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Design by Lisa Shroyer

The Basic Entrelac Scarf

FINISHED SIZE:
10" wide and 69" long.

YARN:
Noro Kochoran (50% wool, 30% angora, 20% 
silk; 175 yd [160 m]/100 g): #53 orange/
green/turquoise, 3 skeins. Yarn distributed by 
Knitting Fever.

NEEDLES: 
Size 9 (5.5 mm). Adjust needle size if necessary 
to obtain the correct gauge.

NOTIONS: 
Tapestry needle.

GAUGE:
15 sts and 19 rows = 4" in St st. Gauge is not 
critical for this project.

SKILL LEVEL:
Intermediate.  

If you're new to entrelac and need a basic pattern to get started, you're in luck! I just 
started an easy scarf and thought it would make a great beginner entrelac project. I 
made up the instructions based on Eunny Jang's Beyond the Basics article on entrelac, 
so if you have that article, following the pattern will be a good exercise. 
You'll see I haven't finished the scarf, but it's such a quick knit I should be able to 
complete it before the weather changes here in the Northeast. Enjoy!
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Notes
•  This scarf is a great first entrelac project. You can 

use any chunky-weight yarn, or even go down to a 
worsted weight (for a narrower version). 

•  For a tutorial on working entrelac, see Eunny Jang’s 
Beyond the Basics article in the Spring 2007 issue of 
Interweave Knits. 

•  In this project, you will pick up stitches on both the 
right and wrong sides. You may need to practice pick-
ing up and purling stitches if you’re not used to this 
method.

•  When picking up stitches, use a half stitch or one full 
stitch selvedge. This means pick up your stitches 
from the bar in the middle of the first stitch along the 
selvedge, or in the trough between the first and sec-
ond stitches along the selvedge. Keeping your pick-
up locations consistent throughout the pick-up and 
throughout the project will ensure a neat look. 

BEGINNING SCARF:
Base Triangles:
Use the knitted method (see Glossary) 
to CO 24 sts. You want a loose CO for 
the beginning of the base triangles. 
Row 1: (RS) K2, turn work around, leav-

ing rem sts unworked. 
Row 2: (WS) P2, turn work around. 
Row 3: (RS) K3, turn work around.
Row 4: (WS) P3, turn work around. 
Row 5: K4, turn.
Row 6: P4, turn.
Row 7: K5, turn.
Row 8: P5, turn.
Row 9: K6, turn.
Row 10: P6, turn.
Row 11: K7, turn.
Row 12: P7, turn.
Row 13: K8, do not turn—first base triangle 

completed.
With RS still facing and 8 sts on right 
needle, rep Row 1 across next 2 sts on 
left needle. Work Rows 2-13—second 
base triangle completed. With RS still 

facing and 16 sts on right needle, work Row 1 across 
next 2 sts on left needle. Work Rows 2-13 once 
more—third base triangle completed; all 24 sts have 
been worked. 

Tier 1: (blocks with side triangles)
Turn work so WS is facing. You will start this tier with a 
triangle, then work 2 full right-slanting blocks, then end 
with another side triangle. When you work the p2tog’s 
on WS rows, you will be joining the side triangle with 
the sts of the base triangle below it. 
Row 1: (WS) P2, turn.
Row 2: (RS) K1, M1 (see Glossary), k1, turn.
Row 3: (WS) P2, p2tog, turn.
Row 4: (RS) K2, M1, k1, turn.
Row 5: P3, p2tog, turn.
Row 6: K3, M1, k1, turn.
Row 7: P4, p2tog, turn.
Row 8: K4, M1, k1, turn.
Row 9: P5, p2tog, turn.
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Row 10: K5, M1, k1, turn.
Row 11: P6, p2tog, turn.
Row 12: K6, M1, k1, turn.
Row 13: P7, p2tog, do not turn—first side triangle com-

pleted; 8 sts on right needle.  
With WS still facing, look at the base triangle now 
attached to the completed side triangle. The right-hand 
side of the base triangle is attached to the side triangle, 
while the left-hand side of the base triangle is free. You 
will now pick up sts along this left-hand edge of the 
base triangle. With WS still facing, starting at the tip 
of the base triangle and working down to the CO edge, 
evenly pick up and purl 8 sts down the selvedge of the 
base triangle (see Notes)—16 sts total on right needle 
and 16 sts on left needle. In the block you’re about to 
work, you will join the new picked-up sts with the sts 
of the middle base triangle with p2tog’s, just as you 
joined the side triangle to the first base triangle. Turn 
work so RS is facing.
Odd Rows 1-15: (RS) K8, turn.
Even Rows 2-14: (WS) P7, p2tog, turn. 
Row 16: (WS) P7, p2tog, do not turn—first block com-

pleted; 16 sts on right needle, 8 sts of last base tri-
angle on left needle.

With WS still facing, look at the middle base triangle. 
The first block is joined to the right-hand edge of the 
base triangle, while the left-hand edge of the base 
triangle is free. With WS still facing, starting at the tip 
of the base triangle and working down to the CO edge, 
evenly pick up and purl 8 sts down the selvedge of the 
base triangle—24 sts total on right needle and 8 sts on 
left needle. Turn work so RS is facing and work Rows 
1-16 as for first block—second block completed; 24 sts 
on right needle, no sts on left needle. It may look like 
this tier is complete, but you still need to work a second 
side triangle. With WS still facing, look at the last base 
triangle on the left-hand side. The second block is 
joined to its right-hand edge, while the left-hand edge 
of the base triangle is free. With WS still facing, starting 
at the tip of the base triangle and working down to 
the CO edge, evenly pick up and purl 8 sts down the 
selvedge of the base triangle—32 sts now on right 
needle. Turn work so RS is facing.

