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Brioche Stitch Knitting: 
Free Brioche Knitting Guide + Patterns

BRIOCHE STITCH is one of those pattern stitches that seems tricky, but it’s really not. 

The stitch uses a combination of good old knit stitches, as well as slipped stitches that are paired with 
yarnovers. 

Brioche can be worked in the round or flat, and it makes very warm and beautiful garments and 
accessories.

Brioche really shines when worked in two colors, and it’s actually easier to work with two colors instead 
of one, because the two colors enable you to see the stitches really well from one row to the next.

The increases and decreases in brioche knitting are very visible, and they add so much visual interest to 
the project.

I’ve put together this eBook to teach you how to work the brioche stitch, and to give you some patterns 
to practice with. The patterns go from easy to more advanced, so you can go from one to the next as you 
become more comfortable with the stitch.

Have fun learning the brioche stitch!

Cheers,

Kathleen Cubley

Editor, KnittingDaily.com
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b e y o n d  t h e  b a s i c s

BASIC BRIOCHE STITCH
The key to brioche stitch is the slipped stitch-yarnover unit. On 
the first row, the yarn is brought forward to the front of the work 
and the first stitch on the left needle is slipped to the  right nee-
dle. When the next stitch is knitted, the yarn crosses the needles 
forming a yarnover. The maneuver is written as (sl 1 yo). On the 
following row, the slipped stitch is worked together with the yar-
nover. Most brioche patterns refer to this as “k2tog” but I like to 
call it “brioche-knit 1” (abbreviated “brk1”) to distinguish it from 
a decrease. The two steps are alternated stitch by stitch and row by 
row to produce the characteristic rib pattern. Think of the “sl 1 yo” 
as the purl stitch and the “brk1” as the knit stitch in regular knit 1, 
purl 1 rib. The yarnover is always worked together with the slipped 
stitch—it is never counted as a stitch by itself.

Sl 1 yo: Bring working yarn to front under the needle, slip 1 
stitch, bring working yarn over top of needle to the back (Figure 
1). This produces a yarnover that crosses over the slipped stitch. 
This combined slipped stitch/yarnover is counted as a single 
stitch. (Some books will describe this as a two-step process: “yo, 
sl 1” or “sl 1, yo.”) Remember: When you are working (sl 1 yo), 
the yarn must begin in front of the work.

Brk1: Knit the stitch that was slipped in the previous row together 
with its yarnover (Figure 2). Because the yarnover wasn’t counted 
as a separate stitch on the previous row, no real decrease is made.

To begin, loosely cast on an uneven number of stitches (use 
the backward loop method, crochet chain provisional method, 
or long-tail method worked over 2 needles; see Glossary). The 

instructions here include a selvedge stitch at each edge, which 
gives the piece a finished look and greatly facilitates seaming.

Set-up row: Sl 1 knitwise with yarn in back (wyb; selvedge st), 
*sl 1 yo, k1; rep from * (last st is a selvedge st).

Row 1: Sl 1 knitwise wyb, *brk1 (slipped st and yo of previous 
row), sl 1 yo; rep from * to last 2 sts, brk1, k1.

Row 2: Sl 1 knitwise wyb, *sl 1 yo, brk1; rep from * to last 2 sts, 
sl 1 yo, k1.

Repeat Rows 1 and 2 for pattern.

Decreases
To maintain the integrity of brioche stitch, decreases must be 
worked in pairs of stitches—one “knit” stitch and one “purl” 
stitch. Depending on the look you want, the decreases can slant 
to the right or left. For shaping armholes and necklines in sweat-
ers, most knitwear designers will work symmetrical decreases—a 
right-slant decrease near one selvedge and a left-slant decrease 
near the other selvedge. To begin, mark a column of knit stitches 
on the right side (public side) of the work for placement of the 
decrease. 
Right-Slant Decrease (k3tog): This is essentially the same as 
the k3tog decrease used in stockinette stitch. Work to 2 stitches 
before the marked stitch, knit the next 3 stitches together (insert 
needle first into the marked stitch with its yarnover, then the 
purl stitch, and finally into the first stitch on the left needle), 
continue in pattern—2 stitches decreased.
Left-Slant Decrease (sssk): This is similar to the ssk 
decrease, but it is worked over 3 stitches. Work to 

Nancy Marchant

Brioche stitch produces a lofty, ridged fabric that resembles knit 1, purl 1 rib. Pronounced columns of elongated knit stitches 
appear to float on the surface above purl troughs. Because it is reversible, brioche stitch is a good choice for scarves, shawls, 
and blankets. Brioche stitch belongs to a family of stitches that rely on slipped stitches worked in conjunction with yarnovers. 

On one row, a stitch is slipped, and at the same time, the yarn is carried over the needle to create a yarnover. On the next row, the 
slipped stitch and its adjacent yarnover are worked together. Once you get accustomed to working with the paired slipped stitch 
and yarnover, you’ll find brioche stitch as simple to knit as ribbing. However, the real fun begins when the strong parallel lines 
created by the slipped stitches are made to converge and diverge through increases and decreases.

Just as increases and decreases can be made to slant to the right or left in stockinette stitch (or other stitch patterns), so can 
those worked in brioche stitch. Depending on the type of increase or decrease you use, the columns of knit stitches can shift to the 
left or right. In order to maintain the continuity of the vertical ribs, two stitches are added or decreased at a time.

To practice the basic brioche stitch in one or two colors, try casting on and knitting a simple scarf.

BRIOCHE STITCH
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marked stitch, slip the next 3 stitches (marked stitch with 
its yarnover, purl stitch, and next stitch with its yarnover) 
knitwise (one at a time) to right needle, place these 3 stitches 
back onto left needle in their new orientation, then knit the 
3 stitches together through their back loops, continue in pat-
tern—2 stitches decreased.

