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Camelids! The Spring 2011 issue 
will showcase yarns spun from 
camelid fiber. From alpaca to 
camel to guanaco, if it’s made 
from camelid fiber, we want to 
see it! The deadline to submit is 

December 15, 2010. Please send a minimum five-yard 
length of handspun yarn labeled with your name, 
mailing address, phone number, e-mail address, and 
fiber content. Mail your comments and your yarn to 
Spin-Off  Your Yarn, 201 E. Fourth St., Loveland, CO 
80537. Call or e-mail us with questions at (970) 613-
4682 or spinoff@interweave.com. The yarn won’t be 
returned, but it will be used to raise money for a 
worthy charity. Please contact us at the above address 
if you’d like to volunteer to make a charity item using 
the yarns from previous Your Yarn entries. Yarns that 
don’t appear in the magazine may be viewed on our 
website, spinoffmagazine.com.

Next 
Challenge

y o u r  y a r n

Colors Blended 
by Hand

Dawn L. E. Riden of Ada, Oklahoma
Merino, 2-ply, 22 wpi, 9 bpi, 1,650 ypp
“This yarn is made from handpainted roving separated into three colors that were held together and 
spun across, creating a color rainbow.”

Dedri Quillin of Las Cruces, New Mexico
Domestic wool/mohair/Angelina, singles, 7 wpi, 550 ypp
“This yarn is made from hand-dyed (using Jacquard acid dyes) domestic wool, mohair, and crystal 
Mylar (sometimes called Angelina). I dyed this yarn myself, blended it on a Louet drumcarder, and spun 
it on an Ashford Country spinner.”

Alan Taylor of Tucson, Arizona
Merino/Romney, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 7 bpi, 825 ypp
“This yarn is from a fleece I dyed with Easter egg dyes and handcarded into rolags. The green was 
dyed with one green tablet, and the yellow was dyed with one yellow and one orange tablet. I wanted 
some of the colors to be evident, so I didn’t blend completely. I spun using a short draw on my 
Majacraft Suzie Pro on the lowest ratio. I then plied from a center-pull ball and finished in hot water.  
I love how squishy and bouncy it turned out!”

Melanie Smith of Boise, Idaho
Wool/silk/mohair/glitz/alpaca, 3-ply, 10 wpi, 12 bpi, 850 ypp
“My spinning group planned a fiber day. About fifteen of us met for a weekend. We set up nine card-
ers, and we all brought bits of fiber. We all shared and made batt after batt. This one was not the most 
popular—it was liked by all until I added turquoise. These aren’t my normal colors, but that’s what 
inspiration will do for you.”

Let’s get blending! Whether you used combs, a hackle, or a 
drumcarder, we wanted to see it! All yarns consist of fiber blend-

ed by hand by the person sending them—no commercially blend-
ed fibers are included. Using commercial fibers was fine, as long 

as they were mixed with other fibers to create a unique final prod-
uct. Yarns are shown at 100%. Details show the yarns magnified 

at 214%
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R. Ellen McKean of Alameda, California
Corriedale, singles, 6 wpi, 475 ypp
“Using Ashford’s dyed Corriedale sliver, I pulled off small lengths and arranged them directly on the large 
drum of my drumcarder working with Deb Menz’s short stripe idea. After taking the batt off, I split it 
into three lengths and ran each through the drumcarder separately, blending the short color length into 
its neighbor. I spun a plump thick-and-thin singles to be woven into an afghan.”

Ellen Hall of Fultondale, Alabama
Kid mohair, 2-ply, 18 wpi, 6 bpi, 1,050 ypp
“I was trying to approximate commercial top that has the colors running lengthwise. I drumcarded each 
hand-dyed color individually to open up the fiber, then made a layer of each color across the drum. I 
stripped the batt and attenuated only slightly so the colors wouldn’t blend. I first tried spinning from the 
fold, but the colors came out separately. I ended up spinning from the end, which didn’t leave long areas 
of a single color.”

Marilyn M. Prucka of Monroe, Michigan
86% Merino/4% silk hankie/4% carded silk cocoon strippings/4% mohair top/2% Louet Sparkling Icicle, 
2-ply, 17 wpi, 10 bpi, 1,175 ypp
“I was inspired by a recent Michael Rohde three-day workshop using liquid reactive dyes. To get the 
green, I rolled up the fiber like a burrito inside the hankies to see what I would get—a mix of intense 
blue and gold yellow. The color separated out giving an interesting mix with an overall green tone. The 
silk strippings didn’t take the dye very well, so I overdyed the batt in a yellow alkali low-immersion bath. 
After it dried, I felt it needed more color, so I dyed more Merino and Icicle in a turquoise liquid reactive 
bath. I drumcarded the new color into the green batt with three run-throughs of the carder.”

