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SNOWFLAKES
This delicate chain maille weave 

creates symmetry.

BY REBECA MOJICA

10

SILVER & DRUSY  
SNOWFLAKE ORNAMENT

Jewelry for a gift or the tree.

BY DARLENE ARMSTRONG

7

CHAMPAGNE FLUTES
Easy, elegant and avant garde  

wire & crystal earrings.

BY JAMIE HOGSETT

JEWELRY DESIGNS INSPIRED BY WINTER

WINTER IS THE PERFECT TIME TO GET OUT YOUR TOOLS AND CREATE. No 
ball games, no beach, and long dark evenings to fill with creativity! These three 
projects will get you started on a winter theme. Grab your pliers and jump rings 
and let Rebeca Mojica take you through the steps to make a perfect chain maille 
snowflake pendant. And if you want to get out your torch, Darlene Armstrong 
will guide you through a different process for an altogether different, glistening 
snowflake. And prepare to sparkle and shine with Jamie Hogsett’s Champagne 
Flutes earrings. Get started now and you’ll be all set for New Year’s Eve!

Denise Peck
Editor in chief
Step by Step Wire Jewelry

http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com
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tools & supplies
•  B21 (21g 3/32" 2.4 mm) tiny 

sterling rings, 48 
•  F19 (19g 5/32" 4.0 mm) medium 

(thin) sterling rings, 14 
•  F18 (18g 5/32" 4.0 mm) medium 

(thick) sterling rings, 12 
• 1 pendant bail
•  2 pairs of fl at-nose pliers

Resources: All materials from Blue 
Buddha Boutique, www.Blue
BuddhaBoutique.com.

Snowflakes
By Rebeca Mojica

Many years ago my friend and fellow mailler Zlosk (of www.
zlosk.com) suggested that the Japanese 12-in-2 weave lent 
itself to a snowfl ake pattern. It sounded genius to me, and 
so I immediately set out to create a delicate sterling pen-
dant. Years later, I used larger aluminum rings to adapt the 
pendant for lightweight tree ornaments. The design comes 
together quickly, and makes a perfect gift-box decoration. 

For the project photos, the rings used are aluminum H18 
(18g SWG 3/16" 4.8mm ID) with D20 (20g AWG ⅛" 3.2mm 
ID). Colored rings are used for clarity. 

skill level     
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This delicate chain maille weave creates symmetry.
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1Add 8 closed tiny rings onto an open 19g 
sterling silver ring and close the ring.

6 Repeat Step 5 for another 3 sets of 
19g rings, working your way around 

the center.

2 Add a new 19g ring through the 
same 8 rings. If you can’t get 

through all at once, just go through a 
few then use your fingers to slide the 
remaining tiny rings on.

4With a new 19g ring, scoop up 4 
closed rings, and weave through 2 

center rings. Close the 19g ring.  Add a 
second 19g ring through the same path.

5With a new 19g ring, scoop 2 tiny 
rings, and go through the 4 tiny rings 

indicated. You’ll go through 2 center 
rings, plus 2 rings you scooped in Step 4. 
Close the ring and double it. 

3Add new tiny rings until you have a total 
of 12 on the doubled 19g rings. If you’re 

using much larger rings, you might be able 
to fit all 12 rings in Step 1, but usually there’s 
not enough space to close the medium rings 
with 12 small rings hanging on it!

http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com
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8 Add 4 sets of tiny rings to each of 
the 6 sets of doubled 19g rings in 

the outside circle. Add 24 rings in total.
TIP: If you are an advanced weaver, you 
might be able to add some or all of those 
rings as you go (Steps 4–7). 

7 Your fi nal set of 19g rings goes through the 6 hanging rings shown (do NOT 
scoop any additional tiny rings).  TIP: Getting the fi nal doubled ring in is a tight 

squeeze. Do not open that ring very wide and, if needed, squeeze the ends together 
with your pliers as shown, before doing the fi nal closing adjustments with two pliers.  

wire tips
Pendant bails face diff erent 
directions, depending on the 
orientation of their loops. Instead 
of adding the bail directly to the 
medium rings in Step 11, you might 
need to add a connector ring to a 
set of medium rings to ensure the 
bail faces the proper direction. 
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11 Repeat all the way around. On your 
last set, slip on a pendant bail as 

you add the rings. 

Rebeca Mojica 
is an author, instructor, and award-winning chain maille art-
ist. She knows more than 100 weaves and is the founder of 
Blue Buddha Boutique, one of the largest chain maille sup-
pliers. See her creations at www.BlueBuddhaBoutique.com.

