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Lace and cables. Cables and lace. However you pair the two, you’re bound to come 

up with a winning combination. Kathy Zimmerman interpreted this classic combo in 

two lengths—cropped and hip—in this year-round cardigan. For both versions, Kathy 

followed typical 1950s styling, including a narrow fi t, high round neckline, and three-

quarter-length sleeves with set-in shoulders. Lots of buttons keep the fronts closed without 

gaps. Both versions shown here are knitted in a soft merino yarn in rich jewel tones. 

Choose softer shades for a more subdued look.

K ATHAR INE  HEPBURN  C ARD IGAN
K ATHY  Z I M MER M A N

F I N I S H E D  S I Z E

32 (361⁄2, 401⁄2, 46, 51)” (81.5 [92.5, 
103, 117, 129.5] cm) chest/bust circumfer-
ence, buttoned. Sweaters shown measure 
32” (81.5 cm) in short version and 361⁄2” 
(91.5 cm) in long version.

YA R N

Sportweight (CYCA #2 Fine). 

Shown here: Louet Sales Gems Opal (100% 
merino wool; 225 yd [206 m]/100 g): 
#62 citrus orange, 4 (5, 6, 7, 8) skeins for 
short version; #11 cherry red, 6 (7, 8, 9, 10) 
skeins for long version.

N E E D L E S

Body and sleeves—size 5 (3.75 mm). 
 Ribbing—size 4 (3.5 mm). Adjust needle 
size if necessary to obtain the correct 
gauge.

N O T I O N S

Cable needle (cn); tapestry needle; seven 
(seven, seven, eight, eight) 5⁄8” (1.5 cm) 
 buttons for short version; eleven (eleven, 
eleven, twelve, twelve) 5⁄8” (1.5 cm) buttons 
for long version.

G A U G E

29 stitches and 34 rows = 4” (10 cm) in 
cables and lace pattern from charts.

BACK
With smaller needles, CO 115 (133, 147, 167, 185) sts. Set-up row: (WS) K1 (selvedge st; 
knit every row), beg as indicated for your size, work set-up row of Back chart (see page 4) 
over center 113 (131, 145, 165, 183) sts, k1 (selvedge st; knit every row). Knitting selvedge sts 
every row, work through WS Rib Row 8 of chart—piece measures about 1” (2.5 cm) from CO. 
Change to larger needles. Next row: (RS) Rep Rows 1–12 of Back chart (do not rep set-up or 
rib rows) until piece measures 6 (6, 6, 61⁄2, 7)” (15 [15, 15, 16.5, 18] cm) from CO for short 
version or 131⁄2 (131⁄2, 14, 141⁄2, 15)” (34.5 [34.5, 35.5, 37, 38] cm) from CO for long version 
ending with a WS row.

N O T E S

❖  When decreasing or increasing, maintain the established pattern as much as possible. If 
there are not enough stitches available as a result of shaping to work every yarnover with its 
companion decrease, work the stitches in stockinette instead until the stitch count can accom-
modate working in pattern again.

❖  Knit the fi rst and last stitch of every row for selvedge stitches; these stitches are not shown on 
the charts.

Find more 

great designs in 

Lace Style 

published by 

Interweave Press 

(2006)

bookEXCERPT

http://www.interweavestore.com/store/p/1714-Lace-Style-Traditional-to-Innovative-21-Inspired-Designs-to-Knit.aspx
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Shape Armholes
BO 6 (8, 8, 9, 10) sts at beg of next 2 rows—103 (117, 131, 149, 165) sts rem. BO 2 sts at 
beg of next 0 (0, 4, 6, 8) rows, then dec 1 st each end of needle every RS row 5 (7, 5, 5, 5) 
times—93 (103, 113, 127, 139) sts rem. Cont in patt as established until armholes measure 7 
(71⁄2, 8, 81⁄2, 9)” (18 [19, 20.5, 21.5, 23] cm), ending with a WS row.

Shape Shoulders
Keeping in patt, BO 5 (7, 7, 9, 10) sts at beg of next 4 rows, then BO 6 (7, 8, 9, 11) sts at beg 
of foll 2 rows, then BO 6 (6, 8, 10, 11) sts at beg of foll 2 rows—49 (49, 53, 53, 55) sts rem. 
BO all sts.

