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Project originally published in Handwoven magazine, November/December 2015, pages 52-53. © F+W 
Media, Inc. Not to be reprinted. All rights reserved. Join our online weaving community at  
WeavingToday.com, and visit InterweaveStore.com/weaving.html for more great projects!

Jeans Rag Rug 
with Silk Inlay
Preparing Rag Weft 
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The full instructions for this project can be found 
in Handwoven November/December 2015.
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1. Strip DiagramPREPARING THE JEANS WEFT
Wash the jeans. Using scissors or a rotary 

cutter, remove the waistband, zipper, 
seams, and pockets from 3 to 4 pairs of 
stain-free jeans. A large pair of men’s jeans 
has about 15 ounces of fabric,and you will 
need about 2⅓ lb of jeans fabric strips. Cut 
long strips of fabric aiming for a width of 
about ¾" to 1". Keep the strips from each 
pair together. To minimize the seams that 
join the strips together, trim the ends of the 
strips to a 45° angle, as shown in Figure 1a.  
With right sides together, pin the strips 
together at a right angle, slightly offset. 
Stitch ¼" seams and press open, making 
one continuous strip for each pair. (See 
Figure 1b.) Press the seams open, then 
press in half along the length of the strips. 

PREPARING THE SILK INLAY
Wash and line dry the ties or inlay fabric. 

If you are using ties for your inlay material, 
take them apart, removing all stitching and 
interfacing. Cut them into ½" to 1" strips. If 
you are using silky fabric, cut it into strips. 
Keep all small pieces as possible inlay 
candidates. Divide the inlay fabric into 2 
groups; one group will be for the first half 
of the rug and the other for the second. 
This is helpful for pacing your inlay and for 
not running out midway through the 
project.


