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MATERIALS

Size 11° seed beads in 3 or 
more colors (A, B, C)

Size B beading thread

TOOLS

Size 11 or 12 beading needle
Scissors

Round 1: String 12A and pass 
through them again to form a 
circle; tie a knot leaving a short 

tail thread to weave in later. 
Pass through 1A.

Round 2: String 2B and pass 
through the bead last passed 
through of the previous round 
and the 2B just strung (Figure 
1). String 2B and pass through 
the next bead of the previous 
round and the 2B just strung. 
Repeat all around, stitching 2 
beads to each bead of the previ-
ous round. Pass through all the 
beads of this round to align 
them (Figure 2).

Round 3: String 1C and pass 
through the last bead passed 
through in the previous round 
and the bead just strung (note 
that rounds are worked in alter-
nating directions); repeat three 
times, then work one stitch with 
2C (Figure 3). Repeat around, 
stitching 1 bead to each bead, 
and 2 beads every third or 
fourth bead of the previous 
round. Pass through all the 
beads of this round to align 
them.

Rounds 4 and on: Repeat Round 
3, adjusting bead counts for 
each stitch as necessary to 
accommodate the increases of 
each round.

Increases: Working too many in-
creases will create a ruffled circle; 
too few will create a bowl. How 
do you know when to work an 
increase? Each bead should radiate 
straight out from the center of the 
circle. If the last bead stitched is 
straight-up or slightly forward, 

This variation is worked the same as fl at square stitch in that each bead is stitched to a bead in the previous 

row—the main difference is that you have to work occasional increases to accommodate for the larger 

circumference of each successive round. As with most circular stitches, the rounded edges of Czech 

seed beads fi t together better than the squared edges of cylinder beads.
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work 1 bead in the next stitch; if it 
is leaning backward, or if it looks 
like the next bead wouldn’t sit di-
rectly above the next bead in the 
previous round, work 2 beads in 
the next stitch.

Scallops: After working a circle, 
string 6A and pass through the 
third bead of the last round. Pass 
back through the beads just strung 
and the bead of the previous circle 
(Figure 4). Work half-rounds of 

square stitch as before, securing 
the end of each half-round by 
passing through a bead of the pre-
vious circle and then back through 
the round just worked (Figure 
5).

Variation: Work a round with 
size 8°s, stitching 1 to each size 11° 
of the previous round. Follow with 
a round of size 11°s by stitching 2 
size 11°s to each size 8° (Figure 6). 
✦

Dustin Wedekind is senior edi-
tor of Beadwork magazine. If you 
have seed bead insights, requests, 
o r  i nqu i r i es ,  p lease  e-ma i l 
beadwork@interweave.com.
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