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YOUR TURN
reader comments & sketches

› DESIGN CHALLENGES

DEADLINES: 
OCTOBER 31, 2014
Email digital scans at 300 
DPI or send photocopies of 
no more than three sketches 
per challenge, indicating the 
design factor that is your 
starting point. Sketches will 
not be returned.

SEND SKETCHES & LETTERS 
for possible print or online 
publication to: KRosenbusch@
interweave.com; or Lapidary 
Journal Jewelry Artist, 88 
Glocker Way, #299, Pottstown, 
PA 19465.

Include your name, city, and 
state, and indicate “Your Turn” 
on the subject line or envelope.

Laurel Nathanson's acrylic 
and sterling silver rings, 
COVER

Riff on a design feature of 
this piece such as color, 
texture, form, value, line, 
space, repetition, balance, 
contrast, unity, or variety for 
your sketch.

Sketch a setting for this kaily 
agate cabochon, cut by John 
F. Heusler, G.G., page 26.

NEXT TIME:

WRITE TO US ANYTIME:
What do you think about  
what you’ve seen and read in  
Lapidary Journal  
Jewelry Artist?

› LETTERS
SKILLS 
•  Soldering
•  Stone setting

TIME IT TOOK 
About 8-10 hours

JEWELRY PROJECT

Classic 
Three-Stone 
Cuff
A Navajo style bracelet with timeless Southwestern appeal

BY JEFF FULKERSON
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Re: “Classic Three-Stone Cuff,” April 2014
Regarding the stones in my Navajo cuff project, several people 
have asked me where I got the stones and if I have any more 
available. In trying to find them, I have come across variscite 
from Nevada that looks exactly like the stones I used in the 
cuff. Turquoise from the Damale mine in eastern Nevada looks 
very similar to variscite, and in fact varicite is also mined in that 
district, so maybe we can forgive the dealer for the confusion, 
although I don’t know where he got “Australian” from. I have 
not been able to find any ribbon turquoise from Australia. That 
said, perhaps the stones I used are not turquoise, but variscite. I 
apologize for any confusion this may have caused.

Jeff Fulkerson 
El Cajon, California

YOUR COVER RIFFS:
Designs based on William Fretz’s 
fluted brass bangle, May/June 2014.

YOUR SETTINGS:
Designs based on faceted quartz 
and Mintable opal Galaxy Gem, 
cut by Mark Oros, May/June  
2014.

Peggy Haupt

Gatlinburg, Tennessee

Francine 
Hernandez

Scott, 
Louisiana

Peggy Haupt

Gatlinburg, Tennessee

Shevvy Baker

Louisville, 
Kentucky The editors respond: We greatly appreciate 

Jeff’s diligence in tracking down the stones 
used in his project, and our interest was 
piqued. So we reached out to some of our 
favorite stone experts for their opinions — and 
we got them! Former Smithsonian Institution 
curator John White wasn’t sure of the stones’ 
identification from the images, but he thought 
they might indeed be variscite — in a lot of 
matrix, of course. 

Richard Shull of Out of Our Mines said, 
“The pattern and host rock look similar to 
‘ribbon’ turquoise from a number of different 
Nevada mines as well as ‘ribbon’ variscite from 
Australia. Without seeing it come out of the 
ground, anything is just a guess and it could be 
either one.” 

Bruce Barlow of Barlow’s Gems weighed in 
and said that he wasn’t sure. He has seen the 
stone and heard it called ribbon turquoise. He 
added that it would come from either Nevada 
or Arizona, not Australia. But he has seen 
something similar “made.”

John F. Heusler, G.G. sent this response: 
“I do believe it is turquoise, but think about 
it this way . . . variscite is REALLY expensive 
these days. The best variscite is up to $100 per 
pound today. I say Jeff’s stones are turquoise.

“SO . . . I need to say this. A good 
gemologist never gives a sight identification. 
Without proper testing of refractive index 
(huge clue) and other ancillary testing, one 
cannot rely on a picture to identify. I see 
it every day on Facebook in the different 
lapidary pages I belong to. Someone asks 

what this or that is with a picture. I usually 
watch from the sidelines and see if someone 
comes up with how to tell this person the way 
to know is to test it themselves with a scratch 
test with a penny or a nail or something of 
known hardness. I have many times witnessed 
someone telling how a scratch test performed 
on a toilet inside cover can determine a stone’s 
identity — accurately I might add. In other 
words, if I had the stone in hand, in minutes I 
can and will identify it — with proper testing. 
We can give our opinions of what something is 
and perhaps even be correct 8 out of 10 times. 
But what about those two that might slip by? 
Yeah . . . that.”

To further clarify (we hope), John sent us 
images of both variscite and ribbon turquoise. 
Thanks to all of our experts for their efforts.

ABOVE, FROM LEFT
Varicite
PHOTO: JOHN F. HEUSLER, G.G. 

Ribbon Turquoise
PHOTO: JOHN F. HEUSLER, G.G.

TAKE YOUR TURN
Enter the Gemmys jewelry and design competition.

Deadline extended: November 14, 2014
Enter at jewelrymakingdaily.com/Gemmys

The emmysG A New Jewelry Arts Design  
Annual Competition

Presented by
®
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