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Who would have thought that you can do so many things 
with just a spool of wire and a couple of pairs of jewelry-mak-
ing pliers? Wire jewelry is one of those jewelry-making tech-
niques that you can use to create just about anything, from 
necklaces and pendants to bracelets, rings, and earrings. 
It’s easy to learn how to make wire jewelry using just a few 
basic techniques. Once you’ve mastered skills like making 
wrapped loops and simple loops, you can move on to things 
like making wire coils and even making your own wire jew-
elry findings, all with the same basic skills!

Because we love wire jewelry making so much, we’ve fresh-
ened up our free wire jewelry eBook for you by adding four 
great new wire jewelry making projects:
• Lori Anderson’s Tribal Curves earrings are a beautiful, simple 

way to make ethnic style wire jewelry.
• Leather is all the rage in jewelry making these days, but Jodi 

Bombardier’s Leather Loops bracelet is a piece of wire jewelry 
that will never go out of style. 

• If you’re into mixing crystals with wire, Susan Olivio’s Nicole 
Earrings pack plenty of sparkling punch! 

• For a unique twist on wire jewelry, try Diamonte Locks by 
Alyn Shafqat and learn how to mix wire with fibers and a 
crystal stone for a beautiful, modern pendant.

In addition to two other original wire jewelry projects:
• Cerulean Falls, by Danielle Fox, requires easy wrapped loops 

and jump rings for sweet and stylish results.
• Gypsy Wire Bangle by wire jewelry master Janice Berkebile 

will teach you how to create a custom wire bracelet covered 
with wire coils for a free-spirited look you’ll want to wear 
every day!

We’ve also included two of our most popular wire jewelry 
making blogs from Beading Daily, with great information 
about using wire for beginners.
So grab your wire and your favorite jewelry-making tools and 
supplies and settle in for some great wire jewelry fun! Enjoy!
Bead Happy,
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Tribal Curves
Sterling earrings with handmade earwires.

L o r i  a n d e r s o n

Tools & suppliEs
20-gauge dead soft sterling wire, 

14"
24-gauge dead soft sterling wire, 

12"
8mm charms or beads, 2
Fine steel wool (optional)
Liver-of-sulfur (optional)
Flush cutters
round nose pliers 
Chain nose pliers
Marker or large knitting needle
Hammer 
Bench block
Torch (optional)
Metal file

Photo of finished piece by Jim 
lawson, all other photos courtesy of 
the author.

These earrings incorporate simple wirework to 
create a pair of earrings in no time! The coil design 

elements tie the two pieces together visually.

Wire TiPs
•  use crimping pliers to squeeze the coiled 

wire ends snugly.
•  to help maintain symmetry, make all the 

loops and curves with both pieces of wire at 
the same time.

•  for an alternative to balled ends, hammer the 
ends of the ear wires in paddles.
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1) Cut the 20g wire into two 3" pieces 
and two 4" pieces. Using a torch, ball 
up the ends of the 3" pieces of wire. 
Be sure to use proper safety precau-
tions for the torch. Quench the wire 
in water before handling.  Hammer 
the balls gently to flatten them. 
Remove fire scale using fine steel 
wool.

2) Leave a few millimeters from the 
flattened head and make a large 
hook with the fattest part of the jaws 
of the round nose pliers. Tweak the 
flattened end so it flares outward. 
Repeat on the other wire. 

3) Make a bend with the round nose 
pliers about 20mm from the bottom 
of the wire. Repeat on the other wire. 
Make sure the ends of the earwires 
are flush cut, and gently file to 
remove any rough edges. 

4) Leaving a few inches, wind a 4" 
piece of 24g wire around the earwire, 
below the flattened head securing the 
two wires together. After a few wraps, 
stop, and wind the shorter, lead wire 
end above the flat head around  the 
single earwire. Stop after a few wraps, 
and cut the wires. Pinch in the ends. 
Repeat for the other earwire. 

5) Using the fattest part of the jaws 
on the round nose pliers, make loops 
on the ends of the  4" pieces of 20g 
wire. Using a marker or large knit-
ting needle as a mandrel, create a 
large curve in the wire.  

6) Make another smaller loop at the 
other ends of the wires and make 
sure the second side is shorter than 
the first side. Hammer for texture.

7) Using a 6" piece of  24g wire, start 
winding around the straight part 
of the curve. When you like the way 
it looks, stop and cut.  Pinch in the 
wire ends. Repeat for the other ear-
ring. 

8) Open the larger loops, and add the 
earwires. Close the loops. Open the 
small loops, and add the charms or 
beads. Close the loops. If you wish, 
oxidize the silver with liver-of-sulfur, 
and gently brush with the steel wool 
to bring out definition. 

Lori Anderson started Lori Anderson 
Designs as a way for a stay-at-home mom to 
express her creativity amidst diapers and the 
Teletubbies. With a diverse work background that 
includes the Air Force, high-level Info Tech mar-
keting and sales, and a degree in Biology from the 
University of Virginia, Lori has finally found her 
niche in the artisan jewelry world.
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Leather Loops
Wire wrap a funky leather bracelet.

j o d i  L .  B o M B a r d i e r

Tools & suppliEs
20-gauge half round, half hard wire, approximately 5'
2mm thick Greek leather cord, approximately 4'
Toggle clasp
16-gauge 5mm jump rings, 2
Flush cutters
Chain nose pliers
round nose pliers

Photo of finished piece by Jim lawson;  
all other photos courtesy  
of the author.

Wire TiPs
•  the first bend you create is 

smaller than the remaining 
bends, because it has two 
wraps for the placement 
of the jump ring. the 
remaining bends have one 
wrap at each end. if you 
choose to use a toggle, 
add this along with the toggle at the end.

