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Jennifer VanBenschoten, Beading Daily editor

I’m not sure who it was that first thought it might be a 
good idea to string some beads on yarn before crocheting 
with it, but whoever it was probably knew that they had 
stumbled onto something good. Bead crochet ropes are 
perfect for showing off your favorite art glass and ceramic 
beads, and making bead crochet jewelry is a fun way to 
show off your crochet skills! 

In bead crochet, the beads are strung on your yarn or 
fiber before starting to crochet. Bead crochet ropes are soft 
and supple, and can be used either on their own with some 
fancy cones or end caps or with your favorite handmade art 
glass and ceramic beads. Tapestry bead crochet results in a 
flat piece of crochet that has been studded with beads, and 
can be used to make cuff style bracelets, brooches, neck-
laces, pendants, or bags.

We’ve selected four of our favorite beading projects that 
use bead crochet to get you started with this wonderful 
beading technique!

•Make an easy bead crochet pin with Gwen Blakely Kin-
sler’s Mexican Motif bead crochet pattern. Use Japanese 
cylinder beads and your favorite pearl cotton to create this 
bright and beautiful pin with bead crochet.

•Beaded amulet bags will never go out of style, and  
Geraldine M. Rooke’s Tapestry Crochet Amulet Bag looks 
just as stylish now as it would have ten years ago! The bold 
patterns of this bead crocheted amulet bag makes a beautiful 
pendant – and a handy place to stash your bead money.

•Next, learn a new bead crochet technique with Lydia Borin’s 
swag bead crochet tutorial and fun Swag Me bead crochet bracelet. 
You’ll love the feeling of this beaded breacelet – it’s a party for 
your wrist in bead crochet!

•If you love to make bead crochet ropes, you’ll love the article 
by Mary Libby Neiman, Lariats: Tie One On. You’ll discover seven 
creative ways to show off your bead crochet ropes with these fun 
and fancy ideas for how to wear your favorite bead crochet ropes. 

Finally, take a look at two of our favorite bead crochet blogs 
about ways to get started with bead crochet! Learn two ways to 
start your bead crochet ropes, and check out Jean Campbell’s 
easy advice for getting started with bead crochet. 

Whether you like to make long, undulating ropes of bead crochet 
or you prefer the technique of tapestry bead crochet, you’ll find 
something in our bead crochet eBook to get you crocheting with 
beads.

Bead Happy,

Learn How to Bead Crochet Jewelry: 

4 Free Bead Crochet Patterns
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Mexican Motif
G w e n  B l a k e ly  k i n s l e r

The pattern for this pin was inspired by designs seen  
in Mexico and throughout the Southwest. Begin by 

stitching the central motif, then edge it with a row of 
stitches. Finish by adding a set of active fringe before 

attaching it to the pin. If you don’t have a pin with  
loops along the bottom, you may attach the beadwork  

to a pin bar by stitching all along the top row.

Materials
Delicas, one tube each of cranberry 
(654),  
sienna (794), vermilion (795), black 
(310),  
and bone (208)
5 size 8° accent beads
DMC pearl cotton #8, color 815
Beading thread in color to complement 
beads
20-gauge wire or 5 small charms
Four-looped pin finding

NotioNs
round-nose pliers
Flat-nose pliers
wire cutters
Twisted wire bead needle
size 9 steel crochet hook
Beading needle

abbreviatioNs
ch: chain(s)
sl st: slip stitch
sc: single crochet
reverse sc: single crochet from left to 
right
yo: yarn over
bbsc: insert hook into chain or stitch, 
yo, pull up a loop; pull bead close to 
stitch; yo, pull through both loops on 
hook to finish sc.
fbsc: insert hook into st from behind 
the thread; pull bead down in front of 
hook; hook thread from top and pull 
through stitch; yo and finish sc.
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Note: These instructions assume a basic knowledge of bead crochet.

step 1: String the Delicas onto the pearl cotton 
according to the graph beginning at the bottom right.

step 2: Crochet the central motif as follows.
Foundation row: Ch 21.
Row 1: Bbsc in 2nd ch from hook and each ch 

across. (20 bbsc)
Row 2: Fbsc in first bbsc and each bbsc across. 