R I G HT  FRO NT
With smaller needles, CO 55 (64, 71, 81, 90) sts. Set-up row: (WS) K1 (selvedge st; knit 
every row), beg and ending as indicated for your size, work set-up row of Right Front and 
Right Sleeve chart (see page 5) over center 53 (62, 69, 79, 88) sts, k1 (selvedge st; knit every 
row). Knitting selvedge sts every row, work through WS Rib Row 8 of chart. Change to larger 
needles. Next row: (RS) Rep Rows 1–12 of Right Front and Right Sleeve chart (do not rep set-up 
or rib rows)  until piece measures 6 (6, 6, 61⁄2, 7)” (15 [15, 15, 16.5, 18] cm) from CO for 
short version or 131⁄2 (131⁄2, 14, 141⁄2, 15)” (34.5 [34.5, 35.5, 37, 38] cm) from CO for long 
version, ending with a RS row.

3 (33⁄4, 41⁄4, 5, 53⁄4)"
7.5 (9.5, 11, 12.5, 14.5) cm

63⁄4 (63⁄4, 71⁄4, 71⁄4, 71⁄2)"
17 (17, 18.5, 18.5, 19) cm

1"
2.5 cm

7 (71⁄2, 8, 81⁄2, 9)"
18 (19, 20.5, 21.5, 23) cm

6 (6, 6, 61⁄2, 7)"
15 (15, 15, 16.5, 18) cm

71⁄2 (71⁄2, 8, 8, 8)"
19 (19, 20.5, 20.5, 20.5) cm

21⁄2"
6.5 cm

short version

long version

16 (181⁄4, 201⁄4, 23, 251⁄2)"
40.5 (46.5, 51.5, 58.5, 65) cm

Fronts & 
Back

21⁄2 (21⁄2, 23⁄4, 3, 31⁄4)"
6.5 (6.5, 7, 7.5, 8.5) cm

4 (41⁄2, 5, 51⁄2, 6)"
10 (11.5, 12.5, 14, 15) cm

12 (121⁄2, 13, 131⁄2, 14)"
30.5 (31.5, 33, 34.5, 35.5) cm

91⁄2 (91⁄2, 91⁄2, 111⁄4, 111⁄4)"
24 (24, 24, 28.5, 28.5) cm

Sleeve

12 (121⁄2, 13, 133⁄4, 141⁄4)"
30.5 (31.5, 33, 35, 36) cm
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k on RS; p on WS

p on RS; k on WS

yo

k2tog

ssk

sl 2 sts as if to k2tog, k1, p2sso

2/2 LC: Sl 2 sts onto cn and hold in front,
k2, k2 from cn.

2/2 RC: Sl 2 sts onto cn and hold in back,
k2, k2 from cn.

pattern repeat

Rib 7

Rib 5

Rib 3

Rib 1

11

9

7

5

3

1

set-up

13 sts
rep

3 (4, 5, 5, 6)
times

13 sts
rep

3 (4, 5, 5, 6)
times

center st
beg
32"
and
46"

beg
36½"
and
51"

beg
40½"

end
32"
and
46"

end
36½"
and
51"

end
40½"

Back
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Shape Armhole
BO 6 (8, 8, 9, 10) sts at beg of next WS row—49 (56, 63, 72, 80) sts rem. BO 2 sts at beg 
of next 0 (0, 2, 3, 4) WS rows, then dec 1 st at end of next 5 (7, 5, 5, 5) RS rows—44 (49, 
54, 61, 67) sts rem. Cont in patt as established until armhole measures 41⁄2 (5, 51⁄2, 6, 61⁄2)” 
(11.5 [12.5, 14, 15, 16.5] cm), ending with a WS row.

Shape Neck
Keeping in patt, at neck edge (beg of RS rows) BO 7 (7, 8, 8, 9) sts once, then BO 3 sts once, 
then BO 2 sts 4 (4, 5, 5, 5) times—26 (31, 33, 40, 45) sts rem. Dec 1 st at beg of next 4 (4, 
3, 3, 3) RS rows—22 (27, 30, 37, 42) sts rem. Cont even in patt until armhole measures same 
as back to beg of shoulder shaping, ending with a RS row.