Increases
To maintain pattern continuity, increases are made by working 
into the stitch in the row below the stitch on the needle. Mark 
a column of knit stitches on the right side (public side) of the 
work for placement of the increase (denoted by an arrow at the 
base of the illustrations). Increase 2 stitches—1 “knit” stitch and 
1 “purl” stitch—at once as follows:
Right-Slant Increase: Work to marked stitch on needle, use 
right needle tip to pick up the knit stitch from the row below 
stitch on needle and place this lifted stitch on left needle (Figure 
1), knit this lifted stitch (Figure 2), bring yarn to front with-
out making a yarnover, purl into the yarnover associated with 
the marked stitch but leave yarnover on left needle (Figure 3), 
bring yarn to back without making a yarnover, knit the marked 
stitch together with its yarnover, continue in pattern—2 stitches 
increased.
Left-Slant Increase: Work to marked stitch, work marked stitch 
together with its yarnover (marked stitch is now below stitch on 
right needle), yarnover (Figure 1), purl into yarnover from the 

row below the marked stitch (Figure 2), use left needle tip to 
pick up the knit stitch below marked stitch (Figure 3) and knit 
this stitch, continue in pattern—2 stitches increased.

TWO-COLOR BRIOCHE STITCH
As the name implies, two-color brioche stitch is worked with 
two colors. The main color (MC) forms knit columns on the 
right side (RS) of the work and purl columns on the wrong side 
(WS); the contrast color (CC) forms knit columns on the wrong 
side and purl columns on the right side. Unlike single-color bri-
oche stitch, both knit and purl stitches are used in two-color 
brioche. However, the fundamentals are the same: the pattern 
alternates between creating a slipped stitch-yarnover pair (sl 1 
yo) and working the pair formed in the previous row together as 
one stitch. On right-side rows, the slipped stitch/yarnover pair 
is worked knitwise as a brioche-knit stitch (brk1); on wrong-
side rows it is worked purlwise as a brioche-purl stitch (purl the 
slipped stitch together with its yarnover; abbreviated “brp1”). 
Again, the yarnovers are always associated with a slipped stitch. 
To maintain the pattern and color integrity, the colors alternate 
every row and two wrong-side rows are followed by two right-side 
rows. To do this, you’ll need to use circular or double-pointed 
needles so that the stitches can be slid to the opposite needle tip 
and worked again without turning the work.

To begin, loosely cast on an uneven number of stitches with 

Right-Slant Increase

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

Left-Slant Increase

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 2
brk1

Basic Brioche Stitch

Figure 1
sl 1 yo

The key to brioche stitch is 
the slipped stitch-yarnover 
unit. On one row, the yarn 
is brought to the front of the 
work as a stitch is slipped to 
the right needle, called “sl 1 
yo” (Figure 1). On the follow-
ing row, the slipped stitch is 
worked together with the yar-
nover, called “brk1” (Figure 2).
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decreases described here begin on right-side (RS) rows worked 
with the main-color (MC) yarn (Row 4 in the instructions for 
two-color brioche stitch), and are shown in the photo at left. To 
begin, mark a column of knit stitches on the right side (public 
side) of the work for placement of the decrease (denoted by an 
arrow at the base of the illustrations).

Right-Slant 3-Row Decrease:
Row 1: (RS; MC) Work to 2 sts before marked column stitch, 

slip 1 knitwise (knit stitch plus its yarnover; Figure 1), knit 
1 CC stitch, psso (slipped stitch plus its yarnover; Figure 
2), knit marked stitch together with its yarnover, continue 
in pattern—1 stitch decreased; 2 MC stitches next to each 
other.

Row 2: (WS; CC) Work to double MC stitches, bring yarn to 
front, slip 2 MC stitches purlwise, yarn over needle to back 
(1 yarnover crosses 2 stitches; Figure 3), continue in pattern.

Row 3: (WS; MC) Work to double MC stitches, insert needle 
under yarnover and purl the 2 MC stitches together (Figure 4), 
continue in pattern—1 stitch decreased; 2 stitches decreased 
total.

Left Slant 3-Row Decrease:
Row 1: (RS; MC) Work to marked column stitch, brk1 (marked 

stitch plus its yarnover), knit the next 2 stitches together 
(knit stitch plus its yarnover together with CC stitch; Figure 
1), continue in pattern—1 stitch decreased; 2 MC stitches 
next to each other.

Row 2: (WS; CC) Work to double MC stitches, bring yarn to 
front, slip 2 MC stitches purlwise, yarn over needle to back 
(1 yarnover crosses 2 stitches; Figure 2), continue in pattern.

Row 3: (WS; MC) Work to double MC stitches, bring right nee-
dle tip under the yarnover and slip 2 MC stitches individually 
knitwise (Figure 3), return these 2 stitches to left needle with 
yarnover on top and purl these 2 stitches together through 
their back loops  as in a ssp decrease (Figure 4), being sure 
to keep needle under the yarnover, continue in pattern—1 
stitch decreased; 2 stitches decreased total.

Increases
Just like the decreases, increases must be worked in pairs to 
maintain continuity of the brioche pattern. The pairs can be 
increased in a single row as described for single-color brioche, 
or spread out over two rows for a more gentle transition. Both 
types of increases are shown in the photo above.

Right-Slant 2-Row Increase:
Row 1: (RS; MC) Work to marked stitch, pick up and knit 1 

stitch from the row below marked stitch (Figure 1), brk1 
(marked stitch together with its yarnover, Figure 2), con-
tinue in pattern—1 stitch increased; 2 MC knit stitches 
next to each other.

Row 2: (WS; CC) Work to double MC stitches, sl 1 yo, pick 
up and knit 1 CC stitch from the row below between the 2 
MC stitches (Figure 3), sl 1 yo, continue in pattern—1 stitch 
increased; 2 stitches increased total.

left-slant
2-row 

increase

right-slant
3-row 

decrease

left-slant
1-row 

increase

right-slant
1-row 

decrease
(k3tog)

right-slant
2-row 
increase

left-slant
3-row 
decrease

right-slant
1-row 
increase

left-slant
1-row 
decrease 
(sssp)

MC as for single-color brioche stitch, but use circular or dou-
ble-pointed needles. Do not join into a round, but work back 
and forth in rows as follows:

Row 1: (WS; CC) With CC, sl 1 kwise (selvedge st), *k1, sl 
1 yo; rep from * to last 2 sts, k2 (last st is selvedge st). Do 
not turn work.

Row 2: (WS; MC) Slide work to other tip of needle where 
MC is hanging. With MC, sl 1 pwise (selvedge st), *sl 1 
yo, brp1 (slipped st and yo of previous row); rep from * to 
last 2 sts, sl 1 yo, p1 (selvedge st). Turn work.

