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Since August 2005, Dustin Wedekind, author of Getting 
Started with Seed Beads, has offered brief illustrated lessons 
in seed beads in every issue of Beadwork. Dustin goes beyond 
basic beadweaving techniques, offering creative stitch varia-
tions and combinations that are guaranteed to build your seed 
bead confi dence. Most lessons focus squarely on technique 
rather than fi nished projects. Once you’ve mastered these 
lessons you’ll be more than ready to create your own original 
seed bead wonders.

In “Circles and Tubes” we’ve collected 7 techniques related 
to tubular and circular versions of popular stitches like square 
stitch, herringbone, netting, and peyote.  Plus, we’ve added 
a bonus project “Retro-Fit Square-Stitch Tubes” that aired on 
the TV show Beads, Baubles, and Jewels.
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C I R C U L A R  F L A T 
N E T T I N G

Round 1: Begin with a foundation ring: string 4A and 1C six 

times. Pass through the beads again and exit the fi rst C.

Round 2: String 4B, 1C, and 4B; pass through the next C of the 

previous round (Figure 1). Repeat around; step up by pass-

ing through the fi rst 5 beads of this round (Figure 2).

Round 3: String 5A, 1C, and 5A, then pass through the next C 

of the previous round. Repeat around; step up by passing 

through the fi rst 6 beads of this round (Figure 3).

Round 4: Repeat Round 3, stringing 7B, 1C, and 7B for each 

stitch; step up by passing through the fi rst 8 beads of this 

round.

Round 5: Repeat Round 3, stringing 9A, 1C, and 9B for each 

stitch; step up by passing through the fi rst 10 beads of this 

round (Figure 4).

Continue, adding beads to the legs of each round; the num-

ber you add will increase as the circumference of the net 

increases. 

T U B U L A R  N E T T I N G

Round 1: String 4A and 1C six times. Step up by passing through 

the fi rst 4 beads of this round (Figure 5).

Round 2: String 4B, 1C, and 4B; skipping the next C, pass 

through the following C of the previous round. Repeat 

around; step up by passing through the fi rst 4 beads of this 

round (Figure 6).

Round 3: Repeat Round 2, stringing 4A, 1C, and 4B for each 

stitch (Figure 7).

Repeat Rounds 2 and 3. (

Dustin Wedekind is senior editor of Beadwork magazine. If you have 
seed bead insights or inquiries, please e-mail 
beadwork@interweave.com.

D u s t i n  W e d e k i n d

C i r c u l a r  N e t t i n g

M a t e r i a l s
Size 11° seed beads (A and B)
Size 8° seed beads (C)
Beading thread

T o o l s
Beading needle
Scissors

The open lacework of beaded netting adapts easily to odd shapes, making it a great technique 
for covering an object with beads. Drape a spherical ornament with circular fl at netting. 

Make a beaded bead or cover strung beads with tubular netting. Begin a bottle cover with a fl at 
circular net at the neck, then work the sides with tubular netting.

A single “net” is made up of one intersection bead between two legs of beads. To make a fl at net, 
you must increase the length of the legs on each round; for a tube, the legs are the same length in 
every round. Add or subtract leg beads as necessary to achieve the desired change in size.

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

Necklace made with decreasing 

tubular netting around strung beads.
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Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 7

Figure 4

leg

intersection

leg
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Circular 
Square Stitch
Dustin Wedekind
Originally published in
Beadwork June/July 2006



Visit the Project Store at shop.interweave.com/beading for more great projects!

Circular Square Stitch originally published in Beadwork, June/July 2006. ©Interweave Press, LLC Not to be reprinted. All rights reserved

publishers of Beadwork magazine…join the online beading community at BeadingDaily.com

page 7

MATERIALS

Size 11° seed beads in 3 or 
more colors (A, B, C)

Size B beading thread

TOOLS

Size 11 or 12 beading needle
Scissors

Round 1: String 12A and pass 
through them again to form a 
circle; tie a knot leaving a short 

tail thread to weave in later. 
Pass through 1A.

Round 2: String 2B and pass 
through the bead last passed 
through of the previous round 
and the 2B just strung (Figure 
1). String 2B and pass through 
the next bead of the previous 
round and the 2B just strung. 
Repeat all around, stitching 2 
beads to each bead of the previ-
ous round. Pass through all the 
beads of this round to align 
them (Figure 2).