(20 fbsc)
Row 3: Bbsc in first fbsc and each fbsc across.  

(20 bbsc)
Rows 4–22: Repeat Rows 2 and 3 alternately.
step 3: With the front of the crochet facing 

you, attach the pearl cotton with sl st to the upper 
left corner. Sc in each row along the left side; sc in 
each bsc along the bottom; sc in each row along the 
right side; do not turn; ch 1; reverse sc back to the 
upper left corner. Fasten off.

finishing

step 4: Make 5 wire dangles. Do so by using 
the wire to create a small spiral with the flat-nose 
pliers, stringing 1 size 8°, and finishing with a hang-
man’s noose loop (see “Stitches,” page 96). You can 
also make dangles with just spirals and a loop or 
with a seed bead and a loop.

step 5: Use the beading needle to attach 1 yd of 
beading thread to the lower left corner. * String 12  
Delicas, 1 bead dangle, and 12 Delicas. Pass through the 
next stitch along the bottom edge of crochet. Weave 
through 3–4 stitches and repeat from *. Repeat to work 
a total of 5 fringe loops. Pass back through the fringe for 
strength. End the thread and trim close to the work.

step 6: Attach the beadwork to the pin finding. 
With the crochet and finding facing you, attach a length 
of pearl cotton to the upper right corner of the crochet 
using a sl st. Sc in the same stitch; sc in the next stitch 
and the loop on the finding, sc in the next 5 sc; sc in the 
next stitch and the next loop on the finding; sc in the 
next 4 sc; sc in the next stitch and the next loop on the 
finding; sc in the next 5 sc; sc in the next stitch and the 
next loop on the finding; sc in the last sc. Fasten off. 
Weave in ends.

resource for pin: rishashay; (800) 517-3311.

Gwen Blakely Kinsler lives in Rolling Meadows, Illinois. She is inspired by 

the Southwest and even teaches crochet in Mexico. You may contact her 

at crochetkween@aol.com.
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Tapestry Crochet Amulet Bag 
G e r a l D i n e  M .  r o o k e

Materials
1 ball no. 8 pearl cotton or 
no. 20 cotton crochet thread
Two 6" tubes of size 11° 
Japanese seed beads in two 
colors
60 size 8° beads
57 wood 4mm or cube beads
20 wood 1⁄2" beads
8 wood 1" beads
size D beading thread
26" of soft Flex .014 beading 
wire
2 crimp beads

NotioNs
size 10 or 1.15mm steel cro-
chet hook
Twisted wire needle
size 10 beading needle
Beading tray
small tapestry needles
scissors
Tape measure
needle-nose pliers
Fast drying glue
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step 1: Choose a pattern. Both the 
bags use the same number of stitches 
so the crocheting directions are the 
same. Use the twisted needle to string 
the beads in the sequence shown on 
the chart (page 30). Start at the top, 
stringing from right to left twice for 
each row (bags have a pattern on both 
sides). Count carefully because a mis-
take cannot be corrected after the cro-
cheting starts.

step 2: Loosely chain 50. Join with 
a slip stitch to form a circle, making 
certain that the chain is not twisted.

Row 1: Chain 1, single crochet into 
the previous row’s slip stitch and in 
every stitch around (50 single crochet). 
Slip-stitch into first single crochet of 
previous row.

Row 2: Repeat Row 1.
Row 3 and on: Chain 1, single cro-

chet with a bead in the previous row’s 

slip stitch and in each single crochet 
around (50 beads). Finish the row with 
a slip stitch into the single crochet at 
the beginning of the row.

Repeat for the number of rows on 
the chart, using up all the beads.

The beads are on the back of the 
work, so after 2 or 3 rows of beads, 
turn the work and work from the 
inside.

Note: Here is an alternate stitching 
sequence to avoid twisting the chain.