Shape Shoulders
Keeping in patt, BO 5 (7, 7, 9, 10) sts at beg of next 2 WS rows, then BO 6 (7, 8, 9, 11) sts at 
beg of foll WS row, then BO 6 (6, 8, 10, 11) sts at beg of foll WS row—no sts rem.

L EF T  FRO NT
With smaller needles, CO 55 (64, 71, 81, 90) sts. Set-up row: (WS) K1 (selvedge st; knit every 
row), beg and ending as indicated for your size work, set-up row of Left Front and Left Sleeve 

The classic combination 

of lace and cables is 

always in style.

k on RS; p on WS

p on RS; k on WS

yo

k2tog

ssk

sl 2 sts as if to k2tog, k1, p2sso

2/2 LC: Sl 2 sts onto cn and hold in front,
k2, k2 from cn.

2/2 RC: Sl 2 sts onto cn and hold in back,
k2, k2 from cn.

pattern repeat

Rib 7

Rib 5

Rib 3

Rib 1

11

9

7

5

3

1

set-up

13 sts
rep

3 (4, 5, 5, 6) times
for fronts;

rep
4 (4, 4, 5, 5) times

for sleeves

beg
32"
and
46"

front;
all sizes
sleeves

beg
36½"
and
51"
front

beg
40       "
front

end
all sizes

front
and

sleeves

½ ½

Right Front and Right Sleeve

Rib 7

Rib 5

Rib 3

Rib 1

11

9

7

5

3

1

set-up

13 sts
rep

3 (4, 5, 5, 6) times
for fronts;

rep
4 (4, 4, 5, 5) times

for sleeves

end
32"
and
46"

front; 
all sizes
sleeves

end
36½"
and
51"
front

end
40½"
front

beg
all sizes

front
and

sleeves

Left Front and Left Sleeve



publishers of Interweave Knits magazine…join the online knitting community at KnittingDaily.com
Visit InterweaveStore.com/knittingpatterns for more great patterns!

page 6

Katharine Hepburn originally published in Lace Style (Interweave, 2006). ©Interweave Press LLC.  Not to be reprinted. All rights reserved.

chart over center 53 (62, 69, 79, 88) sts, 
k1 (selvedge st; knit every row). Knitting sel-
vedge sts every row, work through WS Rib 
Row 8 of chart. Change to larger needles. 
Next row: (RS) Rep Rows 1–12 of Left Front 
and Left Sleeve chart (do not rep set-up or 
rib rows) until piece measures 6 (6, 6, 61⁄2, 
7)” (15 [15, 15, 16.5, 18] cm) from CO for 
short version or 131⁄2 (131⁄2, 14, 141⁄2, 15)” 
(34.5 [34.5, 35.5, 37, 38] cm) from CO 
for long version, ending with a WS row.

Shape Armhole
BO 6 (8, 8, 9, 10) sts at beg of next RS 
row—49 (56, 63, 72, 80) sts rem. BO 2 
sts at beg of next 0 (0, 2, 3, 4) RS rows, 
then dec 1 st at beg of next 5 (7, 5, 5, 5) 
RS rows—44 (49, 54, 61, 67) sts rem. Cont 
in patt as established until armhole measures 
41⁄2 (5, 51⁄2, 6, 61⁄2)” (11.5 [12.5, 14, 15, 
16.5] cm), ending with a RS row.

Shape Neck
Keeping in patt, at neck edge (beg of WS 
rows) BO 7 (7, 8, 8, 9) sts once, then BO 
3 sts once, then BO 2 sts 4 (4, 5, 5, 5) 
times—26 (31, 33, 40, 45) sts rem. Dec 1 
st at end of next 4 (4, 3, 3, 3) RS rows—
22 (27, 30, 37, 42) sts rem. Cont even in 
patt until armhole measures same as back 
to beg of shoulder shaping, ending with a 
WS row.

Shape Shoulders
Keeping in patt, BO 5 (7, 7, 9, 10) sts at 
beg of next 2 RS rows, then BO 6 (7, 8, 
9, 11) sts at beg of foll RS row, then BO 6 
(6, 8, 10, 11) sts at beg of foll RS row—no 
sts rem.

