bottom of the frame. Repeat for the 
fi fth eye, then repeat all for the second frame.

Step 8: Use a head pin to string 1 garnet and 1 cone. Form 
a wrapped loop, attaching it to the second eye at the 
bottom of the frame. Repeat for the fourth eye, then 
repeat all for the second frame.

Step 9: Use a head pin to string 1 round carnelian and one 
5mm bead cap. Form a wrapped loop, attaching 
it to the center eye at the bottom of the frame. 
Repeat for the second frame. (

Janice Berkebile has always loved the organic forms and 
textures found in nature, Japanese design, and the sinuous 
lines of Art Nouveau. She draws from these inspirations for 
the designs in her wire art.
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Wireworking
To make a simple loop, grasp one end of the wire with round-nose 
pliers. Holding on to the wire with one hand, gently turn the pliers 
until the wire end and wire body touch. Create a 90° reverse bend 
where they meet. 
For a wire-wrapped loop, cut the desired length of wire 
and make a 90° bend 2" from one end. Use round-
nose pliers to hold the wire near the angle and bend 
the short end up and around the pliers until it meets 
itself. Wrap the wire tightly down the neck of the wire 
to create a couple of coils. Trim the excess to finish.
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