Row 3: (RS; CC) With CC, sl 1 pwise (selvedge st), *brp1, sl 
1 yo; rep from * to last 2 sts (slipped st with yo and selvedge 
st), brp1, p1 (selvedge st). Do not turn work.

Row 4: (RS; MC) Slide work to other tip of needle where MC 
is hanging. With MC, sl 1 kwise (selvedge st), *sl 1 yo, brk1; 
rep from * to last 2 sts, sl 1 yo, k1 (selvedge st). Turn work.

Row 5: (WS; CC) With CC, sl 1 kwise (selvedge st), *brk1, sl 1 
yo; rep from * to last 2 sts, brk1, k1 (selvedge st). Do not turn 
work.

Repeat Rows 2–5 for pattern.

Decreases
Just like with single-color brioche stitch, decreases made in 
two-color brioche must be worked in pairs—one “knit” stitch 
and one “purl” stitch. These decreases can be worked at once 
in a single row as described for single-color brioche, or spread 
out over three rows for a smoother transition. The types of 



©F+W Media, Inc. | All rights reserved | F+W Media grants permission for any or all pages in this issue to be copied for personal use | www.knittingdaily.com 6

Left-Slant 2-Row Increase:
Row 1: (RS; MC) Work to marked stitch, brk1 

(marked stitch together with its yarnover), pick 
up and knit 1 stitch from the row below the stitch 
just worked (will appear like 2 rows below because 
the stitch was just worked; Figure 1), continue in 
pattern—1 stitch increased; 2 MC knit stitches 
next to each other.

Row 2: (WS; CC) Work to double MC stitches, sl 
1 yo, pick up and knit 1 CC stitch from the row 
below between the 2 MC stitches (Figure 2), sl 
1 yo, continue in pattern—1 stitch increased; 2 
stitches increased total.

Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3 Figure 4

Right-Slant 3-Row Decrease 

Left-Slant 3-Row Decrease 

Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3 Figure 4

NANCY MARCHANT designs knitwear and pushes 
the limits of brioche stitch in Amsterdam.

Figure 1 Figure 2

Figure 3

Left-Slant 2-Row Increase 

Right-Slant 2-Row Increase 

Figure 1 Figure 2
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Mercedes 
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Clark
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Ready to try brioche 
in the round? This 
simple cowl is a perfect 
introduction to the 
circular brioche method. 

Finished size
About 19" (48.5 cm) circumference and 8½" 
(21.5 cm) tall; blocked.

Yarn
Worsted weight (#4 Medium).

Shown here: Lorna's Laces Shepherd 
Worsted Solids (100% superwash merino 
wool; 225 yd [205 m]/4 oz [113 g]): #56ns 
fjord, 1 skein.

needles
Size U.S. 6 (4 mm): 16" (40 cm) circular.

Adjust needle size if necessary to obtain 
the correct gauge.

notions
Stitch marker (m); tapestry needle.

GauGe
16 sts and 24 rows = 4" (10 cm) in brioche 
rib; blocked.

stitch Guide

Circular Garter stitch
Rnd 1: Knit.

Rnd 2: Purl.

Rep Rnds 1 and 2 for pattern.

Brioche Rib (worked in the rnd)
Set-up rnd a: *K1, sl1yo, rep from * to end.

Set-up rnd b: Bring yarn forward under 
right needle tip, *Sl1yo, brp1, rep from * to 
end.

Rnd 1a: *Brk1, sl1yo, rep from * to end.

Rnd 1b: Bring yarn forward under right 
needle tip, *Sl1yo, brp1, rep from * to end.

Rep rounds 1a–1b for pattern.

Cowl
Loosely CO 80 sts. Place marker (pm) and join for working in rnds, being careful not to 
twist sts. Work 5 rnds in Circular Garter st (see Stitch Guide), beg and ending with a purl 
rnd (Rnd 2). Work in Brioche Rib (see Stitch Guide), beg with Set-up rnd a, until piece 
measures 8¼" (21 cm) from CO edge, ending with Rnd 1b. Next rnd *Brk1, k1; rep from * to 
end. Work 5 rnds in Circular Garter st, beg with Rnd 2. Loosely BO all sts. 

Finishing
Weave in ends and block lightly, being careful not to flatten rib stitch.
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Brioche Bodice originally published in Interweave Knits, Summer 2006. ©Interweave Press LLC.  Not to be reprinted. All rights reserved.

Brioche 
Bodice
Katy Ryan
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Finished Size 30 (38, 431⁄2, 481⁄2, 511⁄2)" chest/bust cir-
cumference, unstretched. Sweater shown measures 
30". 
Yarn Colinette Wigwam (100% cotton; 142 yd [130 
m]/100 g): #115 velvet bronze, 4 (5, 6, 6, 7) skeins. 
Yarn distributed by Unique Kolours. 
Needles Size 11 (8 mm). Adjust needle size if nec-
essary to obtain the correct gauge. 
Notions Removable marker (m); stitch holders; 
tapestry needle. 
Gauge 12 sts and 32 rows = 4" in brioche st. 

Stitch Guide
Brioche Stitch: (multiple of 2 sts + 3)
Set-up row: (WS) K1, *bring yarn to front (ytf), 

sl 1, k1 (yarn crosses the needle and sl st to 
create a yo); rep from * to last 2 sts, sl 1, ytf, 
k1. 

Row 1: (RS) Sl 1 kwise, *k2tog (the slipped 
stitch with the yo), ytf, sl 1; rep from * to 
last 3 sts, k2tog, k1. 

Row 2: Sl 1 kwise, *ytf, sl 1, k2tog; rep from * 
to last 2 sts, sl 1, ytf, k1. 

Repeat Rows 1 and 2 for pattern.

Right double decrease (worked after ytf, sl 1):  
K3tog (fi rst and third sts are a sl 1/yo combi-
nation—5 loops are knitted tog; 2 sts dec’d.

Left double decrease (worked after ytf, sl 1): 
Sl the next stitch with its yo kwise, knit the next 2 sts tog 
(3 loops), then pass the slipped st with its yo over the st just 
worked—2 sts dec’d. 

Notes 
When counting stitches, count the slipped stitch and yarnover 

as one stitch. When counting rows, count 1 knitted stitch (a 
V) as 2 rows. 

