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Beaded Needlepoint for a Journal Cover
D E S I G N E D  B Y  J U D I T H  D U R A N T

Instructions

Following the chart, work complete 
horizontal rows. Begin at the lower left 
corner and work from left to right. Work 
the three-row border last by working 
around the outside edges.

Thread a needle with a length of thread 
approximately 36 inches (91.4 cm) long. 
Wax thread to help prevent knotting.

Insert threaded needle from back to 
front, leaving a 6-inch (15.2-cm) tail to be 
woven in later. *Pick up a bead with the 
needle, work a tent stitch in the  canvas. 
Repeat from *, following chart.

After completing each row, secure the 
beads by passing the thread back through 
the beads to the beginning of the row. 
 Insert needle from front to back into can-
vas where thread originated and come up 
through the hole directly above to set up 
for the next row.

When nearing the end of a thread, 
leave a 6-inch (15.2-cm) tail at the back 
of the work and introduce a new thread as 
for the beginning, again leaving a   6-inch 
(15.2-cm) tail to be woven in later.

Work the three-row border. Weave 
loose tails into the back of the canvas and 
trim excess.

Finishing

Trim canvas, leaving 1⁄4-inch (6-mm) 
seam allowance, snipping into corners, 
and fold the allowance to the back along 
the bead line. Apply a thin fi lm of glue to 
the folded-under edges. Press the wrong 
side of the beaded canvas to the right 
side of the book and weight down with a 
heavy book until dry.

About the Designer. Judith Durant is a free-

lance writer, editor, and textile crafter, who 

lives in Loveland, Colorado.

Suppliers

Glass beads. Mill Hill. (800) 447-1332; fax 
(608) 754-0665; website www.millhill.
com. Call, fax, or visit their website for 
the name of your nearest retailer.

Penelope canvas. Zweigart Fabrics, 2 
River view Dr., Somerset, NJ 08873-
1139. (732) 271-1949. Call or write for 
the name of your nearest retailer.

Additional Resources

Fauque, Claude. Les Perles: Au fil du 
 textile. Paris, France: Syros, 1996.

The Beader’s Companion by 

Judith Durant and Jean Camp-

bell, published by Interweave 

Press in 1998, is a handy ref-

erence book for beadworking. 

To order a copy, call (800) 645-

3675 or visit our website: www.

interweavestore.com. $19.95 

($29.95 Canadian), plus shipping 

and handling.

Materials

Mill Hill Magnifi ca glass beads and 

glass seed beads, in colors and 

quantities listed in the Color 

Guide

Zweigart, Penelope canvas, 14-count

Thread, Size D Nymo

Needle, size 12 sharps

Beeswax

Glue

Blank book, 8 × 51⁄4 inches (20.3 × 

13.3 cm)

Finished size of beaded canvas: 53⁄4 × 

37⁄8 inches (14.6 × 9.8 cm)

Subscribe to PieceWork today and enjoy inspiring personal stories 
from around the world and projects that celebrate the rich tradition 
and history of needlework. 
Whether your specialty is knitting, embroidery, crocheting, quilting, 
tatting, or beadwork,—you’ll find contemporary projects and 
articles sure to inspire and expand your creative horizons.

interweave.com/go/pwkd

RISK FREE
TRIAL OFFER

Don’t miss out on another issue. Take advantage of this special risk-free offer today!

http://www.interweave.com/go/pwkd
http://www.interweavestore.com/store/p/1610-Beader-s-Companion-Expanded-and-Updated.aspx
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P ATTERNS FOR WEAVING, 
embroidery, needlepoint, 

and other textile crafts have been 
published in Europe since the advent 
of the printing press in the sixteenth 
century. As early as 1526, a German 
publisher printed patterns on a gridded 
background. Up until the nineteenth cen-

tury, these patterns were scarce, and most 

designs were created by popular painters of 

the time.
In the early 1800s, little livres du poche, or 

“pocket books,” were published and covered 
ideas for knitting, embroidery, sewing, and 
other techniques. Beginning in 1809, expla-
nations for working with glass beads were 
included. By mid-century, pattern publishing 
became a profi table business, and the popu-
lar loose-leaf  patterns produced in Berlin were 
hand-colored to match available threads. From 
1840 through 1850, twenty-one publishers of 
these so-called “Berlinworks” produced more 
than 14,000 motifs per year and sold them 
throughout Europe and America.

The pattern publishing industry began 
to fi zzle after 1870, leaving only ten pub-
lishers. In the late 1880s, however, a pat-
tern-publishing resurgence followed the 
publication of Thérèse de Dillmont’s The 
 Complete  Encyclopedia of Needlework. 
The book was eventually translated into 
seventeen languages and it, along with 
her partnership with DMC, spread 
embroidery patterns worldwide.

Among the  publ i shers  who 
remained active in France through 
the ups and downs is Maison Sajou in 
Paris. This robin motif of theirs was 
probably published in the 1930s.

Beading on needlepoint canvas is a 
simple technique, one that allows you to take 
advantage of the  thousands of designs that have 
already been charted and published in books 
and magazines. With this  technique, you will 
have the same number of beads in one inch (2.5 
cm) of width as in height—with other beading 
techniques this is not the case. This blank-book 
journal with the beaded robin motif makes a 
very special gift for any occasion.

Pages from Maison Sajou’s 
chart booklets.

From the collection of the designer.



Beaded needlepoint chart. Chart may be photocopied for personal use.

COLOR GUIDE

Magnifi ca Glass Beads
7-gram packets:

11010—cream, 2

Magnifi ca Glass Beads
2-gram packets:

10005—dark blue, 1

10019—mahogany, 1

10023—dark green, 1

10044—light blue, 1

10045—light green, 1

10071—red, 1

10088—yellow, 1

Glass Seed Beads
4.54-gram packets:

02001—cream, 2

Note: Numbers following color names 
are quantities of packets needed.
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