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y o u r  y a r n

Barber poles and mud! These are two 
things some spinners try to avoid, but we want 
to see your most successful stripy and/or overly 
blended yarn. The deadline to submit is 
December 15. Please send a minimum five-yard 

length of handspun yarn labeled with your name, mailing address, 
phone number, email address, and fiber content. Mail your comments 
and your yarn to Spin.Off  Your Yarn, 201 E. Fourth St., Loveland, CO 
80537-5655. Call or email managing editor Liz Good with questions 
at (970) 613-4679 or lgood@interweave.com. The yarn won’t be 
returned, but it will be used to raise money for a worthy charity. 
Please contact us at the above address if you’d like to volunteer to 
make a charity item using the yarns from previous Your Yarn entries. 

Next 
Challenge

Paper

Linda Condon of Talkeetna, Alaska
Wool with natural and scrapbooking paper confetti, 2-ply, 4 wpi, 5 bpi, 475 ypp
“I finally settled on paper confetti in a wool yarn. I handcarded the paper and wool together and spun 
it on a handspindle.”

Lonna Alexander-Steele of McCall, Idaho
Handmade cotton paper, millspun corded embroidery thread, 3-ply, 7 wpi, 5 bpi, 275 ypp
“The paper was crumpled and dyed after it had been made and dried. The yarn is made of two plies 
of the paper and one of embroidery thread.”

Tereza Havrdova of Prague, Czech Republic
Cotton, polyamide, paper napkin, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 8 bpi, 1,750 ypp

Ellen McKean of Alameda, California
Floral printed rice paper napkins, 2-ply, 8 wpi, 4 bpi, 1,050 ypp
“These napkins, cut in a continuous strip, had a silky surface and almost felt like spinning an inch-wide 
roving of longwool. I might weave an eyeglass cover from this yarn.”

Judith Marie Smith of Seattle, Washington
Red tissue paper and shredded U.S. currency, 2-ply, 6 wpi, 4 bpi, 225 ypp
“This makes me think of all the budget talk in the news—a thin red line with bits of cash.”

Paper! In our Spring 2011 issue, Judith MacKenzie 
shared her experiences spinning with sewing-pattern 

paper. We hope it got your creative juices flowing to start 
your own experiments! In that same issue, we asked our 

readers to send us samples of what they had made. On 
these two pages are the inspiring results showing a variety 

of fiber types and spinning styles. Yarns are shown at 
100%. Details show the yarns magnified at 204%.
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Sara Ratner of Salt Spring Island, British Columbia, Canada
Handmade paper (lichen, cattails, and tussah silk roving) spun with 50/50 alpaca and tussah silk and then 
plied with copper wire, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 11 bpi, 575 ypp
“I created the paper from autumn-harvested lichen, cattails, and tussah silk roving. Then I pulled apart the 
dried paper and spun it into singles with a blend of alpaca and tussah silk. I plied it with a light copper 
wire that matched the hues of the fiber, to add strength without obscuring the texture of the singles.”

Linda M. Martin of Bradenton, Florida
Wool, soy silk, paper, 3-ply, 8 wpi, 9 bpi, 500 ypp

Ros Atkins of Dorchester, Dorset, United Kingdom
Christmas wrapping paper, singles, 14 wpi, 550 ypp
“I will use this for tying tissue-paper-wrapped parcels and for weaving coasters and table mats.”

Sara Tittizer of Cedar Park, Texas
Black streamer (crepe paper), gold-wrapping-paper beads, cotton yarn (to hold beads), 3-ply, 7 wpi, 4 bpi, 
200 ypp

Selah Barling of Seattle, Washington
Mulberry paper, 2-ply silk, origami cranes, tassels made of shredded currency, 3-ply, 7 wpi, 7 bpi, 500 ypp
“This yarn was designed with hope for Japan’s recovery. The mulberry paper represents Japan’s tradition of spinning and weaving with mul-
berry paper. The silk was spun from a hankie and was plied separately first.  As I plied them together, I added origami cranes to symbolize 
long life and pine needle tassels made of shredded currency to symbolize longevity and prosperity.”

Debi Dodge of Lafayette, Colorado
Handspun rice paper plied with millspun silk strung with vintage beads, 2-ply, 24 wpi, 17 bpi, 1,125 ypp
“The beads were brought up the silk on a semiregular basis. When I came across one of the nubs on the rice  
paper, where the cut was made to turn a full sheet of paper into one continuous thread, I made it into a halo.”


