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Wire-wrapped crystal jewelry is all over the fashion magazines and runways lately. It’s easy to find 
wire and crystal jewelry in retail stores, but it’s way more fun to make your own! Wire-wrapped 
crystal jewelry projects like the ones in this free eBook allow you to pick your own wire and your 
own crystals, so you can be on trend and express yourself at the same time. Whether you use 
undrilled crystal points, top-drilled crystals, or crystal-shaped beads, once you’ve chosen your 
materials, you can combine them into rings, pendants, and bracelets that suit your own personal 
style. So grab your pliers and have fun!!

Tammy Jones
Editor, Jewelry Making Daily

http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com
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chunky carnelian ring

Natural stone paired with sterling silver.

BY CHRISTINE HAYNES

This beautiful carnelian nugget is perfectly at home nested within a hand-
wrapped ring of sterling wire. The nesting effect is purposely unstructured, yet
elegant. The process for creating this ring actually happened by accident. I cut
way too much wire for the original design I had in mind, and I didn’t want it
to go to waste. The rest is history. This ring is so quick and easy, I made mine
while watching television. 

SKILL LEVEL

TOOLS & SUPPLIES
• 18- or 24-gauge sterling half hard or

gold-filled wire, 36"

• Chunky carnelian nugget bead, or
other stone with holes that will
accommodate the wire 

• Ring sizer or measuring tape 

• Flush cutters

• Ring mandrel

• Small rubber mallet

• File

Photo of finished piece by Jim Lawson; all other
photos courtesy of the author. 

http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com
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1 Using a ring sizer or measuring
tape, measure your ring size. Cut

a piece of wire approximately 36"
long. String and center the stone on
the wire. Fold wire in half, keeping the
stone centered. 

2 Place the ring on the mandrel, at a point that is 1⁄2 a size smaller than the
finished size. Wrap both of the wires around the mandrel in opposite direc-

tions. Keep the wires flat and parallel to one another on opposite sides of the
stone, so you have a “top” wire and a “bottom” wire. Wrap the wires around the
mandrel two or three times, unless you prefer a wider base. For a wider base,
cut a longer length of wire. 

3 To create the nest, keep the ring
on the mandrel, and firmly wrap

the two wires one at a time around
the stone, until you achieve the
desired effect. Wrap the top wire
once, and the bottom wire once, and
repeat. The look is purposely freeform,
just be sure to wrap firmly, to prevent
the nest from unraveling. 

4 Leave about 6" of wire on each
end (a left wire and a right wire).

Remove the ring from the mandrel.
Starting on one side and repeating on
the other, loop each wire down
through the inside of the nest, thread
the wires down and up around the
base. Tighten the nest by tugging on
the wires gently. 

5 To secure, wrap the wires tightly
and closely together around the

band of the ring at the base of the
stone, where the base meets the
band, directly under the nest. Snip the
wires, and tuck the ends under. If nec-
essary, file the ends lightly.

6 Put the ring back on the mandrel.
Gently tap the ring down with a

rubber mallet, to harden the wire and
size the ring. Repeat until the ring is
the desired size and shape. Be careful
to avoid the stone. 

Christine Haynes
has designed jewelry for
talk show hosts, fashion
shows and photo shoots.

Her work and articles have been featured
in several publications and on various web
sites such as Sister Speak Online
Magazine, and Fire Mountain Gems and
Beads. Christine can be contacted through
her Web site at: www.fezelry.com

• 18g wire will make a chunkier ring.
24g wire will make a more deli-
cate nest.

wiretip

http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com
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These earrings evolved while 
I was experimenting with 
the Egyptian scroll design. 

The bottom half is based on 
that design, but I wanted to 
make a pair of earrings, and 

incorporate the growing trend 
of wire wrapping beads into 

the design.

Nicole Earrings
Coiled and spiraled, with colorful wrapped briolettes.

S U S A N  O L I V I O

TOOLS & SUPPLIES
20-gauge half hard wire, 24"
26-gauge dead soft wire, 60"
11mm x 5.5mm crystal briolettes, 2
4mm Czech fire-polished faceted 

round beads, 4
Round nose pliers
Flat nose pliers
Chain nose pliers
Flush cutters
Metal file
Large marker (for a mandrel)
Earwires

Photo of finished piece by Jim 
Lawson; all other photos courtesy  
of the author.

1) Cut four 6" lengths of 20g wire, 
and file the ends smooth. Coil an 18" 
piece of 26g wire around one of the 
20g wires. Use round nose pliers to 
create a wrapped loop on one end of 
the 20g wire to form an eyepin. Slide 
the coiled wire up to the eyepin, leav-
ing a small gap.

2) Bend the coiled part of the wire 
around the marker.