Row 1: Chain 51 and single crochet 
in the second chain from the hook. 
Single crochet in every stitch to the end 
(50 stitches).

Row 2: Chain 1 and turn. Single 
crochet in each stitch to the end.

Row 3: Repeat Row 2.
Row 4: Slip-stitch in the first single 

crochet of the previous row. Chain 1 
and single crochet in the same stitch as 

the slip stitch and in each stitch to the 
end.

Repeat Row 4, adding a bead in each 
single crochet.

step 3: Use a small tapestry needle 
and weave the tail threads into the back 
of the work.

step 4: Finish the bottom by fold-
ing the plain crochet rows to the inside 
and using matching thread to slip-stitch 
the edges together. Use beading thread 
and a beading needle to trim the bot-
tom with fringe. Thread a needle with 
beading thread and attach it to the bot-
tom, hiding the knot inside the bag. 
String 1 size 8°, 1 cube, 1 size 8° and so 
on, and 1 size 11°. Pass back through all 
but the last size 11° and stitch into the 
bag, exiting 1⁄2" to the right and repeat. 
Tie off the thread inside the bag.

step 5: Pass one end of the Soft 
Flex into one side of the bag at the top, 
from the outside to the inside. String 1 
crimp bead and 1 seed bead. Pass back 
through the crimp bead, crimp it with 
the pliers, and trim the tail near the 
crimp bead. String a variety of beads as 
it pleases you for 24". Pass the other end 
of the wire through the purse and crimp 
as before. Use a drop of fast drying glue 
around the wire to prevent its pulling 
through.

step 6: Block the bag. Use a strong 
thread and a tapestry needle to stitch 
along the side folds and pin with stain-
less steel pins to a plastic-covered 
board. Lay a heavy, wet washcloth over 
the bag for 1 to 2 hours. Remove the 
cloth and let dry—may take a day or 
two.

Geraldine M. Rooke started designing as a young girl 

making doll clothes. She is always seeking new 

knowledge and enjoys sharing her information 

through teaching. Gerry currently resides in Saska-

toon, Saskatchewan, Canada.

Insert the hook into a stitch, yarn over hook and draw a loop 

through stitch, yarn over hook (Figure 1) and draw it through 

both loops on hook (Figure 2).

Figure 2

S i n g l e  C r o c h e t

S l i p - S t i t c h  C r o c h e t

Insert hook into stitch, yarn over 

hook and draw loop through stitch 

and through loop on hook.

C r o c h e t  C h a i n

Make a slipknot on hook. Yarn over hook and 

draw it through loop of the slipknot. Repeat, 

drawing yarn through the last loop formed.

Insert the hook into the back 

of the stitch, put the yarn over 

the hook and draw a loop 

through—you now have two 

loops on the hook. Slide a 

bead up to the loops, wrap yarn over the hook, and draw the 

yarn through the loops. The bead will be fixed to the back 

side of the crocheted work.

S i n g l e  C r o c h e t  w i t h  b e a d
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Bead Crochet Swag Stitch
ly D i a  B o r i n 

T h e r e s a  G r a n D s Ta F F,  T e C h  a D v i s o r

general instructions
Bead Single Crochet: Place the hook 

in the stitch. Pull up a strung bead next 
to the hook, put the yarn over the hook, 
pulling up a loop and capturing the 
bead. Then put the yarn over again, 
bringing the hook through both loops 
on the hook to complete the sc stitch.

Bead Slip Stitch: Place the hook in 
the stitch. Pull up a strung bead next 
to the hook, put the yarn over the 
hook and then bring the hook through 
both loops on the hook.

Bead Loop: Follow the instructions 
for a single crochet or slip stitch, pull-
ing many beads up on the hook 
instead of just one bead.

Keep bead loops taut when you 
yarn over behind them so no extra 
thread hangs between the beads on the 
loop and the piece you are working. 
The number at the end of the rows/
rnds is the total number of stitches/
loops of beads in that row or rnd.