Round 3: String 1C and pass 
through the last bead passed 
through in the previous round 
and the bead just strung (note 
that rounds are worked in alter-
nating directions); repeat three 
times, then work one stitch with 
2C (Figure 3). Repeat around, 
stitching 1 bead to each bead, 
and 2 beads every third or 
fourth bead of the previous 
round. Pass through all the 
beads of this round to align 
them.

Rounds 4 and on: Repeat Round 
3, adjusting bead counts for 
each stitch as necessary to 
accommodate the increases of 
each round.

Increases: Working too many in-
creases will create a ruffled circle; 
too few will create a bowl. How 
do you know when to work an 
increase? Each bead should radiate 
straight out from the center of the 
circle. If the last bead stitched is 
straight-up or slightly forward, 

This variation is worked the same as fl at square stitch in that each bead is stitched to a bead in the 

previous row—the main difference is that you have to work occasional increases to accommodate 

for the larger circumference of each successive round. As with most circular stitches, the rounded 

edges of Czech seed beads fi t together better than the squared edges of cylinder beads.

Circular Square Stitch 
  Dustin Wedekind

Figure 1
Figure 2

Figure 4 Figure 5 Figure 6

Figure 3
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work 1 bead in the next stitch; if it 
is leaning backward, or if it looks 
like the next bead wouldn’t sit di-
rectly above the next bead in the 
previous round, work 2 beads in 
the next stitch.

Scallops: After working a circle, 
string 6A and pass through the 
third bead of the last round. Pass 
back through the beads just strung 
and the bead of the previous circle 
(Figure 4). Work half-rounds of 

square stitch as before, securing 
the end of each half-round by 
passing through a bead of the pre-
vious circle and then back through 
the round just worked (Figure 
5).

Variation: Work a round with 
size 8°s, stitching 1 to each size 11° 
of the previous round. Follow with 
a round of size 11°s by stitching 2 
size 11°s to each size 8° (Figure 6). 
✦

Dustin Wedekind is senior edi-
tor of Beadwork magazine. If you 
have seed bead insights, requests, 
o r  i nqu i r i es ,  p lease  e-ma i l 
beadwork@interweave.com.

http://www.interweave.com/go/bdbw
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Hexagonal 
Netting
Dustin Wedekind
Originally published in
Beadwork April/May 2008
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1: Use a comfortable length of single thread to string 
12A; pass through them all twice to form a snug circle. 
Work 6 units (loops) around the circle:

Unit 1: String 10B; skipping 
2 beads, pass under the thread of the previous round, pull 
snug and pass back through the last 2 beads just strung 
(Figure 1).

Units 2–5: String 8B; skip 
2 beads, pass under the thread, and pass back through 
the last 2 beads (Figure 2). Repeat three times (Figure 3). 
To help position each stitch, keep the working thread in 
place as you pull snug and pass back through the last 2 
beads.

Unit 6: String 6B; pass back through the fi rst 2 beads of 
Unit 1, loop under the thread, and pass through the fi rst 
4 beads of Unit 1 (Figure 4).

2: Arrange your work so that the thread is exiting the left 
side of the top unit.

Unit 1: String 10A and stitch (as in Step 1) so that they are 
centered on the previous unit (Figure 5). 

Unit 2 (side): String 6A and stitch between the second and 

third beads in the next unit (Figure 6a).
Unit 3 (corner): String 8A and stitch between the next pair 

of beads in the same unit (Figure 6b).
Unit 4–11: Repeat Units 2 

and 3.
Unit 12: String 4A and fi nish the round as in Step 1 

(Figure 7).

3: Continue each round as in Step 2, working 2 side 
units between each corner unit (Figure 8). The 
following round will have 
3 side units, followed by 
a round with 4 side units and so on. ✦

As a technical editor, illustrator, and designer of all things beady, 
Dustin Wedekind continuously seeks the simple structures within 
complex confi gurations. Find such things in his book, Getting 
Started with Seed Beads (Interweave Press, 2007) or on his 
website, www.bedesman.com.