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN STEP BY STEP WIRE JEWELRY, SPRING 2009
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3) Close the hoop by wrapping the 
20g wire just below the wrapped loop 
made in Step 1. Use pliers to adjust 
the eyepin, to ensure it’s facing 
forward.

4) Use round nose pliers to start a 
spiral on the end of the excess 20g 
wire. Switch to flat nose pliers to fin-
ish it. Rotate the spiral so it’s in front 
of the large loop. 

5) Take a second 6" piece of 20g wire. 
Form spirals on both ends, making 
sure they are the same size. 

6) When the measurement of the 
spiraled piece is approximately 1¾", 
grasp the center of the wire with the 
thickest part of the round nose pli-
ers, and fold the piece in half.  

7) Switch to flat or chain nose pliers, 
and squeeze the wires together, close 
to the spirals. 

8) Place the coiled piece in the jaws 
of flat nose pliers about 1⁄3" from the 
spirals. Fold the end down, but don’t 
close it all the way. 

9) Hook the spiraled piece from Step 
8 over the piece created in Steps 1–3. 
The spirals should be in the front. 
Center the double spiraled piece, and 
flatten to secure. 

SUSAN OLIVIO has been making jewelry for about 10 years, and loves the journey of experimenta-
tion and designing new pieces. She is self-taught and have experimented with many techniques, 
including sheet metal and soldering. She recently rediscovered Eni Oken’s work, and she inspired Susan 
to rethink wire. She creates projects and tutorials, which you can find on her Web site make101.com.

10) Take a 6" piece of 26g wire, and 
thread on a briolette. Attach the wire 
to the earring component, and finish 
the wrapped loop. Wrap the briolette 
using all of the remaining wire.

11) Take a 3" piece of 26g wire and 
form a very small loop with round 
nose pliers. Switch to flat or chain 
nose pliers, and squash the loop to 
form a headpin. 

12) Thread a 4mm briolette onto the 
wire, begin a wrapped loop, and repeat 
Step 10. Repeat for the other 4mm 
briolette on the other side. Thread an 
earwire through the top loop. Repeat 
Steps 1–12 for the other earring.  

http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com
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This pendant is the best piece in my Spiral Collection. I wanted to 
create something different—elegant, yet simple, and beautiful to wear 

out. The best part about this project is that you can make it from 
recycled material and it’s easy to make!

Diamante Locks
Coil silk around wire for a mixed media gem.

A L I YA  S H A F Q AT

TOOLS & SUPPLIES
18mm crystal rhinestone rivoli  
18-gauge silver wire, 12"
Pink silk thread, six 2' strands
Chain-nose pliers
Transparent glue (UHU brand)
Necklace chain with bail or jump 

ring

FINISHED SIZE
2½" (6.35 cm)

TECHNIQUES
odd-count peyote stitch
netting

Photo of finished piece by Jim 
Lawson; all other photos courtesy  
of the author.
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WIRE TIP
I have used 6 strands 
together because I am 
using silk thread, and to 
work with a single strand 
is quite difficult. If your 
thread is coarse or you are 
using any other medium, 
adjust the strand amount 
accordingly.

1) Sketch your spiral shape or use the 
one provided. The wires curve over 
and under each other as noted in 
this sketch. 

6) Use a bail or jump ring to attach 
the pendant to the necklace chain. 

ALIYA SHAFQAT is a textile designer from 
Pakistan. Her jewelry collection is textile-based—
soft to the touch, and beautiful to look at. All of 
her pieces are available in any size and color. She 
is working as the Incharge in the Creation Depart-
ment in the textile industry. She is interested in 
graphic design and jewelry-making. You may 
contact Aliya at aliya.shafqat@gmail.com or view 
her collection at www.facebook.com/pages/Tex-
tile-Jewellary/225691400011.

4) Continue wrapping, covering the whole wire with the thread, so no part of 
the base is visible. Do not stop wrapping as it will unravel. For your conve-
nience, you can change the curves a bit, and reshape once you are finished 
with the wrapping. When you reach the end of the wire, use transparent glue 
to join the end of the threads, so they are not visible.

5) Glue the crystal in place where the 
end of the front wire curves into a 
circular shape.

2) Using chain-nose pliers, bend the 
wire into the shape shown. Check 
the curves by placing the piece over 
the sketch. 