All shaping is worked on wrong side rows. 
When binding off, work a k1, p1 rib, working the yarnover and 

slipped stitch unit as k1, and 
the next stitch as p1. 
At side edges, armhole edge, 
and neck edge: Slip the first 
stitch knitwise on each row 
and knit the last stitch. 
For more information on 
brioche stitch, see “Beyond 
the Basics: Brioche Stitch” 
by Nancy Marchant in the 
Spring 2005 issue of Inter-
weave Knits. 

Back  
CO 45 (57, 65, 73, 77) sts. 
Work set-up row of brioche st 
(see Stitch Guide), then work 
even in brioche st until piece 
measures 14 (141⁄2, 15, 151⁄2, 
16)" from CO, ending with 
a WS row. Shape armholes: 
BO 3 (3, 5, 5, 5) sts at the beg 
of next 2 rows (see Notes on 
how to BO)—39 (51, 55, 63, 
67) sts rem. Work 1 RS row 
in patt. Dec row: (WS) K1, 
k2tog, ytf, sl 1, work right 
double decrease (see Stitch 
Guide), work in patt to last 

6 sts (ending ytf, sl 1), work left double decrease (see Stitch 
Guide), ytf, sl 1, k2tog, k1—4 sts dec’d. Work 3 rows in patt. 
Rep the last 4 rows 1 (1, 1, 3, 4) more time(s)—31 (43, 47, 47, 
47) sts rem. Work in patt until armholes measure 8 (81⁄2, 9, 91⁄2, 
10)". Work 9 sts in patt, BO center 13 (25, 29, 29, 29) sts, work 
in patt to end—9 sts rem each side. Place sts on holders. 

Front 
Work same as for back until piece measures 13 (131⁄2, 14, 141⁄2, 
15)" from CO, ending with a WS row. Left side: Mark center 

BRIOCHE IS ONE OF KATY RYAN’S FAVORITE STITCHES. She loves the plush texture and strong lines of the dimensional ribbed pattern. In 
this sleeveless, V-necked top, she uses double decreases to shape the neckline and armhole at the same time. The decreases, placed several 
stitches away from the neckline, tilt the rib lines away from the center allowing them to follow and frame the neckline. The shoelace 
structure of the yarn adds even more dimension to the textured stitch, and the rich, chestnut-brown color is a welcome change from summer’s 
paler shades. 

d e s i g n  b y  K A T Y  R Y A N
BRIOCHE BODICE
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st. Next row: (RS) Work 22 (28, 32, 36, 38) sts in patt (end-
ing k2tog), then knit into front and back of center st (k1f&b), 
leaving m in st. Place rem 22 (28, 32, 36, 38) sts on holder; 24 
(30, 34, 38, 40) sts rem for left side. Cont working left side as 
foll: Turn. Sl 1 kwise, k1, *ytf, sl 1, k2tog; rep from *, ending 
k2tog, ytf, sl 1, k1. Work 1 RS row even in patt. Next row: 
(WS) Sl 1 kwise, k2tog, work in patt to end. Shape armhole: 
(RS) BO 3 (3, 5, 5, 5) sts, work in patt to end—21 (27, 29, 33, 
35) sts rem. Dec row: (WS) Work next 7 sts in patt (ending ytf, 
sl 1), work left double dec, cont in patt to end—2 sts dec’d. 
Work 5 rows even in patt. Rep the last 6 rows 3 (7, 9, 11, 12) 
more times, then rep dec row every 10th row 2 (1, 0, 0, 0) 
time(s)—9 sts rem. Work even in patt until armhole measures 

8 (81⁄2, 9, 91⁄2, 10)". Place sts on holder. Right side: Sl held 
right front sts to needle, threading needle from side edge to 
center. With RS facing, insert tip of left-hand needle in center 
st (2 more loops on needle). Next row: (RS) Sl 1, k1, k2tog, ytf, 
sl 1, work in patt to end. Work 1 WS row even in patt (ending 
ytf, sl 1). Next row: (RS) K1, ytf, sl 1, k2tog, work in patt to 
end. Shape armhole: (WS) BO 3 (3, 5, 5, 5) sts, work to last 
10 sts in patt (ending ytf, sl 1), work right double dec, work 
in patt to end—19 (25, 27, 31, 33) sts rem. Work 5 rows even 
in patt. Dec row: (WS) Work to last 10 sts (ending ytf, sl 1), 
work right double dec, work in patt to end—2 sts dec’d. Work 
5 rows even in patt. Rep the last 6 rows 2 (6, 8, 10, 11) more 
times, then rep dec row every 10th row 2 (1, 0, 0, 0) times—9 
sts rem. Work in patt until armhole measures 8 (81⁄2, 9, 91⁄2, 
10)". Place sts on holder. 

Finishing 
With RS facing and the three-needle, method (see box), join 
shoulders. With yarn threaded on a tapestry needle, sew side 
seams. Gently steam seams to fl atten.  Y

KATY RYAN lives in New England with her Chihuahua and cactus 
collection. 

Place stitches to be joined onto two separate needles. 
Hold them with right sides of knitting facing together. 
Insert a third needle into first stitch on each of the 
other two needles and knit them together as one stitch. 
*Knit next stitch on each needle the same way. Pass 
fi rst stitch over second stitch. Repeat from * until one 
stitch remains on third needle. Cut yarn and pull tail 
through last stitch.

Three-Needle Bind-Off
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15 (19, 213⁄4, 241⁄4, 253⁄4)"
38 (48.5, 55, 61.5, 65.5) cm 

14 (141⁄2, 15, 151⁄2, 16)"
35.5 (37, 38, 39.5, 40.5) cm

8 (81⁄2, 9, 91⁄2, 10)"
20.5 (21.5, 23, 24, 25.5) cm

3"
7.5 cm

41⁄4 (81⁄4, 93⁄4, 93⁄4, 93⁄4)"
11 (21, 25, 25, 25) cm

9 (91⁄2, 10, 101⁄2, 11)"
23 (24, 25.5, 26.5, 28) cm

Front & Back
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Finished Size 35�⁄4 (38�⁄�, 4��⁄�, 443⁄4, 48)” (89.5 [98, �05.5, ��3.5, ���] cm) 
bust/chest circumference. Sweater shown measures 4��⁄�” (�05.5 cm).
Yarn Black Forest Yarns Naturwolle (�00% wool; ��0 yd [��0 m]/
�00 g): #60 potpourri, 7 (8, 9, �0, ��) skeins. 
Yarn distributed by Muench Yarns.
Needles Size �� (8 mm): �4” (60-cm) circular (cir) and set of 4 or 5 
double-pointed (dpn). Adjust needle size if necessary to obtain the 
correct gauge.
Notions Markers (m); open-ring or removable markers; stitch holders; 
tapestry needle.
Gauge �0 sts and �4 rnds = 4” (�0 cm) in brioche st, worked in the 
rnd. To check your rnd gauge in brioche st, measure straight up 
along a single column of knit sts on the RS, and count each st in the 
column as � rnds.

