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buttercup 
pin

Lindsay Burke

A pin created out of paper and 
resin is reminiscent of today’s 

popular fabric-flower jewelry. Mimic 
vintage fabrics by using retro-style 
printed papers and add sparkle with 
crystal flatbacks.

 techniques  [ GluinG + resin + wrApped loops ]

Finished size: 2½"

from the editors of

magazine
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tools & materials

[  ]  8 Pacific opal 3mm crystal  
rhinestone flatbacks

[  ]  1 Pacific opal 5mm crystal  
rhinestone flatback

[  ]  1 light topaz 12mm crystal round

[  ]  1 sterling silver 1½" head pin

[  ]  1" pin back with bail

[  ]  4 pieces of coordinating paper, 
about 3 × 3" each

[  ]  2-part epoxy resin

[  ]  2 small clear disposable  
measuring cups

[  ]  Craft sticks

[  ]  Clear glue

[  ]  Jewelry cement

[  ]  Sealant

[  ]  1.8mm hole-punch pliers

[  ]  Round-nose pliers

[  ]  Tweezers

[  ]  Scissors

[  ]  Paintbrush

[  ]  Masking tape

[  ]  White plastic garbage bag  
to protect work surface

Create the flower

1.  Cut out the flower shapes: use scissors to cut out  
4 different flowers, 1 from each of the papers, in the 
following sizes and shapes (fig. a): 2½" 5-petal; 2" 8-petal 
(with ¼" center hole); 1½" 6-petal (with ¼" center hole);  
1" 8-petal (with ¼" center hole).

2. prepare the work surface: set up your work surface by 
covering it with the white plastic garbage bag. use the 
masking tape to tape the plastic in place.

3. seal the flower shapes: use the paintbrush to cover 
the front and edges of each flower with a thin layer of 
sealant (fig. b). let dry. Cover the back of each flower with 
a thin layer of sealant and let dry completely. Make sure to 
get sealant all around the edges of the paper. repeat entire 
step twice more for a total of 3 layers of sealant.

4. layer the flowers: use the paintbrush to spread glue on 
the back of the 2" flower and press it firmly onto the 2½" 
flower (fig. c). repeat twice to adhere the 1½" flower to the 
2" flower and the 1" flower to the 1½" flower. let dry. 
Apply another coat of sealant to the front and back of the 
flower, as you did in step 3 (fig. d).

tip
Choose 3 papers with small-
scale patterns that mimic  
fabrics and 1 solid paper.
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5. Add resin to the back of the flower: pour equal parts of 
the two resin components into the plastic measuring cup. use  
a craft stick to gently fold the two parts of resin into each other, 
mixing until smooth (about 2 minutes). use the craft stick to 
slowly drizzle the resin onto the back of the flower (fig. e). 
spread the resin all the way to the edge of the flower, but don’t 
go over the edge. The resin will self-dome. let the resin cure, 
untouched, for about 36 hours.

6. Add resin to the front of the flower: repeat step 5 to add 
resin to the front of the flower (fig. f).

embellish the flower

7. Add the dangle: once the resin is cured completely, use the 
hole-punch pliers to punch a hole about 3mm from the edge of 
the bottom petal (fig. g). use the head pin to string the crystal 
round; form a wrapped loop that attaches to the hole just 
formed.

8. Glue on the rhinestones: Apply a drop of jewelry cement on 
each of the 8 petals of the 1½" flower. use the tweezers to set 
one 3mm rhinestone on each dot of glue. repeat to glue the 
5mm rhinestone in the center of the flower (fig. h). let dry.

finish the pin

9. Glue on the pin back: use jewelry cement to glue the pin 
back to the back of the flower. let dry. A

lindsay burke lives in Seattle with her husband, Andy; her three-year-old daughter; 
and her dog, Brutus. A beader since she was young, Lindsay teaches beading and 
works at Fusion Beads.

resources   Check your local bead shop or contact: ICE resin, G-S Hypo 
Cement, and all other materials: FusionBeads.com, (866) 715-2323.
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tips
To make the pin into a 

necklace, thread a ribbon 
through the bail on the 

pin back. 

Be sure to follow all of 
the manufacturer’s safety 
guidelines when working 

with resin.