Materials
size 11° Czech seed beads: red cop-
per-lined (C1), copper gray-lined (C2)
Japanese Delicas: lined wine aB, #061 
(C1), transparent brown luster #122 
(C2)
yli Jeans stitch thread: brown #4, C1 
sample, cranberry #3, C2 sample
(equivalent DMC Cebelia #30 or #12 
Pearl Cotton)

NotioNs
Medium size twisted flexible wire 
needle
size 7/1.30mm to 9/1.40mm steel hook
sewing or embroidery needle
scissors swag stitch chain Building

For rows or rnds. In these particular 
samples, a ch5 provides the height 
required to reach the sixth and seventh 
bead in a loop and is joined at the end of 
the round with the hook front to back so 
the chains do not show in front. The ch5 
should set straight from the beg point to 
the placement  between the bead loop 
center.

swag stitch, circular flat 
worked in rounds

Notes: Take hook under both stitch 
halves for Rnd 2 and under the back half 
of the stitch for rnds 3 through 6. For 
Rnd 4: Each ch of ch3 works into the 
prev ch, then connects to the next bead 
loop with a sl st. For Rnd 6: Same as Rnd 
4; however, a bead is included in each ch 
for embellishment.

Rnd 1: Ch7 and join with sl st to form 
a ring. (7chs) Ch1. Work 15 sc into the 
ring and join with a sl st (15 sts).

Rnd 2: Ch2. 2dc in each st around and 
join to beg top ch2. Count ch2 (31 sts).

Rnd 3: Ch1. *1bsc (12 blp) in 1 st, 1sc 
in next st, rep from * join with sl st to 
beg ch (15 blps).

Rnd 4: Ch5. *1sc between the sixth 
and seventh beads of bead loop, ch3 
rep from * around, join with sl st to 
beg top ch5 with hook worked front 
to back (60 sts).

Rnd 5: Ch1. *1bsc (12 blp) in 1 st, 
1sc in next st, rep from * and join to 
beg ch (30 blps).

Rnd 6: Ch5. *1sc between the sixth 
and seventh beads of bead loop, 2bch 
rep from *, join with sl st to beg top 
ch5 with hook worked front to back. 
(90 sts) Fasten off. There should be 
two rnds of lp bead stitches in the 
piece. The last rnd should have 1 bead 
worked into each of the 2 ch between 
the lp stitches.

Swag Stitch, Flat Rows
Note: Take hook under back half of 

stitch in each row.
Row 1: Ch25 across, T, begin in sec-

ond ch from hook *1bss (12 blp) in 1 
st, 1 sl st in next st,* rep from *, end 
with thread sl st. (24 sts, 12 lps of 
beads between thread sl sts across).
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Row 2: Ch5, T, with hook worked front to back, 
*1 sl st between the sixth and seventh bead of 
bead lp, ch1, rep from * end with ch1 (24 sts) 
(After a sl st is completed between each bead lp 
center, a ch 1 is connected to that sl st.)

Row 3: Ch1, T, begin in the second ch from hook. 
*1bss (12 blp) in 1 st, 1 sl st in next st, rep from *, 
end with sl st (24 sts).

Rows 4–8: Rep Rows 2 and 3, alternating, ending 
with rep of Row 2.

Fasten off and stitch in loose thread. There 
should be four rows of bead lp between five rows of 
thread stitches when counting beg chains. If you 
were making longer bead lp such as 24, you would 
need more ch, such as ch10 or ch12. Experiment 
with long lp and short lp for the required number 
of ch to step up to the next bead lp center.

ResouRces
Check your local bead shop or contact: oval chain and Lucite rounds: chelsea’s Beads, (847) 433-3451, www.chelseasbeads.com. Round 
chain, jump rings, and wire: FusionBeads.com, (888) 781-3559. Head pins: Rishashay, (800) 517-3311, www.rishashay.com. Vintage fin-
ished dangles: The Whole Bead shop, (800) 796-5350, www.wholebeadshop.com. clear rounds: Aloha Bead co., (808) 579-9709.