Donna Alger of San Jose, California
66% cotton/33% silk, 2-ply, 32 wpi, 13 bpi, 3,900 ypp
“This yarn was carded on handcards and spun on a charkha. I wove it at 24 ends per inch to make a 
blouse.”

Linda Condon of Talkeetna, Alaska
Merino/Romney-Rambouillet/dog hair/mohair, 2-ply, 7 wpi, 5 bpi, 425 ypp
“I cleaned out and blended some of my stash. It is all raw fiber that I processed—precarded with 
handcards and then passed through my Strauch Petite drumcarder using the brush attachment. This was 
spun on a handspindle.”

Betty Jo Schumacher of Forest Hill, California
Shetland/carded sari silk/bombyx silk/silver hologram Angelina, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 7 bpi, 1,050 ypp
“A friend told me about this wonderful carded sari silk from India, and I’ve been having a great time 
carding it into everything.”
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Karen Swinton of St. Paul, Minnesota
50% alpaca/50% Cormo, 2-ply, 19 wpi, 8 bpi, 1,250 ypp
“This is 50% alpaca, dyed light aqua, that I found at my local fiber store and 50% Cormo from a fleece 
I bought at Shepherd’s Harvest in Minnesota a couple of years ago.”

Dona Carruth of Boston, Georgia
50% salmon mohair/25% yellow angora/25% white angora, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 8 bpi, 600 ypp
“Both of the animals are my own—Michael and Aaron. The fiber was carded on a drumcarder. I didn’t 
want to blend the colors completely, and I like the way I have spots of individual color. I used this yarn 
as trim on a handspun EZ Rib Fit Vest and the brim of a hat to match.”

Sally Kirkpatrick of Orono, Maine
Romney/angora/Coopworth/Buffalo Snow polyester, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 5 bpi, 650 ypp
“I have never previously had much success blending angora with wool, using either handcards or 
drumcarders. However, this challenge provided sufficient impetus for me to put the fiber through the 
drumcarder the necessary three or four times. Patience is not one of my strong points! Once the 
Romney and angora were adequately blended, I added just a drop of deeply dyed Coopworth for 
color, leading to a few more trips through the carder, and then one final trip for the addition of the 
Buffalo Snow.”

Marty Benson of Dallas, Texas
Wool, 2-ply, 19 wpi, 4 bpi, 1,225 ypp
“This yarn was blended on a Louet drumcarder. I used shades of purple, peach, and pink to create 
yarn for a special sister of mine.”

Janet Josifek of St. Paul, Minnesota
California Variegated Mutant/alpaca, 2-ply, 18 wpi, 8 bpi, 1,700 ypp

Cecily Beierle of Minneapolis, Minnesota
75% longwool locks/20% Firestar nylon/5% bamboo, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 6 bpi, 900 ypp
“I sandwich-carded the fibers with my Clemes & Clemes handcards and spun on my Ashford Tradi-
tional on the largest pulley using a short forward draw. Then I plied the yarn against itself. I love the 
variations in the colors!”

Jean Cominolo of Fort Worth, Texas
Corriedale/bamboo, singles, 16 wpi, 750 ypp
“This is my first attempt at blending my own fibers. This is a combination of Corriedale wool and 
hand-dyed bamboo called Victorian Rose from the Fiber Lady. It was deliberately a clumpy blend on a 
Strauch drumcarder and then spun on my Little Gem.”
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Maryann Olme of Minneapolis, Minnesota
66% Border Leicester-Rambouillet/33% silk, 2-ply, 15 wpi, 6 bpi, 925 ypp

Cathy Leffingwell of Eau Claire, Wisconsin
Corriedale, 3-ply, 9 wpi, 6 bpi, 400 ypp
“I handcombed natural and dyed Corriedale wool, blending the wool in three different ratios. One ply 
is 50% of each color. The other two plies are about 90% of one color and 10% of the other. The yarn 
was spun on an Emily spindle.”

