
In Madelyn van der Hoogt’s, “Weaving for Sale,” (page 64) the threading draft does not show the spaces in the 
reed. For a complete draft and instructions, see the December Scarf of the Month on the following pages.

MARCH/APRIL 2009 CORRECTION



N o yarn of my experience fulls as beautifully 
as JaggerSpun’s Superfine merino. I use it 

in almost all handwovens that feature effects 
from differential shrinkage between yarns, and 
it is especially ideal for handwovens in which a 
felted but supple and soft texture is required. 
This scarf is deliciously light and soft to the 
touch, yet the fibers are felted enough that you 
can cut away any element you don’t like without 
fear of raveling. I was strongly tempted to 
narrow the felted float areas between plain-
weave sections by just cutting them away!

T H E  S T R U C T U R E
Although the weave structure is identified as 
plain weave, it could be argued that it is actually 
a doubleweave. Essentially, groups of warp 
threads on shafts 1 and 2 alternate with groups 
of warp threads on shafts 3 and 4 (19 threads 
in each group). For 19 picks each, plain weave  
is woven first in the groups threaded on shafts 
1 and 2 and then in the groups threaded on 
shafts 3 and 4. 

These two plain-weave treadlings (separated 
by 1" spaces) alternate throughout. If you were 
to cut away the warp and weft threads from 
either “group,” the others would remain as an 
independent fabric with sections of plain weave 
separated by (very) long floats. 

F U R T H E R  E X P LO R AT I O N
This fabric would make wonderful shawls and 
could also be used for vests or other decorative 
over-garments. The scarf uses only one color, but 
the two “layers” could contrast in hue and/or 
value or several colors in two contrasting 
colorways could be used. Because the edges of 
each section of plain weave are secure from 
fulling, any fabric woven in this technique can be 
shaped in interesting ways by trimming. 

M A D E LY N  VA N  D E R  H O O G T   

Felted Lace Scarf
IN SUPERFINE MERINO

This scarf is pure fun! It’s quick-and-easy plain weave with only 
one shuttle—and every other inch in both the warp and the weft 
is an empty space. During wet finishing, the soft, loosely woven 
merino wool fulls to a felted texture, producing two independent 
but interlocking woven grids of small plain-weave sections. The 
raw edges can be trimmed as desired and still remain secure.

STRUCTURE  
Plain weave.

EQUIPMENT
4-shaft loom,  

17" weaving width; 
10-dent reed;  

1 shuttle; one wooden 
spacer 1" × 19" or longer; 
smooth, sturdy paper 19" 
wide and long enough to 

pack both the warp beam 
and the cloth beam for 

about 3 yd each

YARNS
Warp and weft: 18/2 me-

rino wool (5,040 yd/lb,  
JaggerSpun Superfine 

Merino), Black, 1,155 yd.

WARP LENGTH
171 ends 4 yd long (allows 
5" for take-up and 31" for 

loom waste).

SETTS
Warp: 91⁄2 epi (19 ends in 
10 dents alternating with 

no ends in 10 dents. 
Weft: 19 picks per 7⁄8"  

alternating with 13⁄8" 
empty space. 

DIMENSIONS
Width in the reed: 17". 

Woven length (measured 
under tension on the 

loom): 10".
Finished size after wash-
ing and fulling: 8" × 63".
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DECEMBER SCARF OF THE MONTH: 4-SHAFT PROJECT

a. A wooden spacer is inserted after each section of  
19 picks of plain weave. The spacer is removed and 
reinserted as needed. Plain-weave sections using shafts 1 
and 2 alternate with sections using shafts 3 and 4.



Woven  
felted lace is 
fun and easy!
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Wind a warp of 171 ends 4 yd long. To 
use a front-to-back warping method: 
Centering for 17", sley 19 ends 2/dent in 
a 10-dent reed; sley the last end singly. 
*Skip 10 dents and sley the next 19 ends 
the same way. Repeat from * until nine 
sections of 19 ends have been sleyed. 

Thread the shafts following Figure 1, tie 
the warp onto the back apron rod, and 
beam the warp with even tension. (I used 
sections of smooth heavy paper 19" × 
24" to pack the warp beam. As they un-
rolled during weaving, I used the same 
pieces to pack the cloth beam. The alter-
nating stripes of warp threads and empty 
spaces make packing the cloth beam 
important for maintaining even tension 
on all the warp threads.)

Tie the warp onto the front apron rod 
(tie each warp stripe separately). Allow-
ing about 4" of unwoven warp, raise 
shafts 1 and 4 and insert the spacer. 
Then begin weaving the first 19-pick 
weft stripe following Figure 1 (alternat-
ing treadles 1 and 2). Press the first 2 
picks firmly against the spacer but 
weave the remaining 17 picks with a 
relatively gentle beat (about 7⁄8"). Re-
move the spacer, advance the warp, and 
reinsert the spacer raising shafts 1 and 
4. Weave the next stripe, alternating 
treadles 3 and 4. Press the first 2 picks 
firmly against the spacer (also pushing 
the spacer next to the last pick in the 
previous stripe). Then weave the re-
maining 17 picks with a relatively gentle 
beat. Continue, alternating the two 

stripes of plain weave and removing and 
reinserting the spacer. To keep track, I 
marked every six stripes (about 131⁄2") 
with a small safety pin and wove eight of 
these and then ended with a last plain-
weave section using shafts 1 and 2.

Gently remove the scarf from the loom. 
Tie a twisted fringe using one warp 
stripe for each fringe. (You can use the 
twisted fringe as the fringe for your 
scarf or you can trim off all fringe after 
fulling as I did for this scarf.)

Prepare fringe as in Photo c. To wet fin-
ish, follow the steps used by Barbara 
Herbster for her shawl in the January/
February 2009 issue of Handwoven 
(pages 44–46): Heat water to the boil-
ing point in a large pot. Submerge the 
scarf and allow to sit for 4 minutes with 
no agitation. Add 1 tablespoon liquid dish 
soap and then transfer the contents of 
the pot to a sink or plastic tub to which 
you have added about 3" of hot tap 
water. Agitate for 5 minutes with a 
wooden spoon and then with your hands 
(when the water is cool enough to handle 
the scarf wearing rubber gloves). Agitate 
(carefully moving the scarf bundle 
around evenly) until the scarf reaches 
the fulled texture you like (about fif-
teen minutes for this scarf).

Trim the twisted fringe up to the first 
and last rows of plain weave on both 
ends (if desired). Trim any loose or ir-
regular threads from any part of the 
scarf. The fulled threads will not ravel!
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b. When the scarf 
is removed from 
the loom, it is a 
delicate, loosely 
woven fabric and 
must be treated 
very gently.
c. To make sure 
that the scarf fulls 
to the same degree 
throughout its 
length, align the 
fringes from both 
ends of the scarf 
and tie the 
corresponding 
fringes from each 
end together with 
cotton sewing 
thread. 

1. Draft for scarf