Experience Beading Daily in a whole   new way with the FREE 
mobile app for your iPhone, iPod Touch, or iPad*.  

With a swipe of your finger,  
you’ll have access to:
•  New beading techniques 
•  Jewelry-making how-to videos 
•  Loads of free beading projects

Get your FREE Beading Daily app at
www.beadingdaily.com/free-app

*Apple, iPad, iPhone, iPod touch, and iTunes are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S.  
and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Non-US residents: if the above  
link does not work for you, feel free to browse our selection of Apps from within the Apple App  
Store itself by searching for “Interweave”.
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Swag Me Bracelet

Materials
Two hanks 11° Czech seed beads, 1 
color or color mix
yli Jean stitch, Cebelia #30 or DMC 
#12 pearl cotton
1mm rainbow elastic or equivalent
notions
Medium-sized twisted flexible wire 
needle
size 7/1.30mm to 9/1.40mm steel hook
sewing or embroidery needle
scissors
stole/weaving 5" needle or #14 tapes-
try needle.
Bead spinner (optional)
small button pin or safety pin

staNdard aMericaN  
abbreviatioNs

b = any stitch with beads included
blp = any stitch that includes more 
than one bead in that stitch
ch = chain stitch
lp(s) = loop(s)
rep = repeat
sc = single crochet stitch
sl st = slip stitch
st(s) = stitch(es)

This bracelet is worked in bead lp 
groups using alternating rounds to form 
the lp and the following round to join 
them. Ten bead lps are made in a rnd, 20 
beads in each bead lp. These bead lps are 
joined in the next rnd with a single cro-
chet at the center of each bead lp 
between the tenth and eleventh beads. 
Each bead lp group is built on the last 
group and looks like squatty little beads. 
Each time a bead lp group is finished and 
that rnd joined, chains are required to 
beg the next rnd, place the hook high 
enough to reach the top center of each 
bead loop. Larger seed beads may require 
6 or 7 chains instead of 5. Every round 
will consist of 10 stitches, one rnd with 
bead lp added, the next round with the 
bead lp attached at the lp centers.

Gauge: 7" to 71⁄2" is the average brace-
let length. A total of 24 bead lp groups is a 
good length for full fluffy bracelets. One 
bead lp group = 10 bead lps, 240 beads in 
one rnd.

Bracelet
Rnd 1: String 11⁄2 to 2 yards of beads 

using twisted a wire needle. ch10 and join 
to form a ring, leaving a 3" tail to stitch 
back in or carry the thread. Work 1 sl st 
in each stitch around.

Rnd 2: Ch1. *1bsc (20blp) in each 
st around,* rep from* and join with 
sl st to beg ch.

Rnd 3: Ch5.*1sc between the 
tenth and eleventh beads of each 
blp around,* rep from* and join 
with sl st to beg top ch5 with hook 
worked from front to back.

Rnds 4 and on: Rep Rnds 2 and 3, 
alternating, for desired bracelet 
length. Work the last rnd with 1 sl 
st in each stitch around and fasten 
off leaving a 3" tail.

elastic thread core
Thread doubled elastic through 

the bracelet, tie together to fit your 
wrist, cut off excess elastic, then 
stitch the bracelet closed.

Lydia Borin is the Beadwrangler. She encourages 

you not only to make a book of samplers for your-

self, but to donate one to your local museum to 

spread the word! Find out more about the Beaded 

Sampler Project on Lydia’s monster fiber website 

www.bead wrangler.com.

resource for elastic
7echoes.com or call (888) 235-0375.
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half hitch knot
This knot, when snugged in, 

allows the lariat to be worn with 
the knot offset to the side, one-
third to one-half of the way 
between the front and back.

step 1: Fold the cord in half.
step 2: Fold the folded end 

under itself.
step 3: Fold again to stack the 

two loops.
step 4: Pass the ends of the 

cord through the stacked loops.
step 5: Pull tight and slide the 

half hitch to your desired position.

half hitch with donut
step 1: Slide a large-holed 

donut onto the doubled cord.
     step 2: Tie a half hitch.
step 3: Slide the donut down 

to cover the knot and thread the 
ends through from back to front.