Selah Barling of Seattle, Washington
Kid mohair/cashmere/cat, 2-ply, 20 wpi, 7 bpi, 1,700 ypp
“This yarn is made of kid mohair from The Pines Farm in Maple Valley, Washington, cashmere from a 
goat named Spike on Whidbey Island, and my calico cat Daphne’s undercoat. The various fibers were 
collected, teased open, hand mixed (in the case of the pom-poms) and spun on a Russian lace spindle. 
The mohair was acid-dyed by me and spun from teased locks. It was washed afterward to full the 
pom-poms a bit and get rid of the goat and cat dander. I call this blend Triple Trouble.”

Celeste Grant of Minneapolis, Minnesota
Shetland cross/Border Leicester–Corriedale, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 9 bpi, 675 ypp

Jennifer Green of Weiser, Idaho
Merino/mohair/Tencel/bamboo/Soysilk/Angelina/Firestar/milk protein fiber/alpaca, 3-ply, 12 wpi, 5 bpi, 
700 ypp
“I had several small fiber samples that came with fiber purchases so I carded them on my drumcard-
er—blending as I carded—and spun them on my Majacraft Suzie. I Navajo-plied the yarn for a fun 
marled effect.”

Jan Grover of St. Paul, Minnesota
Border Leicester/Corriedale/dyed mohair/Angelina, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 8 bpi, 975 ypp

Mia McDavid of Roseville, Minnesota
33% bamboo/66% Merino, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 8 bpi, 675 ypp
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Tereza Havrdova of Prague, Czech Republic
Merino/silk/sari silk/alpaca/Soysilk, corespun, 10 wpi, 350 ypp

Brenda Dunse of River Falls, Wisconsin
Angora/llama, 2-ply, 12 wpi, 6 bpi, 675 ypp

Suzanne Jones of Stewartsville, Missouri
Wool, 3-ply, 14 wpi, 8 bpi, 1,050 ypp

Neal Goman of Minneapolis, Minnesota
Merino, 6-ply, 13 wpi, 12 bpi, 825 ypp
“Dye baths of ProcionMX Peacock and Fuchsia were used to produce primary batts of Merino. Sec-
ondary batts were blended on a drumcarder in different proportions of Peacock and Fuchsia 
(80%/20%, 60%/40%, 40%/60%, and 20%/80%). I spun from the resulting six batts to produce six sin-
gles that were plied into my skein.”

Charlotte Forste of Minneapolis, Minnesota
Wool, 2-ply, 9 wpi, 4 bpi, 575 ypp
“Dye baths of ProcionMX Peacock and Fuchsia were used to produce primary batts of Merino. Sec-
ondary batts were blended on a drumcarder in different proportions of Peacock and Fuchsia 
(80%/20%, 60%/40%, 40%/60%, and 20%/80%). I further processed my batt by taking equal parts of the 
two primary and four secondary batts and carding them into a single sandwich before spinning a sin-
gles from predrafted splits and plying it back on itself.”

Whorling Spinsters Study Group of Andover, Minnesota
Brown Bluefaced Leicester/dyed Corriedale, 2-ply, 9 wpi, 4 bpi, 625 ypp

Lisa Loftis of Cordova, Tennessee
Wool blend, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 4 bpi, 725 ypp

Bonnie Brown of Olive Branch, Mississippi
Wool, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 5 bpi, 725 ypp
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Marie Witte of Memphis, Tennessee
Alpaca/wool, 2-ply, 18 wpi, 7 bpi, 1,350 ypp

Karen Saunders of Brighton, Tennessee
Wool blend, 2-ply, 10 wpi, 6 bpi, 450 ypp

Mary Lessman of Cordova, Tennessee
Wool blend, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 6 bpi, 700 ypp

Victoria McLackes of Memphis, Tennessee
Wool blend, 2-ply, 16 wpi, 10 bpi, 1,200 ypp

Sandy Parkinson of Bartlett, Tennessee
Romney/alpaca, 2-ply, 17 wpi, 9 bpi, 1,325 ypp

Melissa Weipert of Coldwater, Mississippi
Wool/mohair, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 6 bpi, 1,025 ypp

Jackie McNamara of Arlington, Tennessee
Wool/buffalo, 2-ply, 11 wpi, 6 bpi, 575 ypp

Paula Eaton of Hernando, Mississippi
Wool, 2-ply, 13 wpi, 6 bpi, 900 ypp

The Southern Tier Fiberarts Guild of Wellsville, New York
Romney, 2-ply, 14 wpi, 6 bpi, 850 ypp