Stitch Guide
Brioche Stitch in Rounds: (even number of sts)
Set-up rnd: *K�, bring yarn to front and sl � purlwise (pwise) 

while making a yo at the same time as slipping the st (sl � 
yo); rep from *.

Rnd 1: *Sl � yo, purl slipped st and yo of previous rnd tog; rep 
from *.

Rnd 2: *Knit slipped st and yo of previous rnd tog, sl � yo; rep 
from *.

Repeat Rnds � and � for pattern; do not repeat set-up rnd.

Centered 4-Stitch Decrease: Sl 3 sts (5 loops: � knit sts with � 
yos, and the purl st between them) as if to k3tog, k�tog (3 
loops: next purl st tog with knit st and yo), pass 3 slipped sts 
over (all 5 slipped loops)—4 sts dec’d; center knit st is on top 
of decrease.

Notes
When counting stitches, count each slipped stitch and its com-

panion yarnover as one stitch. In other words, do not count 
the yarnovers as stitches in themselves.

Each yarnover appears to “straddle’’ its companion stitch, which 
should make it easy to identify them as a pair to be worked 

together on the next round. If you are having difficulty knit-
ting or purling a yarnover and stitch together, make sure that 
you are trying to work the yarnover together with the correct 
stitch. Spreading the stitches out along the needle can help 
align the yarnovers with their respective mates.

Because the slipped stitch-yarnover pairs alternate position 
from round to round, when one round ends with a slipped 
stitch-yarnover pair, the following round will begin with a 
slipped stitch-yarnover pair. The result is that there will be 
two slipped stitch-yarnover pairs next to each other at the 
end-of-round marker. Be sure to bring the yarn all the way 
around the needle and to the front of the work for the first 
yarnover so that each slipped stitch will have its own separate 
yarnover. 

Make sure that you don’t accidentally drop any yarnovers that 
occur at the end of a needle.

When working p�tog or ssp decreases for the joining round, you 
will be working together 4 actual loops on the needle: � stitches 
with their � companion yarnovers.

When working k3tog or sssk decreases for the raglan shaping, 
you will be working together 5 actual loops on the needle: � 
knit stitches with their � companion yarnovers, and the purl 
stitch between them.

If there are not enough sleeve stitches for your size remaining 
between the marked raglan stitches to work the k3tog and 
sssk decreases as written, work a centered 4-stitch decrease 
(see Stitch Guide) where the raglan lines converge in the 
center of each sleeve instead of the two �-stitch decreases. 

Body
With cir needle, CO 88 (96, �04, ���, ��0) sts. Place marker 
(pm) and join for working in the rnd, being careful not to twist 
sts. Work brioche st in rnds (see Stitch Guide) until piece mea-
sures �3�⁄� (�4, �4�⁄�, �5, �6)” (34.5 [35.5, 37, 38, 40.5] cm) from 
CO, ending 4 sts before marker on Rnd � of patt (a “purl’’ rnd). 
Divide for front and back: BO 7 sts (remove m as you go) for left 
armhole, cont working patt as established (Rnd � of patt) until 
there are 37 (4�, 45, 49, 53) sts on right needle for front, BO 7 

For this generous raglan sweater, ann Budd has knitted a bulky hand-dyed yarn in brioche stitch to give a vertical element to the 
inherent horizontal stripes. the sweater body and sleeves are worked in the round from the lower edges to the armholes, then joined and 
continued as a single piece to the loose, open neck. ann shapes the armholes along raglan lines by working double decreases that maintain 
the integrity of the rib pattern. when the piece comes off the needles, the only seams to sew are at the underarms. if you’ve never worked 
brioche stitch in the round, practice the technique with Kelly Bridges’s Brioche helmet hat on page 130.

d e s i g n  b y  A n n  B U d d
BulKy Brioche raglan
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sts for right underarm, work to end for back—37 (4�, 45, 49, 53) 
sts each for front and back; Rnd � of patt completed; the st at 
each end of front and back should be a “purl’’ st. Set aside.

Sleeves
With dpn, CO �4 (�4, �8, �8, 3�) sts. Place marker (pm) and 
join for working in the rnd, being careful not to twist sts. Work 
brioche st in rnds until piece measures 5” (��.5 cm) from beg. 
Use an open-ring or removable marker to mark the last st of the 
rnd as the “seam’’ st. Inc Rnd 1: Maintaining patt as established, 
M� (see box), work in patt to marked seam st, M�, work marked 
st—� sts inc’d. Note: The marked st at the end of the rnd may 
have to change from a “knit’’ st to a “purl’’ st, or vice versa, in 
order to maintain patt continuity between the incs. Work �3 (��, 
9, 9, ��) rnds even in patt. Rep the last �4 (��, �0, �0, ��) rnds 
3 (4, 5, 6, 5) more times—3� (34, 40, 4�, 44) sts. When all incs 
have been completed, for sizes 351⁄4”, 411⁄2”, and 48”, the marked 
seam st should be a purl st with knit sts on either side of it; and 
for sizes 381⁄2” and 443⁄4”, the marked seam st should be a knit st 
with purl sts on either side. Cont even in patt until piece measures 
�5�⁄� (�5�⁄�, �6, �7, �7�⁄�)” (39.5 [39.5, 40.5, 43, 44.5] cm) from CO, 
ending 3 (4, 3, 4, 3) sts before marked seam st on Rnd � of patt 
(a “purl’’ rnd). Next rnd: (Rnd � of patt) BO 7 sts, work in patt 
to end—�5 (�7, 33, 35, 37) sts rem; the st at each end of sleeve 
should be a purl st. Cut off yarn and place sts on holder. Make 
another sleeve to match. 