Half hitch

Half hitch with donut

From a long flapper necklace to a French sautoir, the romantic lariat is a piece of 
jewelry that exudes charm. The word lariat is derived from Spanish and means to 
retie or readjust. An active evening wearing a lariat can mean a lot of doing just 

that. How you tie a lariat can influence its effect. The highlight of special beads and 
other findings at the end of a lariat can be very flattering when the lariat is worn 
short and close to the face. The weight of large lariats is borne with greater ease 
when the lariat is held in a double wrap and tie. Some of the methods shown for 

tying or knotting are simple and work with a variety of lariats, from slim strands of 
beads to more dimensional bead-crochet ropes. Some knots work better with certain 

lengths and styles. Experiment. Practice. Play.

Lariats: Tie One On
M a ry  l i B B y  n e i M a n
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A few knots

Many knots

Many knots
This technique works well with a slim lariat.
step 1: Tie 5–7 loose overhand knots in the 

middle third of the lariat. Place the knotted section 
at the front, across your neck. Wrap the ends around 
the back and bring them to the front. As you bring 
each end around, pass it through the knots.

step 2: Bring both ends through the middle 
knot and tighten. A small elastic band may be placed 
on the ends of the lariat to help secure it.

a few knots
This technique works well with thick lariats.
step 1: Tie 3 well-spaced knots in the center 

third of the lariat. Place the knotted section at the 
front, across your neck. Wrap the ends around the 
back and bring them to the front. As you bring 
each end around, pass each one through a knot.

step 2: Bring both ends through the middle 
knot and tighten. Once the knot is tied, the center 
may be worn at the front of the neck or off-set 
with the ends trailing down the side.
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douBle square knot

step 1: Place the center of the lariat in front of 
the neck. Wrap both ends around the back of the 
neck and bring to the front.

step 2: Tie a square knot with the ends and 
include the center of the lariat within the knot. 
Knotting around the upper strand will keep the 
doubled lariat together so that one strand can not 
tighten if the knotted portion weighs the lariat 
down.

ponytail

step 1: Cut a piece of clear elastic cord (like 
Stretch Magic) that will wrap around both ends of 
the lariat plus 1⁄2". String 2 size 6° seed beads and tie 
the elastic in a circle.

step 2: Pass both ends of the lariat through the 
elas-tic loop with the beads on the back side. The 
elastic should recede into the lariat; the beads should 
not be seen and are there just to help remove the 
elastic.

Double square 

knot

Ponytail
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Elastic toggle

Detail of 
elastic toggle

elastic toggle

step 1: Choose a toggle bar that has finials on 
each end—a bar without these little knobs will allow 
the elastic to slide off. Using 11⁄2" of clear elastic, 
string the toggle bar, 1" of small beads, and 2 size 
6°s. Tie a square knot at the ends of the elastic.

step 2: Place the toggle bar across the lariat 
about 3" to 6" from the ends. Hold the bar against 
the lar-iat while you pull the beaded elastic between 
the ends and up onto each side of the bar. Keep the 
2 size 6°s to the back and arrange the small beads to 
cover the elastic at the ends of the bars.

Mary Libby Neiman keeps busy designing textile and beading  

products while running her business On The Surface. She may  

be contacted at marylibby@onsurface.com.
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Bead Crochet - How Do You Start 
Your Bead Crochet Ropes?

J e n n i F e r  va n B e n s C h o T e n

Making bead crochet ropes was 
one of those things that I struggled 
with mightily until I had one of those 
"a-ha!" moments. Lucky for me, my 
mom was an expert knit and crochet 
artist, and even though she lived 2,000 
miles away she talked me through a 
lot of bead crochet problems over the 
phone. Then earlier this year I redis-
covered how much fun bead crochet 
ropes are to make, especially when 
accented by a fabulous handmade 
ceramic slide like the ones I got from 
Marsha Hedrick of Amazing Porcelain 
Fantasies!

