
7 January/February 2015

YOUR TURN
reader comments & sketches

› DESIGN CHALLENGES

DEADLINES: 
JANUARY 31, 2015
Email digital scans at 300 
DPI or send photocopies of 
no more than three sketches 
per challenge, indicating the 
design factor that is your 
starting point. Sketches will 
not be returned.

SEND SKETCHES & LETTERS 
for possible print or online 
publication to: KRosenbusch@
interweave.com; or Lapidary 
Journal Jewelry Artist, 88 
Glocker Way, #299, Pottstown, 
PA 19465.

Include your name, city, 
and state, and indicate “Your 
Turn” on the subject line or 
envelope.

Betsy Lehndorff’s Thunder 
Bay Amethyst, COVER

Riff on a design feature of 
this piece such as color, 
texture, form, value, line, 
space, repetition, balance, 
contrast, unity, or variety for 
your sketch.

Sketch a setting for this Oro 
Verde quartz, cut by Mark 
Oros, page 20.

NEXT TIME:

WRITE TO US ANYTIME:
What do you think about  
what you’ve seen and read in  
Lapidary Journal  
Jewelry Artist?

› LETTERS
Re: “Making Soldered Jewelry,” Winter 2015
I just finished reading Best of Lapidary Journal 
Jewelry Artist: Making Soldered Jewelry and 
watching Lexi Erickson’s “Setting Stones with 
Bezels” video. I have a couple of questions for 
Lexi. 1. It appeared that you were using the 
same size torch tip for all your work. Do you 
change tips, or what size do you find works 
for nearly every project? 2. I live in the Phoenix 
area and find that paste flux dries out quickly. 
What do you use to thin it? I’ve heard both 
water and distilled water. Thanks for answering 
my questions.

Bonnie Lunde 
Goodyear, Arizona 

Lexi Erickson responds: Thanks so much for 
writing, Bonnie. I use the #1 Smith head almost 
exclusively. The #00 is small for jump rings and 
ear ring posts, and the #0 is used sometimes 
for larger jump rings and small pinky ring sizes. 

As far as flux, living in Colorado, my flux dries 
out sometimes, too. Yes, I sometimes leave the 
lid off. I try to take my ¼ pound jars and take 
a few tablespoons of flux from them and put 
in a smaller airtight jar. That way, if I do leave 
the lid off, the whole bottle isn’t ruined. Then 
add a teaspoon of water to the larger bottle of 
flux and put it in a zip-lock bag. If it dries out 
totally, chop it up in chunks and grind it with 
a mortar and pestle into a powder, add about 
¼ teaspoon of regular tap water at a time 
until smooth, then when it’s the consistency 
of yogurt, add a couple of drops of Dawn 
Detergent as a lubricant to help it flow a bit 
easier over the metal. Now some people say 
dilute hardened flux with mineral oil, but this 
works for me. I’m sure there are several ways to 
handle it.

YOUR COVER RIFFS:
Designs based on Laurel Nathanson’s acrylic and sterling 
silver rings, September/October, 2014.

YOUR SETTINGS:
Designs based on kaily agate 
cabochon, cut by John F. Heusler, 
G.G., September/October, 2014.

Shevvy Baker
Louisville, Kentucky

LaJeanne 
DeWalt

Lakeside, 
Arizona Coleen Grieb

Naples, Florida

Elaine 
Songer

Mims, Florida

learn more     
from Lexi Erickson

Soldering 911: Troubleshooting 
Your Soldering Challenges (web 
seminar)

How to Solder Jewelry, Volumes 
1 and 2 (videos)

How to Solder Jewelry (ebook)

>  shop.jewelrymakingdaily.com
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