9 With a new 18g ring, go through 
4 hanging rings: 2 each from an 

adjacent set of medium ring rings. Close 
the ring. The thicker gauge gives the 
weave more stability and keeps the tips 
from fl opping around. 

10 Add a second 18g ring through 
the same path. 

wire tips
Don’t open the ring too wide. Aim 
the end of the ring into the hole. 
As you weave, you may need to 
wiggle both your hands slightly to 
“burrow” the jump ring through. 
Follow the tip in Step 7 if you have 
diffi  culty closing the ring.
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LET US INSPIRE 
the Artist in You
From cover to cover, Jewelry Artist brings 
you unique jewelry and gem projects in an 
easy-to-follow format.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
jewelryartistmagazine.com

http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com
http://www.jewelryartistmagazine.com
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 |  Tools & Supplies
•  22-gauge gold silver-plated craft wire

•  24-gauge gold silver-plated craft wire

•  4x2mm clear faceted CZ rondelles, 32

•  5x7mm clear faceted CZ briolettes, 2

•  7x4mm clear faceted CZ rondelles, 2

•  Gold-fi lled ear wires, 1 pair

•  Round-nose pliers with at least 
1�½  " jaws

•  Flush cutters

•  Nylon-jaw pliers

•  Chain-nose pliers

•  Flat-nose pliers

FINISHED SIZE: 23⁄4"

RESOURCES: All materials: Soft Flex Company, 
softfl excompany.com.

champagne fl utes
BY Jamie Hogsett

The CZ beads in these easy-to-make wrapped wire earrings 
cluster at the top of the dangle, just as champagne bubbles fl oat to the 
top of a glass.

skill level    jewelry PROJECTS

Easy, ELEGANT and 
avant garde wire &

CRYSTAL earrings.
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1. Unwind a few feet of 24-gauge wire 
from the spool. Without cutting any wire 
from the spool string sixteen 4x2mm 
rondelles. Push the beads up the wire 
toward the spool, as you won't use 
them until later. Leaving a 1�½  " tail, wrap 
the wire around one jaw of the pliers, 
beginning at the widest end and wrapping 
toward the point.

2. Once you reach the point, begin 
overlapping the wire and wrapping back 
toward the tail wire. Wrap all the way back 
toward the tail wire, keeping the wire wraps 
tight together closer to the point of the 
pliers and gradually leaving more space 
between wraps as the wraps get closer to 
the tail wire. 

3. Start wrapping the wire back toward 
the point. String 1 rondelle up into the 
wrap. *Wrap the wire 2�¼   times and string 
1 rondelle up into the wrap. Repeat from * 
six times.

4. Wrap the wire back toward the tail wire. 
String 1 rondelle up into the wrap. *Wrap 
the wire 2�¼   times and string 1 rondelle up 
into the wrap. Repeat from * six times.

5. Wrap the wire all the way back down to 
the point again, and back toward the beads 
again, leaving space between the wraps. 
Wrap a few times back down toward the 
point. Cut the wire from the spool and tuck 
the wire end into the wraps. Remove the 
wrapped piece from the pliers. Set aside.

1a 1b

2a

3

2b

4

5a 5b
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4a

7a

6b6a

8a

7b

8b

6. Use 5" of 22-gauge wire to form a 
wrapped loop that attaches to 1 briolette. 
Use the 22-gauge wire to string the wrapped 
piece set aside in Step 5 (point fi rst).

7. String one 7x4mm rondelle. Snug the 
wrapped piece and rondelle and form a 
wrapped loop.

8. Wrap the tail end of wire around the 
wrapped piece and the rondelle. Tuck the 
wire end into the wire wraps. Attach 1 ear 
wire to the wrapped loop. Repeat Steps 1–8 
to make a second earring. 
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JAMIE HOGSETT is a bead lover, jewelry designer, 
freelance editor, and the Education Coordinator for Soft Flex 
Company. She is a Swarovski Elements Ambassador and was a 
Designer of the Year for Beadwork magazine in 2009. Jamie is the 
author of Stringing Style and the co-author of the Create Jewelry 
series: Pearls, Crystals, Stones and Glass, all from Interweave 
Press. Her work has been published numerous times in a 

multitude of books and magazines by Interweave.

http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com


M A T E R I A L S

4" medium flat bezel wire

22-gauge sterling sheet, sized 
to stone

14-gauge round sterling wire,
about 2-3' 

Drusy quartz or other center stone

Hard sheet silver solder

Medium, easy, and extra easy 
silver wire solder 

T O O L S

Soldering tools: butane torch and
firebrick, pickle, pickle pot, copper
tongs, paste flux and brush