While I was experimenting with 
different kinds of bead crochet ropes, I 
found two ways to start your ropes: 
either with a set of beads that are 
slipped stitch into the initial ring, or 
with a plain ring made of single cro-
chet that has the beads added starting 
in the second round. Here's how to do 
each one:

The easiest way to being your bead 
crochet ropes is to make a simple 
chain of single crochet. Use slip stitch 
to join the chain into a ring.

  

To add beads in the second round, 
insert the hook through the top loop 
only in the ring. Slide a bead down to 
the crochet hook, wrap the yarn 
around the hook (yarn over) and then 
pull through the loop, leaving the 
bead on the outside of the ring.

Personally, I prefer to start my 
bead crochet loops by adding beads in 
each of the first single crochets for the 
initial round, like this:

Slide a bead down to your crochet 
hook. Holding the bead with your 
thumb against the hook, make a yarn 
over and pull through the first loop, 
keeping the bead on the outside of the 
stitch.

  

Add beads in each stitch of the ini-
tial chain. When you make the slip 
stitch to join it into a ring, make sure 
that you add a bead to that stitch, too!

If you're new to bead crochet ropes, 
you can make it easier to learn by 
using a larger crochet hook and beads 
on a thicker cotton thread. In these 
photos, I've used size 6 seed beads 
with a size 00 hook on some heavy 
weight cotton thread. Using a light 
colored thread will also make it easier 
to see your stitches so you know 
where to go next!
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Learn Bead Crochet in 7 Easy Steps
J e a n  C a M PB el l

I can't honestly say I'm a fuzzy-
fibers aficionado. Oh, I've learned to 
knit and I've attempted crochet, but 
for some reason, I haven't been able to 
wrap my heart around anything but a 
needle and thread. But you know 
what? I recently put my hands on a 
book called The Beaded Edge by 
Midori Nishida, and I think I need to 
get over this goofy block of mine. The 
designs in this book, which are pri-
marily crocheted edges and trims, are 
so delicious that I found myself rum-
maging around for my size 5 crochet 
hook and some thick thread. These 
crocheted trims are beautifully 
beaded, reminding me of the opulence 
of an Indian wedding ensemble or the 
embellishment on an antique bag 
from Pakistan. They are truly gor-
geous. The projects are clearly shown 
with step-by-step photographs, and 
just about every embellishment is 
shown on a "real" piece of clothing or 
is made up as a piece of jewelry.

So yes, this is a good book. So good, 
in fact, that I decided to get over 
myself, sit down, and once again 
attempt bead crochet. As I mentioned, 
I'm not an expert at this, just a rank 
beginner. But maybe you are, too? If 
so, maybe you'd like to try this little 
technique I found in The Beaded 
Edge? It's really just the beginning of a 
more elaborate design, but I thought 
making this little loop fringe might be 
a good start for me:

step 1: String a bunch of size 8° 
seed beads on size FF beading thread 
without cutting the thread from the 
spool. Be sure to string them in sets of 
6 for this edging.

step 2:Create a slip knot at the 
end of your thread, then use a size 5 
steel crochet hook to form a chain of 6 
or so slip stitches to begin the chain. 
To do this simple chain, yarn over 
your hook then pull through the loop 
on your hook; repeat until you have 
the desired length. (It helped me to 
use the very easy illustrations in the 
book to learn how to make this chain; 
not the cleanest chain, but I'm learning!)

step 3: Slide 6 of the seed beads 
down to the crocheted chain.

step 4: Form another slip stitch, 
tightening the thread so the seed 
beads form a loop.

step 5:Form 6 more straight-on 
slip stitches and pull 6 more beads 
down to the chain.

step 6: Repeat Step 4 to form 
another loop.

step 7: Form 6 more slip stitches 
to prepare for your next loop. Repeat 
Steps 6 and 7 to the desired length.

You could sew this edge to a piece 
of clothing or a purse or make a long 
chain for tying around your wrist or 
neck. So pretty!


