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MATER IA LS

Size 11° or 8° seed beads

Size “B” or “D” beading thread in color to match 

beads

NOT IONS

Size 12° beading needle

Scissors

CADDIS 
WEAVE  
BRACELET
               ANNE  F L E TCHER

I developed Caddis Weave when I wanted to use a bead 

with a large hole and trap it in place with seed beads. 

I began with a peyote-stitched cord that fi t the hole in 

Robert Burkett’s iguana bead and then wove seed beads 

over the cord to  secure the bead in place. I named this 

weave  “Caddis” for the caddis fl y, an insect that builds a 

wonderful case underwater during its larval stage.

Th e technique begins with a free-hand peyote cord. (I 

fi nd that working peyote over a dowel doesn’t have the 

drape I like for jewelry.) I’ve worked this bracelet with the 

smallest number of beads that you can comfortably use 

in odd-count tubular peyote. If you want a larger cord, 

increase the number of beads in your foundation circle. 

It requires practice to work a small, tight peyote cord with 

even tension. Th is is critically important.

When you’re designing a pattern for this project, avoid 

anything too precise—this technique is better suited 

for simple stripes, color areas, and freeform or organic 

designs.

TUBULAR  PEYOTE  CORD

Rnd 1: Using 11⁄2 yards of thread and leaving an 8" tail, 

string 7 beads. PT all again to form a foundation circle. 

Exit from the fi rst bead (three passes through fi rst bead). 

It is important not to split your thread with your needle 

in this fi rst rnd.

Rnds 2 and on: String a bead, skip a bead, and PT the next 

bead. Work in this fashion to complete this rnd. Con-

tinue spiraling into the next rows until you reach the 

desired length for your base cord (standard bracelet 

size is 7–8"). Weave in the working thread and trim. 

Go back to the starting tail, work the tail thread into 

the cord, and trim. Do not connect ends of the base 

cord at this time.

CADD IS  WEAVE

Begin a new thread at one end of your peyote cord, 

anchoring it securely by weaving it through the peyote 

stitch, reversing direction at least once.

Step 1: Exit through the top of one of the beads at the end 

of your cord. String 3 small beads.

Step 2: *Move down the column of beads created on your 

peyote cord. PT the bead  directly below the one you 

just exited. Pass your needle and thread in the same 

MATER IA LS

Size 13° seed bead to cover size 11° seed beads, or 

size 11° seed beads to cover size 8° seed beads

Size “B” or “D” beading thread in color to match 

beads

NOT IONS

Beading needle that accommodates bead size

Scissors

P T   Pass Th rough
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direction as you did in Step 1 (Figure 1). (If you 

are passing your thread right to left , your beads will 

slant like this: /. If you are passing left  to right, your 

beads will slant like this: \.) String 3 small beads.

Continue rep from * down the column of beads, 

embellishing each bead with 3 beads. When you reach 

the end of the cord, join the cord into a circle. Th e 

single row of caddis now dictates how to join the 

piece properly. Match up one caddis end to the other 

and fi t the other beads into each other (a bead may 

be added here if necessary).

Work each of the rem rows up and down from one 

column to another, keeping the direction of the weave 

the same throughout.  y

Anne Fletcher is a Tucson, Arizona, bead artist and teacher 
and a frequent contributor to Beadwork.

RESOURCE  FOR  IGUANA BEAD

Robert Burkett, 54 Lopez Ln., Route 17, Santa Fe, NM 85505. 

(505) 473-5392.

TH INGS  TO  TRY

■ Reverse the direction of the slant in alternate 

rows to give a herringbone eff ect.

■ Add more than three beads in Step 1 to build 

up your work. (If you are making a bracelet, 

remember to accommodate the extra bulk by 

making a longer base cord.)

■ Use diff erent sizes of beads.

■ Work over fl at peyote. You may need to 

 tailor your caddis rows to keep your work 

fl at, and if you are working on an irregular 

surface, concave surfaces are pretty tricky.
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Tubular Peyote Stitch
String an even number of beads and 
make a foundation circle by passing 
through them two more times, exiting 
from the first bead strung. String 1 
bead and pass through the third bead 
of the foundation circle. String 1 bead 
and pass through the fifth bead of the 
foundation circle. Continue adding 1 
bead at a time, skipping over 1 bead 
of the first round, until you have added 
half the number of beads of the first 
round. Exit from the first bead of 
the second round. String 1 bead, pass 
through the second bead added in the 
second round, and pull thread tight. 
String 1 bead and pass through the 
third bead added in the second round. 
Continue around, filling in the “spaces” 
1 bead at a time. Exit from the first bead 
added in each round.

Flat Peyote Stitch

One-drop peyote stitch begins by 
stringing an even number of beads 
to create the first two rows. Begin 
the third row by stringing 1 bead 
and passing through the second-to-
last bead of the previous rows. String 
another bead and pass through the 
fourth-to-last bead of the previous 
rows. Continue adding 1 bead at a 
time, passing over every other bead 
of the previous rows.

Two-drop peyote stitch is worked the 
same as above, but with 2 beads at a 
time instead of 1.

http://www.interweave.com/go/bdbw