Yoke
Joining rnd: Place �5 (�7, 33, 35 37) sts for left sleeve on left 
needle of cir holding body sts. Sl last st of back to left needle 
with sleeve sts. Work across, joining body and sleeves as foll: 
(Rnd � of patt) P�tog (last st of back and first st of left sleeve; 
see Notes) and mark this st with removable marker for center 
of left back raglan line; work in patt to last st of sleeve, ssp (last 
st of left sleeve with first st of front; see box) and mark this st 
with removable marker for center of left front raglan line, work 
in patt to last st of front, place sts for rem sleeve on left tip of 
cir needle, sl last st of front to left needle with sleeve sts, p�tog 

(last st of front with first st of right sleeve) and mark this st with 
removable marker for center of right front raglan line, work in 
patt to last st of sleeve, ssp (last st of sleeve with first st of back) 
and mark this st with removable marker for center of right back 
raglan, work across back sts to end—��0 (�3�, �5�, �64, �76) 
sts; first st of rnd (marked st at left back raglan) should be a purl 
st; last st of rnd at end of back should be a knit st. Work 8 (8, 6, 
6, 8) rnds even in patt. Dec rnd: (Rnd � of patt) Work 3 sts in 
patt, sssk (see Notes) *work to 5 sts before next marked st, k3tog, 
work 5 sts in patt; sssk; rep from * � more times, work to 5 sts 
before marked st, k3 tog, work � sts in patt—�6 sts dec’d. Work 
�� (9, 9, 9, 7) rnds even in patt. Cont in patt, rep the shaping 
of the last �� (�0, �0, �0, 8) rnds � (3, 4, 4, 5) more times (see 
Notes)—7� (68, 7�, 84, 80) sts rem. Work 5 rnds even, then rep 
dec rnd once more—56 (5�, 56, 68, 64) sts rem; yoke should mea-
sure about 8 (9, �0, �0, �0�/�)” (�0.5 [�3, �5.5, �5.5, �6.5] cm) high 
measured straight up along a column of knit sts (do not measure 
along diagonal raglan line). On the next Rnd � of patt, dec 4 (0, 0, 
��, 8) sts by working � (0, 0, 6, 4) k3togs evenly spaced, working 
the dec’s over � knit sts with a purl st between them to maintain 
patt continuity—5� (5�, 56, 56, 56) sts rem. Cont even in patt 
until piece measures about 5” (��.5 cm) from last yoke dec rnd. 
Loosely BO all sts in patt.

Finishing
With yarn threaded on a tapestry needle, sew underarm seams. 
Weave in loose ends. Block lightly.    Y
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Figure 1

Figure 2

Holding yarn in front, slip two stitch-
es knitwise one at a time onto right 
needle (Figure �). Slip them back 
onto left needle and purl the two 
stitches together through back loops 
(Figure �).

Ssp Decrease
With left needle tip, lift strand between needles 
from front to back (Figure �). Knit lifted loop 
through the back (Figure �).

Figure 1 Figure 2

Raised (M1) Increases

Left Slant (M1L)

With left needle tip, lift strand between nee-
dles from back to front (Figure �). Knit lifted 
loop through the front (Figure �).

Figure 1 Figure 2

Right Slant (M1R)

ann Budd has been knitting almost as long as she can 
 remember.
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21 (21, 221/2, 221/2, 221/2)”
53.5 (53.5, 57, 57, 57) cm

5”
12.5 cm

8 (9, 10, 10, 101/2)”
20.5 (23, 25,5, 25,5 26.5) cm

131/2 (14, 141/2, 15, 16)”
34.5 (35.5, 37, 38, 40.5) cm

351/4 (381/2, 411/2, 443/4, 48)”
89.5 (98, 105.5, 113.5, 122) cm

123/4 (131/2, 16, 163/4, 171/2)”
32.5 (34.5, 40.5, 42.5, 44.5) cm

151/2 (151/2, 16, 17, 171/2)”
39.5 (39.5, 40.5, 43, 44.5) cm 91/2 (91/2, 111/4, 111/4, 123/4)”

24 (24, 28.5, 28.5, 32.5) cm
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Discover knitwear designs that will
capture your imagination.

You don’t have to be a designer or a knitting pro to make
beautiful knitted garments and accessories, and you don’t
have to hunt all over for inspiring designs.
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great projects, from the beginner to the advanced. Every
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Pizzicato Scarf
S t a r  A t h e n a

Finished Size 61/2" wide and 49" long.
Yarn Filatura di Crosa Tempo (51% 
cotton, 37% acrylic, 12% nylon; 115 yd 
[105 m]/50 g): #02 poppy garden (MC; see 
Notes), 2 balls; #01 northern lights (CC1) 
and #04 wheatfields (CC2), 1 ball each. 
Yarn distributed by Tahki Stacy Charles.
Needles Size 5 (3.75 mm): 24" circular 
(cir). Adjust needle size if necessary to 
obtain the correct gauge.
Notions Tapestry needle.
Gauge 20 sts and 34 rows = 4" in three-
color brioche st.
NoteS

•  One ball of main color is MC1 and the 
second ball of main color is MC2.

Stitch Guide
Sl 1 yo: Bring yarn to front under needle, 
sl 1, bring yarn over top of needle to back. 
This produces a yo that crosses over the 
slipped st. This combined slipped st/yo is 
counted as a single st.
Sl 1 yof: With yarn in front, sl 1 pwise, 

bring yarn over needle and over slipped st 
and then under needle to front. This com-
bined slipped st/yo is counted as a single st.
Brk1 (brioche knit 1): Knit the st (that 
was slipped in the row before) tog with 
its yo.
Brp1 (brioche purl 1): Purl the st (that 
was slipped in the row before) tog with 
its yo.