MATERIALS

Size 15°, 11°, or 8° seed beads 
in 2 colors (A and B)

Beading needle and thread

Hexagonal Netting
 D u s t i n  W e d e k i n d

Inspired by Ernest Haeckel’s century-old illustrations in Art Forms 

in Nature (Prestel-Verlag, 2004), I set out to create a lacy, spiky, 

organic anything. The six-sided hexagon is a favorite of the natu-

ral world, from honeycombs to snowfl akes. These samples are 

worked in rounds from the center out, forming a brick-stitch sort 

of lace. While every “unit” has the same number of beads, each 

round will have six increase units, one at each corner, to keep the 

netting fl at.

seeds | lessons in seed beading

http://www.interweave.com/go/bdbw
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Figure 2

Figure 1

Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 5

Figure 7

Figure 8

a

b

Figure 6
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Peyote-Netted 
Buttons
Dustin Wedekind
Originally published in
Beadwork February/March 2007
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I came across some beaded buttons in a jar, like we all have. Inspired, I stitched 

beads to a plain button and worked rounds of 1-, 2-, and 3-drop circular peyote 

stitch, with some lapses of open-work netting stitches. The pattern that appeared 

led me to try another button. Then another, and so on. 

Peyote-Netted Buttons

other bead to pull 4B to the 
center. String 1A and pass 
through the opposite B; 
pass back through the 1A 
and through 2B (Figure 2).

Round 1: String 3A and pass 
through the next 1B.

Round 2: String 2B and pass 
through the next 3A (Figure 3).

3: Top. Work rounds with 
1–4 beads per stitch. Step 
up for the next round by 
passing through the beads 
of the fi rst stitch in each 
round (Figure 4).

4: Sides. As the beadwork 
reaches past the edges of 
the button, begin decreas-
ing the number of beads 
per stitch, and/or passing 
through two stitches of a 
previous round, so that the 
beads snug the button.

5: Back. Decrease to 1 bead 
per stitch and pass through 
the last round to snug the 
beads into a tight ring

MATERIALS

Size 15° (A) and 11° (B) seed 
beads

4-hole button
Beading needle and thread
Scissors

1: Loop. Using a single-
ply thread, pass through 
the top of the button 
and string 13–18B; pass 
through the opposite hole 
to the front of the but-
ton, leaving a 3” tail. Pass 
through the beads again, 
pull snug, and tie a knot 
with the tail thread (Figure 
1). Pass down through the 
next hole and up through 
the following hole.

2: Center. String 2B and pass 
down the next hole and 
up through the following; 
repeat once. Pass through 
2B. String 2B and pass 
down the next hole and 
up through the following; 
repeat once for a total of 
8B. Pass through every 

(Figure 5). Weave back 
through each round to rein-
force until the beads feel 
secure, then trim close. ✦

Dustin Wedekind is senior editor 
of Beadwork magazine. His new 
book Getting Started with Seed 
Beads (Interweave Press, 2007) 
will be available in May. If you
have seed bead insights, requests,  
o r  i nqu i r i es ,  p l ease  e-ma i l
beadwork@interweave.com.

 D u s t i n  W e d e k i n d
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Figure 3Figure 2Figure 1

Figure 4

Figure 5
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Retro-Fit 
Square-Stitch Tubes
Dustin Wedekind
Originally published in
Beadwork October/November 2007
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Round 3: Repeat Round 2, using 
1A in each stitch.

Rounds 4 and on: Repeat from 
Round 2 for the desired length.

2: Use size 11° seed beads to 
embellish and strengthen 
the tube: String 1C and 
pass through the next bead; 
repeat around for a total 
of 6C (Figure 3). Pass 
through the adjacent bead 
in the 
previous round and repeat 
(Figure 4).

1: Make the base tube with 
size 8° seed beads:

Round 1: Use 3' of thread to string 
6A; pass through them again, 
leaving a 5" tail. Pass through 
the next bead.

Round 2: String 1B; pass through 
the last 1A again and the 1B just 
strung (Figure 1). String 1B and 
pass through the next 1A and 
the 1B just strung; repeat around 
(Figure 2). Pass through all the 
beads of this round plus 1 more 
to snug the beads into a circle.

3: Weave the tail threads 
through beads to reinforce 
and secure the thread; 
trim close. ✦

As a technical editor, illustrator, and 
designer of all things beady, Dustin 
Wedekind continuously seeks the 
simple structures within complex 
confi gurations. Find such things in his 
book, Getting Started with Seed Beads 
(Interweave Press, 2007), or on his 
website, www.bedesman.com.

