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Balustrade Bracelet originally published in Beadwork, December 2013/January 2014. 

Balustrade 
Bracelet
Maggie Meister

Originally published in  
Beadwork, December 2013/January 2014

TECHNIQUES
circular peyote stitch
right-angle weave
square stitch
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1) BANDS. Use a combination of stitches 
to form the bands that run along the outer 
edges of the bracelet:
Row 1, Unit 1: Use a size 10 needle and 6' 

of thread to string 1H and 3E; pass 
through the second hole of the H, leav-
ing a 6" tail. String 3E; pass through the 
first hole of the H and the first E strung 
(Fig. 1, green thread).

Row 1, Unit 2: String 1G, 1E, 1H, and 3E; 
pass through the second hole of the H 
just added (Fig. 1, blue thread). String 
2E; pass through the first E added in 
this unit, the first hole of the H added  
in this unit, and the nearest E (Fig. 1, 
red thread).

Row 1, Units 3–24: Repeat Unit 2 twenty-
two times. Pass through the next 2E of 
Row 1, Unit 24.

Row 2: String 2E; skip the nearest H of 
Row 1 and pass through the nearest E of 
Row 1. String 1G; pass through the fol-
lowing E of Row 1. Repeat from the 
beginning of this row twenty-two times. 

String 2E; skip the final H of Row 1 and 
pass through the nearest E of Row 1. 
Pass under the thread at the edge of the 
work and pass back through the last E 
exited in Row 1 and the last E added 
(Fig. 2, blue thread).

Row 3: String 1G and pass back through 
the next bead of Row 2; repeat across 
(Fig. 2, red thread). Secure the thread 
and trim; set aside.

Repeat this entire step for a second band.

2) DROP. Use circular peyote stitch to 
form two-sided drop components that 
make up the bracelet center:
Front, Round 1: Use a size 13 needle and  

3' of thread to string 8A, leaving a  
6" tail; pass through the first 3A added 
to form a circle (Fig. 3, blue thread).

Front, Round 2: String 2B and pass 
through the next A of Round 1. String 
1B, skip 1A of Round 1, and pass 
through the next A. String 1B and pass 
through the following A; repeat twice. 
String 1B, skip 1A of Round 1, and pass 
through the next A. Unless otherwise 
noted, step up for the next and subse-
quent rounds by passing up through the 
first bead added in this round (Fig. 3, 
red thread).

Maggie Meister

THIS ELEGANT PEYOTE-STITCH and right-angle-weave 
bracelet design evokes an ancient Assyrian balustrade, 
complete with Ionic capitals.

balustrade
    bracelet

MATERIALS
3 g metallic light bronze size 15° cylinder 

beads (A)
3 g matte light brown luster size 15° 

cylinder beads (B)
1 g matte silver-lined brown size 15° seed 

beads (C)
1 g metallic gold size 15° seed beads (D)
5 g matte rose gold luster size 11° cylinder 

beads (E)
There is no material F.
1 g transparent brown size 11° cylinder 

beads (G)
5 g Apollo matte 5×3mm 2-hole seed 

beads (H)
44 metallic gold 2mm glass cornerless 

cubes (I)
1 gold 10×25mm 4-strand tube slide clasp
Smoke 6 lb braided beading thread

TOOLS
Scissors
Size 10 and 13 beading needles

FINISHED SIZE: 6½"

The rich culture of 
the Neapolitan 
people and 
ancient mosaics, 
frescoes, architec-
ture, and jewelry 
designs are a 
major source of 
inspiration for 
Maggie Meister’s 
designs. She loves 
teaching and traveling with her small 
groups through Beadventure Travel. 
Maggie’s book, Classical Elegance (Lark, 
2012), is part of the Beadweaving Master 
Class series. Visit www.mmmbeads.com.

Fig. 1: Forming Units 1 and 2 of 
the band’s first row

Fig. 2: Adding  
Rows 2 and 3  
of the band

Fig. 3: Stitching 
Rounds 1 and 2 of 
the drop
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3) ASSEMBLY. Connect the drops to  
the bands:
Upper band: Position 1 shiny drop so the 

bottom 5A of Round 5 interlock like a 
zipper with the G at the end of Row 3 on 
one of the bands. Weave through these 
interlocking beads to form a seamless 
join (Fig. 7, blue thread). Weave the 
working thread of 1 matte drop through 
beads to exit the first bead of Round 5. 
Position the top 2A of Round 5 between 
the 2G of Round 3 between the next  
2 units of the band, taking care that the 
embellishment is on the same side as 
the first shiny drop placed. Square-
stitch the top 2A of Round 5 to the near-
est 2G of the band (Fig. 7, red thread). 
Continue alternating matte and shiny 

Front, Round 3: String 2B and pass 
through the next B of Round 2. Work  
6 peyote stitches with 1B in each stitch 
(Fig. 4, purple thread).