three-Color Brioche Stitch: (multiple 
of 2 sts + 1)
Row 1: (RS) With MC1 (see Notes), k1, 
*sl 1 yo (see Stitch Guide), k1; rep from * 
to end.
Row 2: (WS) With CC1, k1, *brk1, sl 1 yo; 
rep from * to last 2 sts, brk1, k1.
Row 3: With MC2, k1, *sl 1 yo, brk1; rep 
from * to last 2 sts, sl 1 yo, k1.
Row 4: With CC2, rep Row 2. Do not 
turn. Slide sts to other end of needle.
Row 5: (WS) With MC1, k1, *sl 1 yof (see 
Stitch Guide), brp1; rep from * to last 2 
sts, sl 1 yo, k1.
Row 6: (RS) With CC1, k1, *brp1, sl 1 yof; 
rep from * to last 2 sts, brp1, k1.
Row 7: With MC2, rep Row 5.
Row 8: With CC2, rep Row 6. Do not 
turn. Slide sts to other end of needle.
Row 9: (RS) With MC1, rep Row 3.
Rep Rows 2–9 for patt. 
SCarF
With MC1, CO 33 sts. Do not join. Work 
Rows 1–9 of three-color brioche (see 
Stitch Guide). Rep Rows 2–9 until piece 
measures 13" from CO, ending with a 
Row 4. Contrast stripe: Work Row 9, 

then rep Rows 2–9 until stripe measures 
5", ending with a Row 8. Main stripe: 
Work Rows 5–9, then rep Rows 2–9 
until stripe measures 13", ending with 
a Row 4. Rep contrast and main stripes 
once more—three 13" sections and two 5" 
sections from CO. With MC1, BO all sts, 
working sl st/yo pairs as 1 st as you BO.

FiNiShiNG
Block piece to measurements. Weave in 
loose ends.

When not designing, Star Athena is 
 dreaming about designing. She’s also 
knitting, spinning, teaching, cycling, 
 writing, doodling, walking, doing 
crossword puzzles, and exploring the 
great Pacific Northwest. For details about 
her adventures in knitting and spinning, 
as well as other odds and ends, visit her 
blog, www.keeponknittinginthefreeworld 
.blogspot.com.

Discover knitwear 
designs that will 
capture your 
imagination.
Take advantage 
of this special 
risk-free o�er today!

interweave.com/go/kdiwk



©F+W Media, Inc. | All rights reserved | F+W Media grants permission for any or all pages in this issue to be copied for personal use | www.knittingdaily.com 18

C
ar

m
el

 Z
uc

ke
r

publishers of Interweave Knits magazine…join the online knitting community at KnittingDaily.com
Visit InterweaveStore.com/knittingpatterns for more great patterns!

Raised Wale Scarf originally published in Knits Weekend, 2011. ©Interweave Press LLC.  Not to be reprinted. All rights reserved.

page 1

knittingpatterns

Raised  
Wale  
Scarf 
Lily Chin



©F+W Media, Inc. | All rights reserved | F+W Media grants permission for any or all pages in this issue to be copied for personal use | www.knittingdaily.com 19
publishers of Interweave Knits magazine…join the online knitting community at KnittingDaily.com

Visit InterweaveStore.com/knittingpatterns for more great patterns!

Raised Wale Scarf originally published in Knits Weekend, 2011. ©Interweave Press LLC.  Not to be reprinted. All rights reserved.

page 2

RISK-FREE
TRIAL OFFER

Interweave Knits IS A MUST-HAVE 
FOR THOSE WHO LOVE TO KNIT!

interweave.com/go/kdiwk

Raised Wale scaRf
L i l y  C h i n

Finished Size 6" wide and 65" long.
Yarn Tahki Yarns Donegal Tweed (100% wool; 
183 yd [167 m]/31/2 oz [100 g]): #809 teal (MC) 
and  #839 dark khaki (CC), 1 skein each.
Needles Size 8 (5 mm): 16" circular (cir). 
Adjust needle size if necessary to obtain the 
correct gauge.
Notions 2 cable needles (cn); markers (m); 
size H (5 mm) crochet hook (optional).
Gauge 19 sts = 41/2" and 12 rows = 3" in 
brioche cable patt.

NoteS

•  It takes two rows to complete one full row 
of bicolor brioche, which is why the rows 
are lettered as well as numbered. 

•  Slip stitches purlwise.

•  Alternate colors every row.

Stitch Guide
Brioche knit (br-k): Knit 1 st tog with its 
corresponding yo.
Brioche purl (br-p): Purl 1 st tog with its 
corresponding yo.
Yo kwise, sl 1: Bring yarn to front between 
needles, then yarn over needle to the back, sl 
1 pwise.
Sl 1, yo pwise: With yarn in front, sl 1 pwise, 
yarn over needle to the back, then between 
needles to the front. 
Br-k RC: Sl knit st with its corresponding yo 
and next purl st to cn and hold in back, br-k 
from left needle, sl purl st from cn back to left 
needle, hold cn with knit st and corresponding 
yo in front, yo kwise, sl 1 from left needle, 
br-k from cn.
Br-p RC: Sl knit st and next purl st with its 
corresponding yo to cn and hold in back, sl 
1, yo pwise from left needle, sl purl st and 
corresponding yo from cn to left needle, hold 
cn with rem knit st in front, br-p from left 
needle, sl 1, yo pwise from cn.

Br-k LC: Sl knit st with its corresponding yo 
to cn and hold in front, sl next purl st to 2nd 
cn and hold in back, br-k from left needle, yo 
kwise, sl 1 from back cn, br-k from front cn.
Br-p LC: Sl knit st to cn and hold in front, sl 
next purl st with its corresponding yo to 2nd 
cn and hold in back, sl 1, yo pwise from left 
needle, br-p from back cn, sl 1, yo pwise from 
front cn.  

SCaRF
With CC and using the chain-edge method 
(see page 3), CO 25 sts very loosely. Do not 
turn.
Set-up row A: (MC row) K3, place marker 
(pm), [k1, yo kwise, sl 1 (see Stitch Guide)] 9 
times, k1, pm, k3. Do not turn work; slide sts 
to other end of needle.
Set-up row B: (CC row) Sl 1 with yarn in back 
(wyb), p2, [sl 1, yo pwise (see Stitch Guide), 
br-p (see Stitch Guide) 9 times, sl 1, yo pwise, 
p2, sl 1 wyb, turn.
Row 1A: (MC row) Sl 1 with yarn in front 
(wyf), p2, [br-p, sl 1, yo pwise] 9 times, br-p, 
p2, sl 1 wyf. Do not turn work; slide sts to 
other end of needle.
Row 1B: (CC row) Sl 1 wyb, k2, [yo kwise, sl 1, 
br-k] 9 times, yo kwise, sl 1, k2, sl 1 wyb, turn.
Row 2A: (MC row) K3, [br-k RC (see Stitch 
Guide), yo kwise, sl 1] 4 times, br-k RC, k3. Do 
not turn work; slide sts to other end of needle. 
Row 2B: (CC row) Sl 1 wyf, p2, [sl 1, yo pwise, 
br-p] 9 times, sl 1, yo pwise, p2, sl 1 wyf, turn.
Row 3A: Rep Row 1A.
Row 3B: Rep Row 1B. 
Row 4A: (MC row) K3, [br-k, yo kwise, sl 1] 9 
times, br-k, k3. Do not turn work; slide sts to 
other end of needle.
Row 4B: Rep Row 2B. 

