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8-ShAFtWeb Supplement

Crested Butte Purse
H e l e n  B r e s s l e r

TM

S h o p . W e a v i n g To d a y . c o m

Surface embellishment may be exactly what that your project needs to finish it with flair. Add a 
decorative accent with embroidery and beading, and then, for the ultimate touch, add some kumihimo 
braids dressed up with beads. It is easier than it looks, and only takes one simple embroidery stitch and a 
little know-how.  

Here are directions for beading and for creating the  kumihimo braids. See  Handwoven November/
December 2012 for Helen's original article.



Project originally published in Handwoven magazine, 2012. © F+W Media, Inc. Not to be 
reprinted. All rights reserved.

page 2

1. Beading Diagram

KuMIhIMo BrAIdS

Make the kumihimo braids using the steps 
shown in Figures 2 and 3. To cut kumihimo 
strands, measure out the desired length plus 
40%. The round braid (Figure 2) provides a 
decorative lip edge for the purse. The flat 
braid dresses up the join between the 
wrapped-cord base and the handwoven 
fabric.

2. Round Kumihimo Braid Steps

3. Flat Kumihimo Braid Steps

Step 1 Step 2 

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

The stitches all begin with a knot and a backstitch to secure the end.  Work
these knots into the area with knit fusible interfacing only.  Pass the needle  
to the front side of the fabric, pick up a bead combination on the needle and 
slide them down the thread to the fabric.  The beads should not bow away
from the fabric. If they do, use fewer beads or a long stitch.

The stitches all begin with a knot and a backstitch to secure the end.  Work
these knots into the area with knit fusible interfacing only.  Pass the needle  
to the front side of the fabric, pick up a bead combination on the needle and 
slide them down the thread to the fabric.  The beads should not bow away
from the fabric. If they do, use fewer beads or a long stitch.

The stitches all begin with a knot and a backstitch to secure the end.  Work
these knots into the area with knit fusible interfacing only.  Pass the needle  
to the front side of the fabric, pick up a bead combination on the needle and 
slide them down the thread to the fabric.  The beads should not bow away
from the fabric. If they do, use fewer beads or a long stitch.

BeAdINg

embellish the top of the purse with beads 
using the stitching techniques shown in 
 Figure 1. Use the beads to outline of the “leaf” 
pattern and the diamond shapes between 
the rows of the leaf pattern (see photo on 
 previous page). 

Add larger crystal beads to the center of each 
leaf. (note: Do not embellish within the 
chalked seam allowance guidelines.)

Add larger crystal beads to the center of each 
leaf. (note: Do not embellish within the 
chalked seam allowance guidelines.)
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