Front, Round 4: String 2B and pass 
through the next B of Round 3. Work  
2 peyote stitches with 1B in each stitch. 
Work 3 peyote stitches with 2B in each 
stitch. Work 2 peyote stitches with 1B in 
each stitch (Fig. 4, green thread).

Front, Round 5: String 2A and pass 
through the next A of Round 4. Work  
11 peyote stitches with 1A in each 
stitch, splitting the 2B pairs added in 
Round 4. Step up for the next round by 
passing down through the second A 
added in this round (Fig. 4, blue 
thread).

Front, Round 6: Work 12 peyote stitches 
with 1A in each stitch. Weave through 
beads to exit from the first A added in 
this round (Fig. 4, red thread).

Embellishment: Place a size 13 needle on 
the tail thread. String 1D, 1C, and 1D; 
skip 2A of Round 1 and pass back 
through the next A (on the other side of 
Round 1). Pass back through the 
1D/1C/1D just added and through the 
first A exited in Round 1 (Fig. 5). Secure 
and trim the tail thread, but not the 
working thread. Set the drop aside. 

Back, Rounds 1–5: Repeat Front,  
Rounds 1–5, of this step. Secure the  
tail thread only and trim.

Zip: Place the front and back sides 
together so the edge beads interlock 
like a zipper and the embellishment is 
on the outside. Use the working thread 
of the front side to weave the beads of 
Front, Round 6, together with the 
beads of Back, Round 5, to form a drop. 
Weave through beads to exit toward 
the rounded end of the drop, from the 
sixth A in Front, Round 5 (Fig. 6). Don’t 
trim the threads; set aside.

Repeat this entire step ten times for a total 
of 11 matte drops. Then repeat twelve 
more times using all A for the front rounds 
to form a total of 12 shiny drops. Note: 
Bead-color changes are not needed for the 
embellishments, or back rounds for the 
shiny drops.

Fig. 4: Adding Rounds 3–6 
of the drop

Fig. 5: Stitching the embel-
lishment for the drop

Fig. 6: Zipping together the front 
and back of the drop

Fig. 7: Connecting the 
drops to the band

http://jewelrymakingdaily.com
http://www.interweave.com


page 4

©F+W Media, Inc. All rights reserved. F+W Media grants permission for any or all pages in this issue to be copied for personal use.

publishers of Beadwork magazine…join the online jewelry community at www.Interweave.com

Fig. 8: Adding the embellishment 
beads to the bracelet

Fig. 9: Attaching the clasp

drops, attaching the bottoms, then tops, 
until all the drops are connected to the 
first band.

Lower band: Use the remaining working 
threads to connect the other end of each 
drop to the second band, zipping and 
square-stitching the joins as with the 
upper band. Secure all the threads and 
trim. Note: The sides of the drops are not 
connected to one another.

Embellishment: Using the size 13 needle, 
start 3' of new thread that exits from 
the fourth G of Row 3 in one of the 
bands (below the H), toward the work. 
String 1I; place the 1I in the gap 
between the 2 nearest drops, pass down 
through the nearest A of the first drop, 
up through the mirror A of the second 
drop, and back through the 1I just 
placed. Pass through the next G of  
Row 3, G of Row 2, and G of Row 3  
(Fig. 8, blue thread). String 1I; place it 
in the gap between the next 2 drops, 
pass down through the nearest A of the 
next drop, up through the mirror A of 
the following drop, and back through 
the 1I just placed. Pass through the  
next 2G of Row 3, G of Row 2, and 2G  
of Row 3 (Fig. 8, red thread). Repeat 
this embellishment across the top and 
bottom of the bracelet, filling the gaps 
between the drops with I. Secure the 
thread and trim.

4) CLASP. Using the size 13 needle, start 
2' of new thread that exits from the bot-
tom E of Unit 1 at the end of the top band, 
toward the work. Square-stitch 1E to the 
last E exited and pass through the E just 
added (Fig. 9, green thread). String 3D, 
the top loop on one half of the clasp, and 
3D, then pass through the last 1E exited to 
form a loop (Fig. 9, blue thread); repeat 
the thread path to reinforce. Weave 
through beads to exit from the first 1G of 
Row 3. String 3D, the second loop on the 
clasp, and 3D, then pass through the last G 
exited to form a loop; repeat the thread 
path to reinforce. Connect to the third and 

fourth clasp loops in a similar manner, 
this time connecting to Rows 3 and 1 on 
the other band (Fig. 9, red thread).
Repeat this entire step at the other  
end of the bracelet, adding the other  
half of the clasp. Note: Take care that  
the 2 clasp halves are added so they fit  
together properly. ✦

RESOURCES Check your local bead shop or 
contact: Delica cylinder beads, Aiko cylinder beads, 
Superduo 2-hole seed beads, and cubes: Creative 
Castle, (877) 232-3748, www.creativecastle.com. 
Clasp and FireLine braided beading thread: 
FusionBeads.com, (888) 781-3559.
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