Figure 2Figure 1 Figure 4

MATERIALS

Size 8° beads (A and B)
Size 11° beads (C)
Beading needle and thread

Retro-Fit 
Square-Stitch Tubes

 D u s t i n  W e d e k i n d

Use size 8° beads to square-stitch 

a short tube, then add a size 11° 

between each stitched bead to fi ll the 

gap and also provide structural 

support for a noncollapsible

beaded bead.

http://www.interweave.com/go/bdbw
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Tubular 
Herringbone 
Increases
Dustin Wedekind
Originally published in
Beadwork April/May 2006
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MATERIALS

Size 15°s in green (A) and 
champagne opal gilt-lined 
(B)

Size 11°s in champagne (C) 
and dark lavender opal gilt-
lined (D)

Size 8°s in dark lavender opal 
gilt-lined (E)

Size 6°s with purple and red 
stripes (F)

Size B dark blue Nymo bead-
ing thread

Pair of ear wires

TOOLS

Size 11 beading needle
Scissors

1: Ladder base. Use 4' of thread 
to string 4A, leaving a 5' tail; pass 
through them again so that you 
have two 2-bead stacks. *String 2A 
and pass through the last 2A 
passed through. Repeat from * to 
work a 2-bead ladder that is 8 
beads wide (Figure 1). Pass 
through the first and last 2-bead 
stack to form a tube.

2: Herringbone tube. Work 
rounds of herringbone, changing 
the size and color of the beads. 
Round 1: With the thread exiting 

the top of the tube, string 2B 
and pass down through the next 

A and up through the following 
A. Repeat three times; step up 
at the end of the round by pass-
ing through the first bead of 
this round (Figure 2).

Round 2: Increase the size of the 
tube by using size 11°s: string 
2C and pass down through the 
next bead and up through the 
following bead of the previous 
round. Repeat three times; step 
up at the end of the round by 
passing through the first bead of 
this round.

Round 3: Repeat Round 2.
Rounds 4 and 5: Repeat Round 2, 

using 2D for each stitch.

Round 6: Increase again by repeat-
ing Round 2, using 2E for each 
stitch (Figure 3).

3: Petals. Work increases between 
stitches.
Round 7: String 2E and pass down 

through the next bead in the 
previous round; string 1F and 
pass up through the following 
bead in the previous round. 
Repeat three times; step up at 
the end of the round by passing 
through the first bead of this 
round (Figure 4).

Round 8: Repeat Round 7, string-
ing 2F between each stitch.

Tubular herringbone makes a wonderful, fl exible cord—to the touch 

and in the execution. Change the size of the beads for an undulat-

ing cord or add beads between stitches to increase and create fans. 

These fuchsia earrings are very short tubes incorporating both sorts 

of increases. They begin with size 15°s that work up to size 8°s, 

then size 6° beads are strung between stitches to create petals.

 Tubular Herringbone  INCREASES

 Dustin Wedekind

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 5
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Round 9: Repeat Round 7, string-
ing 4F between each stitch.

Round 10: Work single-bead 
stitches to form picots: string 
1C and pass down through the 
next 1E and up through the fol-
lowing 2F; string 1F and pass 
down through the next 2F and 
up through the following 1E in 
the previous round. Repeat 
three times (Figure 5); pass 
through all the beads in this 
round again to reinforce, then 
pass up through a row of the 
size 8°s to exit Round 5 inside 
the tube.

4: Stamen. String 20C, 1F, and 
1D; pass back through the 1F and 
20C and through another bead in 
Round 5. Repeat once for a sec-
ond fringe, then pass up through 
the tube to exit the top. String 7A 
and an ear wire; pass down 
through a bead on the other side 
of the tube and up through the 
next bead. String 7A and pass back 
through the ear wire and the other 
side of the tube. Weave through 
the work, tying knots between 
beads, and trim; end the tail thread 
the same way. Repeat Steps 1–4 
for a second earring. ✦

Dustin Wedekind is senior edi-
tor of Beadwork magazine. If you 
have seed bead insights, requests, 
o r  i nqu i r i es ,  p lease  e-ma i l 
beadwork@interweave.com.

http://www.interweave.com/go/bdbw
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Tubular Peyote
Dustin Wedekind
Originally published in
Beadwork October/November 2006
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MATERIALS

Seed beads (A, B, C)
Beading thread

TOOLS

Beading needle
Scissors

E V E N - C O U N T  T U B E

Tubes with an even number of 
beads require a step up at the end 
of each round, which simply 
means that you need to pass 
through the first bead of the cur-
rent round in order to be in place 
to start the next round. The step 
up shifts by one bead each round, 
forming a spiral (Figure 1).