3) Gather the 6 strands of thread 
together and make a ⅓" (10mm) 
fold on one end. Place the folded 
end against the end of the wire and 
immediately start wrapping over 
it. This will give you a nice, finished 
end. 

http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com
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 |  Tools & Supplies
•  22-gauge gold silver-plated craft wire

•  24-gauge gold silver-plated craft wire

•  4x2mm clear faceted CZ rondelles, 32

•  5x7mm clear faceted CZ briolettes, 2

•  7x4mm clear faceted CZ rondelles, 2

•  Gold-fi lled ear wires, 1 pair

•  Round-nose pliers with at least 
1�½  " jaws

•  Flush cutters

•  Nylon-jaw pliers

•  Chain-nose pliers

•  Flat-nose pliers

FINISHED SIZE: 23⁄4"

RESOURCES: All materials: Soft Flex Company, 
softfl excompany.com.

champagne fl utes
BY Jamie Hogsett

The CZ beads in these easy-to-make wrapped wire earrings 
cluster at the top of the dangle, just as champagne bubbles fl oat to the 
top of a glass.

skill level    jewelry PROJECTS

Easy, ELEGANT and 
avant garde wire &

CRYSTAL earrings.

028 SW1112_ChampagneFlutes.indd   28 10/10/11   4:16 PM
10102011161947

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN STEP BY STEP WIRE JEWELRY, DECEMBER/JANUARY 2012

http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com


©F+W Media, Inc. | All rights reserved | F+W Media grants permission for any or all pages in this issue to be copied for personal use.

WIRE-WRAPPING CRYSTALS:  
4 DIY WIRE AND CRYSTAL JEWELRY PROJECTS

1. Unwind a few feet of 24-gauge wire 
from the spool. Without cutting any wire 
from the spool string sixteen 4x2mm 
rondelles. Push the beads up the wire 
toward the spool, as you won't use 
them until later. Leaving a 1�½  " tail, wrap 
the wire around one jaw of the pliers, 
beginning at the widest end and wrapping 
toward the point.

2. Once you reach the point, begin 
overlapping the wire and wrapping back 
toward the tail wire. Wrap all the way back 
toward the tail wire, keeping the wire wraps 
tight together closer to the point of the 
pliers and gradually leaving more space 
between wraps as the wraps get closer to 
the tail wire. 

3. Start wrapping the wire back toward 
the point. String 1 rondelle up into the 
wrap. *Wrap the wire 2�¼   times and string 
1 rondelle up into the wrap. Repeat from * 
six times.

4. Wrap the wire back toward the tail wire. 
String 1 rondelle up into the wrap. *Wrap 
the wire 2�¼   times and string 1 rondelle up 
into the wrap. Repeat from * six times.

5. Wrap the wire all the way back down to 
the point again, and back toward the beads 
again, leaving space between the wraps. 
Wrap a few times back down toward the 
point. Cut the wire from the spool and tuck 
the wire end into the wraps. Remove the 
wrapped piece from the pliers. Set aside.

1a 1b

2a

3

2b

4

5a 5b
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4a

7a

6b6a

8a

7b

8b

6. Use 5" of 22-gauge wire to form a 
wrapped loop that attaches to 1 briolette. 
Use the 22-gauge wire to string the wrapped 
piece set aside in Step 5 (point fi rst).

7. String one 7x4mm rondelle. Snug the 
wrapped piece and rondelle and form a 
wrapped loop.

8. Wrap the tail end of wire around the 
wrapped piece and the rondelle. Tuck the 
wire end into the wire wraps. Attach 1 ear 
wire to the wrapped loop. Repeat Steps 1–8 
to make a second earring. 

028 SW1112_ChampagneFlutes.indd   30 10/11/11   10:39 AM
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JAMIE HOGSETT is a bead lover, jewelry designer, freelance editor, and 
the Education Coordinator for Soft Flex Company. She is a Swarovski 
Elements Ambassador and was a Designer of the Year for Beadwork 
magazine in 2009. Jamie is the author of Stringing Style and the co-author 
of the Create Jewelry series: Pearls, Crystals, Stones and Glass, all from 
Interweave Press. Her work has been published numerous times in a  
multitude of books and magazines by Interweave.
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https://www.facebook.com/JewelryMakingDaily

http://www.pinterest.com/jewelrydaily/

https://twitter.com/JewelMakinDaily

More Resources:

click here

Book and DVD

click here

Book

click here

DVD

http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com
http://twitter.com/JewelMakinDaily
http://www.pinterest.com/jewelrydaily/
http://www.facebook.com/jewelrymakingdaily/
http://www.interweavestore.com/wirework-with-dvd?utm_source=freemium&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=jmd-trj-fr-160829-wirewrapfreemium
http://www.interweavestore.com/wire-wrapping-jewelry-techniques-and-projects?utm_source=freemium&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=jmd-trj-fr-160829-wirewrapfreemium
http://www.interweavestore.com/make-wire-wrapped-jewelry-precise-and-chaotic-styles-dvd?utm_source=freemium&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=jmd-trj-fr-160829-wirewrapfreemium
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