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This bag is so quick and easy that if you 
start it today, you can use it tomorrow. 
Less than 200 yards of any worsted weight, 
�00% wool yarn is needed for this project, 
making it a prime candidate for using up 
leftovers. Keep in mind that the bag is knit 
on needles two to three sizes larger than 
that which would be recommended for a 
sweater in the same yarn. The finished 
bag is meant to be held by the handle or 
fit snugly under the arm if thrown over a 
shoulder—or, make a longer handle to suit 
your own personal style. Instructions for 
making the needle-felted closure are in the 
2007 issue of Interweave Felt magazine.

FinisheD size:
About 4�⁄2” high, �0” long and 2” deep, with a �4” handle.

Yarn:
Manos Del Uruguay (�00% wool, �00g): #6� pink, 2 skeins.

neeDles:
Size �0�⁄2: 29” circular.

notions:
Two stitch holders; button for closure.

sKill level:
Easy. 

Design by amanda Berka

amanda’s squatty sidekick
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Note
When working back and forth in rows in Stockinette 
stitch (knit right-side rows, purl wrong-side rows), slip 
the first stitch of each row knitwise. This will form a neat, 
“chain” edge.

Bottom oF Bag:
CO �5 sts. Working back and forth in rows, work 60 
rows in St st, slipping the first st of each row kwise 
(see Note)—�5 sts on the needle, with 30 slipped sts 
forming a “chain” edge along each side of piece.

BoDY:
Pick up and knit 30 sts along the first side (one st for 
each “chain” st slong the edge), pick up and knit �5 
sts along the cast-on edge, then pick up and knit 30 
sts along the second side, join to work in rnds—90 
sts.
Rnds 1–4: Knit.
Rnd 5: K7, M�, k�, M�, k44, M�, k�, M�, k to end of 

rnd—4 sts inc’d; 94 sts.
Rnds 6 and 7: Knit.
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Rnd 8: K8, M�, k�, M�, k46, M�, k�, M�, k to end of 
rnd—4 sts inc’d; 98 sts.

Rnds 9 and 10: Knit.
Rnd 11: K9, M�, k�, M�, k48, M�, k�, M�, k to end of 

rnd—4 sts inc’d; �02 sts.
Rnds 12–26: Knit.
Rnd 27: K8, ssk, k�, k2tog, k46, ssk, k�, k2tog, k to 

end—4 sts dec’d; 98 sts.
Rnds 28–31: Knit.
Rnd 32: K7, ssk, k�, k2tog, k44, ssk, k�, k2tog, k to 

end—4 sts dec’d; 94 sts.
Rnds 33 and 34: Knit.
Rnd 35: K6, ssk, k�, k2tog, k42, ssk, k�, ktog, k to end—4 

sts dec’d; 90 sts.
Rnds 36 and 37: Knit.
Rnd 38: K5, ssk, k�, k2tog, k40, ssk, k�, k2tog, k to 

end—4 sts dec’d; 86 sts.
Rnds 39 and 40: Knit.
Rnd 41: K�3 (first end of handle), BO next 30 sts (front 

edge of bag opening), k�3 (second end of handle), 
place �3 handle sts just worked on holder, BO next 
8 sts (first side of back edge of opening), k�4 (flap), 
place the �4 flap sts just worked on another holder, BO 
last 8 sts (other side of back edge of opening), knit 
across first �3 sts of rnd again, turn to work handle sts 
back and forth in rows.

hanDle:
Row 1: (WS) Purl, slipping the first st kwise (see Note)—

�3 handle sts.
Rows 2–11: Work �0 rows in St st, ending with a WS row.
Row 12: (RS) Sl �, ssk, k7, k2tog, k�—2 sts dec’d; �� 

sts.
Rows 13–23: Work �� rows in St st, ending with a WS 

row.
Row 24: (RS) Sl �, ssk, k5, k2tog, k�—2 sts dec’d; 9 sts.
Rows 25–27: Work 3 rows in St st.
Row 28: Sl �, ssk, k3, k2tog, k�—2 sts dec’d; 7 sts.
Rows 29 and 30: Work 2 rows in St st.
Work 3” of I-cord on the rem 7 sts; turn to work in rows.
Row 1: (WS) Sl �, p6—7 sts.
Row 2: (RS) Sl �, M�, k5, M�, k�—2 sts inc’d; 9 sts.
Rows 3–5: Work 3 rows in St st.
Row 6: Sl �, M�, k7, M�, k�—2 sts inc’d; �� sts.
Rows 7–17: Work �� rows in St st.
Row 18: Sl �, M�, k9, M�, k�—2 sts inc’d; �3 sts.

Rows 19–29: Work �� rows in St st.
Break yarn and using the Kitchener stitch, graft handle sts 
just worked to �3 sts on the opposite stitch holder.

Closure:
Join yarn to the rem �4 sts (for flap) on the last stitch 
holder.
Rows 1–6: Work 6 rows in St st, ending with a WS row.
Row 7: (RS) Sl �, ssk, k8, k2tog, k�—2 sts dec’d; �2 sts.
Rows 8–10: Work 3 rows in St st.
Row 11: Sl �, ssk, k6, k2tog, k�—2 sts dec’d; �0 sts.
Rows 12–14: Work 3 rows in St st.
Row 15: Sl �, ssk, k4, k2tog, k�—2 sts dec’d; 8 sts.
Row 16: Sl �, p7.
Next: K4, then work I-cord on these four sts only for 3”, 
placing rem 4 sts on a holder. Graft the end of the 4-st  
I-cord to the rem 4 sts, forming a loop, being careful not 
to twist the cord when joining.

Finishing:
Weave in ends before felting. At this stage the purse 
won’t have very much shape or stability. To felt the purse, 
wash it in hot water, with high agitation. If desired add 
old towels or jeans to the machine load for added friction. 
The purse may also be placed inside of a lingerie bag or 
zippered pillow case to avoid bits of wool all over the 
inside of your machine. Note that for very long handles or 
straps, there is a risk of them becoming entangled with 
the agitator if the bag is not placed inside a pillow- or 
lingerie case. Be sure to check the purse size frequently 
and remove promptly after it has shrunk to the desired 
size. Depending on fiber choice and water temperature, 
felting could take a matter of a few minutes or nearly an 
hour. Do not allow the purse to remain in the machine 
for a full spin cycle as it may become irreversibly creased. 
After removing, pull or tug into shape and allow to dry. 
To help speed the drying process, or in humid areas where  
it could mold before drying, consider a no heat dryer 
setting, or place the purse in front of an electric fan. 
After the purse has dried, sew on the button, front and 
center, and fasten flap. -

amanDa BerKa escaped the life of a cube- 
dwelling electrical engineer in favor of the life 
of a fiber fanatic. She is the assistant editor for 
Spin•Off magazine.
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