Row 1: (RS) K8, turn.
Row 2: (WS) P6, p2tog, turn.
Row 3: (RS) K7, turn.
Row 4: (WS) P5, p2tog, turn.
Row 5: K6, turn.
Row 6: P4, p2tog, turn.
Row 7: K5, turn.
Row 8: P3, p2tog, turn.
Row 9: K4, turn.
Row 10: P2, p2tog, turn.
Row 11: K3, turn.
Row 12: P1, p2tog, turn.
Row 13: K2, turn.
Row 14: P2tog, turn so RS is facing, slip 1 st from left 

needle to right needle—second side triangle com-
pleted; 25 sts total on needles. 

Tier 2: (all blocks, no side triangles)
Tier 1 created right-slanting blocks; Tier 2 will create 
left-slanting blocks (when viewed from the RS). With 
RS still facing, look at the side triangle just completed. 
Its left-hand edge is free. You will now pick up and knit 
sts along this selvedge. With RS still facing and 1 st on 
right needle, starting at tip of side triangle and working 
downwards, pick up and knit 7 sts along the selvedge of 
the side triangle—8 sts total on right needle (including 
1 st rem from side triangle). Turn so WS is facing.
Odd Rows 1-15: (WS) P8, turn.
Even Rows 2-14: (RS) K7, ssk (see Glossary), turn.
Row 16: (RS) K7, ssk, do not turn—first block completed; 

8 sts on right needle, 16 sts on left needle. 
**With RS still facing, look at the block below your 
needle tips, worked on Tier 1. The block you just 
completed is joined to the top of this block, while the 
left-hand edge of the block is free. You will now pick 
up and knit sts along this selvedge. With RS still facing, 
pick up and knit 8 sts along the block, from top to 
bottom. Turn so WS is facing. Work Rows 1-16 as for first 
block worked in Tier 2. Rep from ** for third block—24 
sts on right needle; all sts have been worked; 3 left-
slanting blocks. 
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BODY OF SCARF:
Turn so WS is facing. Rep Tier 1, picking up sts along 
blocks instead of base triangles. Then Rep Tier 2. This 
scarf alternates tiers of right-slanting blocks with side 
triangles and tiers of left-slanting blocks with no side 
triangles. As you work, you'll see that the side triangles 
on every other tier are necessary to create flush edges 
at either side of the scarf. If you did not work side 
triangles, your scarf would have zigzag edges. Work 
Tiers 1 and 2 until you reach 2" less than desired length 
and have several yards of yarn left. Work Tier 1 once 
more, to end with a tier with side triangles. 

ENDING SCARF:
Top Triangles: 
You must have ended with a Tier 1 to work the top 
triangles. With RS still facing and 1 st on right needle, 
pick up and knit 7 sts down the selvedge of the side 
triangle just completed—8 sts on right needle. Turn so 
WS is facing.
Row 1: (WS) P8, turn. 
Row 2: (RS) Ssk, k5, ssk, turn.
Row 3: (WS) P7, turn.
Row 4: (RS) Ssk, k4, ssk, turn.
Row 5: P6, turn.
Row 6: Ssk, k3, ssk, turn.
Row 7: P5, turn.
Row 8: Ssk, k2, ssk, turn.
Row 9: P4, turn.

Row 10: Ssk, k1, ssk, turn.
Row 11: P3, turn.
Row 12: Ssk, ssk, turn.
Row 13: P2, turn.
Row 14: K1, ssk, turn.
Row 15: P2, turn.
Row 16: Sl 1 kwise with yarn in back, ssk, pass slipped 

st over st rem from ssk, do not turn—first top tri-
angle completed; 1 st rem on right needle; 17 sts 
total rem. 

***With RS still facing and 1 st on right needle, pick up 
and knit 7 sts down the selvedge of the block below the 
needle tips. Turn so WS is facing. Work Rows 1-16 as for 
first top triangle. Rep from *** for third top triangle—1 
st rem. Break yarn and fasten off last st. 

FINISHING
Weave in ends. Block as desired and as appropriate 
for yarn. The scarf shown was not blocked. Blocking 
entrelac, especially pinning and ironing it, will flatten 
out its three-dimensional surface. Some people like the 
smooth, flat look of blocked entrelac; others like the 
puffed and quilted look of non-blocked entrelac. Decide 
which look you like best before you block your scarf. 
With time and wear, your scarf will naturally flatten out 
a bit. -

LISA SHROYER is the editor of Knitscene magazine, and 
senior project editor for Interweave Knits
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With left needle tip, lift strand between needles 
from front to back (Figure 1). Knit lifted loop 
through the back (Figure 2).

Figure 1 Figure 2

Left Slant (M1L)

With left needle tip, lift strand between needles 
from back to front (Figure 1). Knit lifted loop 
through the front (Figure 2).

Figure 1 Figure 2

Right Slant (M1R)

Raised (M1) IncreasesKnitted Cast-On
Place slipknot on left needle if there are no 
established stitches. *With right needle, knit into 
first stitch (or slipknot) on left needle (Figure 1) and 
place new stitch onto left needle (Figure 2). Repeat 
from *, always knitting into last stitch made.

Figure 2Figure 1

Slip two stitches knitwise 
one at a time (Figure 1). 
Insert point of  left needle 
into front of two slipped 
stitch es and knit them 
 together through back 
loops with right needle 
(Figure 2).

Figure 2

Figure 1
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