Row 5A: (MC row) Sl 1 wyf, p2, [br-p, br-p RC 
(see Stitch Guide)] 4 times, br-p, sl 1, yo pwise, 
br-p, p2, sl 1 wyf. Do not turn work; slide sts 
to other end of needle.
Row 5B: Rep Row 1B. 
Row 6A: Rep Row 4A. 
Row 6B: Rep Row 2B. 
Row 7A: Rep Row 1A.
Row 7B: Rep Row 1B. 
Row 8A: (MC row) K3, br-k, yo kwise, sl 1, 
[br-k LC (see Stitch Guide), yo kwise, sl 1] 4 
times, br-k, k3. Do not turn work; slide sts to 
other end of needle.
Row 8B: Rep Row 2B.
Row 9A: Rep Row 1A.
Row 9B: Rep Row 1B.
Row 10A: Rep Row 4A.
Row 10B: Rep Row 2B.
Row 11A: (MC row) Sl 1 wyf, p2, br-p, sl 1, yo 
pwise, br-p, [br-p LC (see Stitch Guide), br-p] 4 
times, p2, sl 1 wyf. Do not turn work; slide sts 
to other end of needle.
Row 11B: Rep Row 1B. 
Row 12A: Rep Row 4A.
Row 12B: Rep Row 2B.
Rep Rows 1A–12B 21 more times, then work 
Rows 1A–2A once more. Piece measures about 
65" from CO. Break MC, leaving an 8" tail. BO 
all sts with CC very loosely, working in patt as 
foll: Sl 1 wyf, p2, [k1, br-p] 9 times, k1, p3.

FiNiShiNG
Weave in ends. Machine wash in warm water 
and regular cycle and dry on medium to 
tighten and slightly felt scarf.

Lily Chin is the author of Power Cables (Inter-
weave, 2010) and has specialized in reversible 
cables since 1988.
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 beg  beginning; begin; begins
 bet between
 BO bind off
 CC contrasting color
 cm centimeter(s)
 cn cable needle
 CO cast on
 cont continue(s); continuing
 dec(s) decrease(s); decreasing
 dpn  double-pointed needle(s)
 foll following; follows
 g gram(s)
 inc increase(s); increasing
 k  knit
 k1f&b  knit into front and back of 

same st
 k2tog  knit two stitches together
 kwise knitwise
 LC left cross
 m(s) marker(s)
 MC main color
 mm millimeter(s)
 M1 make one (increase)
 M1R (L) make one right (left)
 p purl
 p1f&b  purl into front and back of 

same st
 p2tog purl two stitches together
 patt(s) pattern(s)
 pm place marker
 psso pass slipped stitch over
 p2sso  pass two slipped stitches  

over
 pwise purlwise
 RC right cross
 rem remain(s); remaining
 rep repeat; repeating
 rev St st reverse stockinette stitch
 rib ribbing
 rnd(s) round(s)
 RS right side
 rev sc reverse single crochet
 sc single crochet
 sk skip
 sl slip
 sl st  slip stitch (sl 1 st pwise 

unless otherwise indicated)
 ssk  slip 1 kwise, slip 1 kwise,  

k2 sl sts tog tbl (decrease)
 ssp  slip 1 kwise, slip 1 kwise, p2 

sl sts tog tbl (decrease)
 st(s) stitch(es)
 St st stockinette stitch
 tbl through back loop
 tog together
 WS wrong side
 wyb with yarn in back
 wyf with yarn in front
 yo yarn over
 *  repeat starting point  

(i.e., repeat from *)
 * *  repeat all instructions  

 between asterisks
 ( )  alternate measurements  

and/or instructions
 [ ]  instructions that are to be 

worked as a group a  
specified number of times

abbReviations

Il
lu

st
ra

ti
on

s b
y 

G
ay
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or
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chain-edge cast-on 
This method is worked with a crochet hook. It forms a tidy chain along the edge.
Place a slipknot on a crochet hook. Hold the needle and yarn in your left hand with the yarn 
under the needle. *Place hook over needle, wrap yarn around hook, and pull the loop through 
slipknot (Figure 1). Bring yarn to back under needle, wrap yarn around hook, and pull it 
through loop on hook (Figure 2). Repeat from * until there is one less than the desired number 
of stitches. Bring the yarn to the back and slip remaining loop from hook onto needle.

Figure 1 Figure 2
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With waste yarn and crochet hook, make a loose chain of about four 
stitches more than you need to cast on. With needle, working yarn, 
and beginning two stitches from end of chain, pick up and knit one 
stitch through the back loop of each crochet chain (Figure 1) for de-
sired number of stitches. Work the piece as desired, and when you’re 
ready to work in the opposite direction, pull out the crochet chain to 
expose live stitches (Figure 2).

Crochet Chain (Provisional) Cast-On

Figure 1 Figure 2

Long-Tail Cast-On
Also called the Continental method, this cast-on creates a firm, 
elastic edge that’s appropriate for most projects. This meth-
od is worked with one needle and two ends of yarn, and it plac-
es stitches on the right needle. The resulting edge is smooth on 
one side (the side facing you as you work) and knotted or bumpy 
on the other (the side facing away from you as you work). Most 
knitters choose to designate the smooth side as the “right” side.
Leaving a long tail, make a slipknot and place on a needle held in 
your right hand. Place thumb and index finger of your left hand 
between the yarn ends so that the working yarn is around your 
index finger and the tail is around your thumb, secure the ends with 
your other three fingers, and twist your wrist so that your palm fac-
es upwards, making a V of yarn around your thumb and index fin-
ger (Figure 1). *Bring needle up through loop on thumb (Figure 2), 
grab the first strand around index finger with needle, and go back 
down through loop on thumb (Figure 3).
Drop loop off thumb and, placing thumb back in the V configura-
tion, tighten resulting stitch on needle (Figure 4). Repeat from *.

Figure 1 Figure 3 Figure 4Figure 2

Glossary
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