Rounds 1 and 2: Use 4' of thread 
to string 2C, 1B, 1A, 1B, 1A, 
1B, 1A, 1B, and 1A; pass 
through the beads again to form 
a circle, leaving a 3" tail. Pass 
through the 2C.

Round 3: String 1C and pass 
through the next A of the previ-
ous round. String 1B and pass 

through the next A; repeat 
twice. For the last bead of the 
round, string 1B and pass 
through 2C (Figure 2).

Round 4: String 1C and pass 
through the next B of the previ-
ous round. String 1A and pass 
through the next B; repeat 
twice. For the last bead of the 

round, string 1A and pass 
through 2C (Figure 3).

Repeat Rounds 3 and 4 to make
a tube.

O D D - C O U N T  T U B E
An odd number of beads doesn't 
require a step up because the beads 
will automatically spiral around. 

Figure 2 Figure 3Figure 1

Though we may not be aware of them, spirals surround and penetrate us (think of DNA). By marking

the start of each round with a colored bead in tubular peyote stitches, you will not only be able to see

the spiral, you will even be able to tell where you need to step up for each round.

Tubular Peyote Starts, Steps, and Spirals
 D u s t i n  W e d e k i n d

ODD-COUNT 
TUBE 

EVEN-COUNT 
TUBE 

Figure 6
Figure 4 Figure 5
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In fact, you really are working one 
continuous round, marking each 
revolution with a colored bead 
(Figure 4).
Rounds 1 and 2: Use 4' of thread 

to string 1C, 2B, 2A, 2B, and 
2A; pass through the beads 
again to form a circle, leaving a 
3" tail. Pass through the 1C.

Round 3: String 1C and pass 
through the next B. String 1B 
and pass through the next A. 
String 1A and pass through the 

next B. String 1B and pass 
through the next A. String 1A 
and pass through the next C 
(Figure 5).

Repeat Round 3 to make a tube 
(Figure 6). Note that as you go 
around, you string a bead the same 
color as the last bead passed 
through. ✦

Dustin Wedekind is senior editor 
of Beadwork magazine. If you have 
seed bead insights, requests, 
o r  i nqu i r i es ,  p lease  e-ma i l 
beadwork@interweave.com.
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D u s t i n  W e d e k i n d

T w o - d r o p  o d d - c o u n t  p e y o t e  s t i t c h 

Step 1: Use a needle with 2' of thread to string 1A. Pass through 

the bead again, leaving a 4" tail, then string 2B and 1A seven 

times. These beads are the fi rst two rows and will become 

staggered when you work the third row. The fi rst bead is a 

tension bead, which will keep the beads on the thread while 

it allows the beads room to shift.

Row 3: String 1C and pass back through the last 2B strung (Fig-

ure 1). Repeat for the length of the row. For the last stitch, 

string 1C and pass through the fi rst A (Figure 2). This end-

of-row turn places the fourth row on top of the first row 

and only works at the beginning—the rest of the rows will 

be worked on top of each preceding row.

Row 4: String 2B and pass through the next A; repeat for the 

entire row (Figure 3).

Row 5: String 1C and pass back through the last 2B strung; 

this is an even-count turn. String 1C and pass back through 

the next 2B; repeat. For the last stitch, you need to work 

an odd-count turn by passing through previous rows in 

order to pass back through the last bead of this row: String 

1C and pass through the edge A and 2B of the previous 

rows; pass back through an adjacent 2B and the last A and 

C (Figure 4).

Row 6: Repeat Row 4.

Row 7: Repeat Row 5 using A in place of C.

Row 8: Repeat Rows 4–7 to complete eighteen rows (Figure 

5).

Step 2: Line up the ends of the strip and stitch them together 

like a zipper, passing through 2B of one row and 1B of the 

other (Figure 6). Tie the tail and working threads together, 

then weave them back into the beads; trim. (

Dustin Wedekind is senior editor of Beadwork magazine. If you have seed 
bead insights or inquiries, please e-mail beadwork@interweave.com.

M a t e r i a l s
Seed beads (A, B, and C)
Beading thread

T o o l s
Beading needle
Scissors

Size 11°s

Delicas

Size 15°s

Tubes shown actual size

Our beaded tube combines two variations of flat 

peyote stitch: two-drop, which means two beads 

per stitch, and odd-count, which means an odd number of 

stitches per row and requires a specifi c turn at the end of 

every other row. Using three colors of beads helps you see 

how the rows fi t together.
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