Layout tools: 6" metal ruler,
indelible fine point marker

Finishing tools: flex shaft, blue
rubber (medium wheel) on man-
drel, bobbing compound and
medium brush, light green 3M
bristle discs on mandrel, Simple
Green liquid cleaner and soft
toothbrush

Hand tools: sawframe, 2/0 saw-
blade, beeswax, flat needle file,
wire cutters, 11/32 size dowel or
9/32 metal dapping punch

SKILLS YOU NEED

MATERIALS AND TOOLS YOU NEED 
M

y sterling and platinum

coated drusy stone orna-

ment can be given as a

tree ornament gift or as a pen-

dant. The little crystals of the

drusy coating give it the perfect

wintry sparkle. The piece meas-

ures 3 inches wide, and can be

hung on leather or a ribbon. If

you’d like to try it, Argentium®

Sterling will also work for this

piece.

• soldering • fabrication

SILVER & DRUSY 
SNOWFLAKE ORNAMENT P
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DARLENE ARMSTRONG
Opening Photo: JIM LAWSON

Project Photos: DARLENE ARMSTRONG

J ewe l r y  fo r  a  g i f t  o r  t h e  t re e
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{Photo 1} Wrap bezel around stone and
mark with marker.

Cut bezel wire with cutters. File edges flat
with flat needle file.

{Photo 2} Flux seam with paste flux, 
solder shut with hard sheet solder. Pickle
and rinse.

{Photo 3} Cut 22ga sheet slightly larger
than stone with bezel in position. Saw, leav-
ing about 1-2mm edge. Set aside.

{Photo 4} Mark 14ga round wire at 1⁄2"
intervals. Cut 5 sections with pliers and file
ends flat with flat needle file. Set aside.

{Photo 5} Mark 14ga round wire at 3⁄4"
intervals. Cut 5 sections, file both ends flat
with flat needle file, set aside.

{Photo 6} Coil 14ga wire around dowel or
dapping punch. 

➤ Try to get a tight coil: it’s easier to cut.

{Photo 7} Cut coils apart into jump rings
with saw and 2/0 blade dressed with
beeswax.

➤ Beeswax lubricates the blade so it will
cut smoother, and the blade holds its cut-
ting edge longer when dressed.

{Photo 8} Mark and saw 5 jump rings 
in half.

➤ Use your saw, not your cutting pliers, to
cut these jumps in half. If you saw them, the
edges will remain flat on both sides of the
cut. If you use cutters, one side of each piece
will have a compressed nib that needs to be
filed off. You will lose that small amount of
metal, making the halves uneven, and you’ll
create an extra step to do the filing. You
need the cut rings to be identically sized
and shaped.

{Photo 9} File cut surfaces flat.

{Photo 10} Flux bezel and backing sheet.
Position bezel. 

{Photo 11} Solder with medium from
inside bezel box. Pickle and rinse.

{Photo 12} Position five 3⁄4" wires, full and
half jumps as shown; paste flux joins. Solder
with easy wire solder. Solder whole rings to
tips of 1⁄2" wires, solder with easy. 

{Photo 13} Verify fit and joins of all units.
Pickle and rinse all units.

{Photo 14} Remove excess metal around
bezel with saw.

{Photo 15} With medium rubber flat blue
wheel, remove scratches and saw marks and
erase edge where bezel and sheet meet.

{Photo 16} Position parts on firebrick and
paste flux where spokes join center bezel.
Position 1 small pallion of extra easy wire
solder on side of each leg. Heat entire piece
slowly, then solder. 

Pickle and rinse.

3 421

7

8

65

11109
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{Photo 17} Prepolish with medium bristle
brush and bobbing compound to remove
remaining scratches, solder, and fire scale.
Spray with Simple Green cleaning spray.
Scrub with soft bristle toothbrush to
remove bobbing compound. Rinse again.

{Photo 18} Final polish with light green
3M bristle discs in flex shaft.

{Photo 19} Set stone, taking care not to
scratch platinum coating.
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DARLENE ARMSTRONG has 20+ years’

experience as a metalsmith and jewelry

teacher at Clear Creek Academy in Denver.

Her work is found in many galleries across

the U.S. and on her website,

www.armstrongjewelry.com.
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Looking for Great 
Design Ideas?

Order Step by Step Wire Jewelry today
stepbystepwirejewelry.com

Step by Step Wire Jewelry 
is the only magazine devoted to 
bringing you the very best in wire!

http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com
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