R I G HT  S LEE VE
With smaller needles, CO 68 (68, 68, 
81, 81) sts. Set-up row: (WS) K1 (selvedge 
st; knit every row), beg and ending as 
indicated for sleeves, work set-up row of 
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Right Front and Sleeve chart over center 
66 (66, 66, 79, 79) sts, k1 (selvedge 
st; knit every row). Knitting selvedge sts 
every row, work through WS Rib Row 8 
of chart. Change to larger needles. Next 
row: (RS) Rep Rows 1–12 of Right Front 
and Right Sleeve chart (do not rep set-up 
or rib rows), and at the same time  inc 1 
st each end of needle every 6th row 0 (0, 
6, 0, 0) times, then every 8th row 8 (11, 
7, 0, 5) times, then every 10th row 2 (0, 
0, 6, 6) times, then every 12th row 0 (0, 
0, 3, 0) times, working new sts into es-
tablished patt—88 (90, 94, 99, 103) sts. 
Work even in patt until piece measures 
12 (121⁄2, 13, 131⁄2, 14)” (30.5 [31.5, 33, 
34.5, 35.5] cm) from CO, ending with a 
WS row.

Shape Cap
BO 6 (8, 8, 9, 10) sts at beg of next 2 
rows, then BO 2 sts at beg of next 0 (0, 4, 
6, 8) rows—76 (74, 70, 69, 67) sts rem. 
Dec 1 st each end of needle every RS row 
7 (11, 15, 17, 19) times—62 (52, 40, 35, 
29) sts rem. BO 2 sts at beg of next 12 
(10, 0, 0, 0) rows, then BO 3 sts at beg of 
next 4 (2, 4, 2, 2) rows, then BO 4 sts at 
beg of next 2 (2, 2, 2, 0) rows—18 (18, 
20, 21, 23) sts rem. BO all sts.

L EF T  S LEE VE
Work as for right sleeve, substituting Left 
Front and Sleeve chart.

F IN ISH IN G
With yarn threaded on a tapestry needle, 
sew shoulder seams.

Neckband
With smaller needles, RS facing, and beg 
at center right front, pick up and knit 7 (7, 
8, 8, 9) sts along BO section of right front 
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neck, 20 sts along shaped neck edge, 48 (48, 53, 53, 58) sts across back neck, 20 sts along 
shaped neck edge, and 7 (7, 8, 8, 9) sts along BO section of left front neck—102 (102, 109, 
109, 116) sts total. Work as foll:
Row 1: (WS) K1 (selvedge st; knit every row), *k2, [p1, k1] 2 times, p1; rep from * to last 3 sts, 

k2, k1 (selvedge st; knit every row).
Row 2: K1 (selvedge st), *p2, [k1, p1] 2 times, k1; rep from * to last 3 sts, p2, k1 (selvedge st).
Rep Rows 1 and 2 until neckband measures 1” (2.5 cm) from pick-up row. Loosely BO all sts 
in patt.

Buttonband
With RS of left front edge facing and beg at BO edge of neckband, pick up and knit 81 (81, 
81, 88, 88) sts for short version or 123 (123, 123, 130, 130) sts for long version. Work in rib 
patt as for neckband for 9 rows. Loosely BO all sts patt. Mark position of 7 (7, 7, 8, 8) buttons 
for short version or 11 (11, 11, 12, 12) buttons for long version, evenly spaced along button-
band. 

Buttonhole Band
With RS of right front edge facing and beg at CO edge of right front, pick up and knit 81 (81, 
88, 88) sts for short version, or 123 (123, 123, 130, 130) sts for long version. Work in rib patt 
as for neckband for 3 rows. Buttonhole row: (RS) Cont in patt, work (yo twice, k2tog) buttonholes 
opposite each marked button position on buttonband. Next row: Work in patt, dropping extra 
wrap of each yo in previous row to maintain original stitch count. Next row: *Work in patt to 
buttonhole of previous row, insert needle tip into hole either kwise or pwise as required by the rib 
patt, and work 1 st in buttonhole; rep from * until last buttonhole has been worked, work in patt 
to end of row. Work 3 rows even in patt. Loosely BO all sts in patt.

With yarn threaded on tapestry needle, sew sleeve caps into armholes, matching shaping. 
Sew sleeve and side seams. Weave in loose ends. Sew buttons onto buttonband, opposite 
buttonholes. Lightly block to measurements.
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