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A Dazzle of Zebras
M A R G A R E T  S T U M P

PIN-LOOM

STRUCTURE
Plain weave.

EQUIPMENT
4" x 4" pin loom; 2" x 2" pin 
loom; 2" x 4" pin loom; 4" x 
6" pin loom (or see Tip); 5" 
weaving needle; tapestry nee-
dle; size G6 (4.0 mm) crochet 
hook.

YARNS
Warp and weft: Patons Classic 
worsted wool yarn (100% vir-
gin wool; 223 yd/100 g, 1,019 
yd/lb), Winter White, 30 yd; 
Black, 20 yd.

OTHER SUPPLIES
Fiberfill stuffing; three 12" che-
nille sticks (pipecleaners); rub-
ber cement or glue stick.

DIMENSIONS
2" x 2" square, 4" x 4" 
square, and 4" x 6" rectangle, 
1 each, plus four 2" x 4" rect-
angles.  
Finished size after construct-
ing: 1 stuffed zebra measuring 
5" x 7" x 2".
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Imagine a loom that fits in the palm of your 
hand; a snap to dress, quick to weave, and 

creates fabric with a finished selvedge all the way 
around. That's the pin loom. The pin loom was 
invented in the 1930s and was popular across 
America and around the world well into the 1950s. 
Pin looms were used to create a variety of items 
including generations of cozy, pieced woven 
blankets. Handicrafts changed in the 1960s (along 
with everything else) and many pin looms were 
relegated to attics and antique stores, their 
instructions and purpose lost. You can still find 
these vintage looms online, primarily under the 
names Weave-It and Loomette. 

Not everyone gave up on the pin loom. Licia 
Conforti reintroduced a variety of sizes of pin 
looms known as Weavettes. Schacht Spindle 
makes the 4-inch Zoom Loom, based on an ergo-
nomic design by John Mullarkey, and several 
other small companies produce many interesting 
pin-loom variations in custom shapes and sizes. 
With so many choices, pin-loom weaving has 
become popular again as weavers and crafters 
discover its extreme portability, ease of use, and 
the creative freedom it affords.

This dashing little zebra is the first of a series of 
pin-loom animals intended to populate a zoo or 
perhaps an ark. The black-and-white design is 
woven into the pin-loom fabric.

RESOURCES
Stump, Margaret. Pin Loom Weaving: 40 Projects 

for Tiny Hand Looms. Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania: Stackpole, 2014.

http://www.pinloomweaving.com

1 Follow the loom manufacturer’s directions to 
weave one 2" x 2" square, one 4" x 4" square, 
one 4" x 6" rectangle, and four 2" x 4" rect-
angles. For each piece, weave the first two lay-
ers in white, then tie on the black thread and 
weave the rest using black yarn to get a striped 
square. Weave in the tails before removing 
each square from the loom.

2 Fold down the widest corner of the 2" x 2" 
square and stitch it to the two adjacent sides of 
the square to form the zebra's muzzle. Con-
tinue stitching the sides together to form a 
blunted cone. Turn it inside out and insert a 
little stuffing to help shape the head.  Step 1  Step 2  Step 3

Head shape

Stitch or crochet edge, turn inside out.

Body
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3 Fold the 4" x 4" square on the diagonal and 
stitch as indicated to make the neck. Turn the 
neck inside out. 

4 Sew the head to the neck and stitch in black. 
The stitches should blend with the stripes. Stuff 
the head and neck with fiberfill.

5 Fold the 4" x 6" rectangle in half so you have 
a 2" x 3" rectangle with the folded edge at the 
bottom. Make sure that the stripes are running 
horizontally. Use a backstitch or a single cro-
chet edging to join the sides and part of the 
top of the fabric to form the body, leaving an 
opening about the same size as the bottom of 
the neck. You may want to round off the cor-
ners, except at the front of the neck opening, 
in order to give the zebra body a more rounded 
shape. Turn inside out; your stripes should now 
be running vertically. Stuff the body, leaving 
room for the bottom portion of the neck.

6 Insert the neck into the body, add more stuff-
ing if needed, and stitch the body to the neck 
with black yarn. 

7 Measure and cut a 7¾" piece of chenille stick, 
folding it in half to make a stick slightly less than 
4" long. Dab lightly with rubber cement or glue 
stick. Roll a 2" x 4" rectangle tightly around the 
chenille stick and stitch closed along the length 
with black yarn. Repeat three times to complete 
the legs. Stitch the legs in place.

8 Thread 4 pieces of black yarn, 8" long, on your 
tapestry needle. Take a stitch through the zebra 
rump, about where the spine would end. Pull 
the yarn halfway through and cut off the nee-
dle. Pull all 8 pieces together to form the tail. 
Take another piece of black yarn and thread it 
on a tapestry needle, knot it, and run it into the 
body so that the knot is hidden by the base of 
the tail. Use this yarn to wrap around the tail 
to make it into a tight cylinder. Leave the yarn 
ends showing for the bushy tip of the tail. Run 
the needle with the wrapping yarn back up the 
wrapped tail to secure. Take a second piece of 
yarn in white and secure by the rump the same 
as before. Loop the white yarn around the tail, 
then take a short stitch under the black wrap-
ping before looping around the tail again. Con-
tinue this process so that the tail will be striped 
in black and white. 

9 Crochet an ear as follows: chain 7, skip 1, sin-
gle crochet 1, double crochet 3, single crochet 
1. Use a tapestry needle or small crochet hook 
to pull the yarn ends of the crochet piece 
through the head to assist in placing the ear. 

Stitch neck and turn inside out.

Head and neck

Leg
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Stitch the ear in place with black yarn, then clip 
off any ends that are showing. Repeat for sec-
ond ear. Take a piece of white yarn on tapestry 
needle and run along the front of the ear to 
make it look whiter. This also stiffens the ear so 
that it stands up better. 

10 For the mane, measure 15 or so 3" lengths 
of black yarn and double them over. Using 
the crochet hook, hook a piece of the dou-
bled-over yarn through the back of the neck 
and make a lark's head knot. Continue to 
add yarn for the mane from between the 
ears to the bottom of neck. Trim the yarn to 
approximately 1 inch. 

11 Add eyes with black yarn. I don't suggest 
adding nostrils because there is already so 
much patterning across the nose. 

Finished zebra

• You do not have to 
own the rectangle 
looms in order to 
complete this pattern. 
You can use two 2" x 
2" squares joined 
together instead of a 
2" x 4" rectangle. 
You can use two over-
lapped 4" x 4" 
squares instead of a 
4" x 6" rectangle.

More to ExploreT I P

MARGARET STUMP IS is the author of Pin Loom 
Weaving: 40 Projects for Tiny Hand Looms. She has 
been weavingwith pin looms for over forty years and 
hangs out at www.pinloomweaving.com.