•  to start your wire wrap on each loop, make a 
bend in the wire, and hook it around the loop. 
hold the small tail of the bent wire with your 
non-dominant hand, and make the wraps with 
your dominant hand. making the bend in the 
wire is an easy way to place the wire and gives 
you something to hold onto.

I love creating jewelry with leather and silver. I 
first made an all sterling version of this bracelet, 
after which I thought that it would be a very cool 
look if it were all in leather. I wanted this brace-
let be form-fitting to the wrist, and the amount 
of material in this tutorial is for a 6¾"  bracelet, 
including the hook.

The length of the Greek leather cord you’ll 
need is not only dependent upon how long you 
want your bracelet, but also how wide you want 
it to be. The overall width of my bracelet is 1". I 
did not cut a long piece of leather, but worked off 
a spool.  For purposes of this tutorial, I measured 
my leather on the spool every 1' to get the length 
of leather cord used for the project. I suggest 
always working off a spool of leather to make 
this bracelet, because if you cut it and are too 
short on leather to finish the bracelet…well, need 
I say more?
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resource
Leather cord from B. Toucan, inc., 
btoucan.com.

1) Cut 1' of 20g wire. Bend the leather at 1", and wrap in the middle of the 
bend. To be consistent, always wrap four times to show on the front, and 
pinch the wire ends on the back. Before snipping each end of the wire, gently 
squeeze the wrap with chain nose pliers to flatten it on the leather. Flush 
cut the wire ends as closely as possible to the leather, and with the tip of the 
chain nose pliers, squeeze down on the ends of the wire, to eliminate any 
sharp edges. 

2) Wrap the end of the leather, leav-
ing enough space in between the 
middle wrap and this wrap to place a 
jump ring. 

3) Add a ring in between the two 
wraps you just made. This will be the 
eye for a hook.

4) Bend the leather around, and 
wrap the end of the leather to the top 
of the first bend you made.

5) Repeat Step 4 to make the next 
bend. Continue making bends until 
the bracelet is the desired length. Cut 
1' pieces of wire to bind the bends as 
you go.

6) When the bracelet is the desired 
length, finish this end in the same 
manner as the first. Bend the leather 
around to form the final loop, and 
wrap in the middle of the bend.

Jodi L. BomBArdier is a self-taught jewelry 
designer, who discovered wire wrapping about three 
years ago, and knew that she had found her niche. 
Her jewelry is currently sold in stores in Arizona and 
Utah. Please visit her Web site at Jewels-By-Jules.
com for more designs, and her blog at Online-Wire-
Wrapping-Instructions.com for helpful hints and tips, 
free and low-cost tutorials. E-mail Jodi@Jewels-By-
Jules.com.

7) Place the last wrap on the leather 
to the previous bend, and cut the 
leather from the spool. Thread a ring 
through the loop. Attach the toggle 
or hook.  
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These earrings evolved while 
I was experimenting with 
the Egyptian scroll design. 

The bottom half is based on 
that design, but I wanted to 
make a pair of earrings, and 

incorporate the growing trend 
of wire wrapping beads into 

the design.

Nicole Earrings
Coiled and spiraled, with colorful wrapped briolettes.

s u s a n  o L i v i o

Tools & suppliEs
20-gauge half hard wire, 24"
26-gauge dead soft wire, 60"
11mm x 5.5mm crystal briolettes, 2
4mm Czech fire-polished faceted 

round beads, 4
round nose pliers
Flat nose pliers
Chain nose pliers
Flush cutters
Metal file
Large marker (for a mandrel)
earwires

Photo of finished piece by Jim 
lawson; all other photos courtesy  
of the author.

1) Cut four 6" lengths of 20g wire, 
and file the ends smooth. Coil an 18" 
piece of 26g wire around one of the 
20g wires. Use round nose pliers to 
create a wrapped loop on one end of 
the 20g wire to form an eyepin. Slide 
the coiled wire up to the eyepin, leav-
ing a small gap.

2) Bend the coiled part of the wire 
around the marker.

http://shop.beadingdaily.com/jewelryprojects
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3) Close the hoop by wrapping the 
20g wire just below the wrapped loop 
made in Step 1. Use pliers to adjust 
the eyepin, to ensure it’s facing 
forward.

4) Use round nose pliers to start a 
spiral on the end of the excess 20g 
wire. Switch to flat nose pliers to fin-
ish it. Rotate the spiral so it’s in front 
of the large loop. 

5) Take a second 6" piece of 20g wire. 
Form spirals on both ends, making 
sure they are the same size. 

6) When the measurement of the 
spiraled piece is approximately 1¾", 
grasp the center of the wire with the 
thickest part of the round nose pli-
ers, and fold the piece in half.  

7) Switch to flat or chain nose pliers, 
and squeeze the wires together, close 
to the spirals. 

8) Place the coiled piece in the jaws 
of flat nose pliers about 1⁄3" from the 
spirals. Fold the end down, but don’t 
close it all the way. 

9) Hook the spiraled piece from Step 
8 over the piece created in Steps 1–3. 
The spirals should be in the front. 
Center the double spiraled piece, and 
flatten to secure. 

susAn oLivio has been making jewelry for about 10 years, and loves the journey of experimenta-
tion and designing new pieces. She is self-taught and have experimented with many techniques, 
including sheet metal and soldering. She recently rediscovered Eni Oken’s work, and she inspired Susan 
to rethink wire. She creates projects and tutorials, which you can find on her Web site make101.com.

10) Take a 6" piece of 26g wire, and 
thread on a briolette. Attach the wire 
to the earring component, and finish 
the wrapped loop. Wrap the briolette 
using all of the remaining wire.

11) Take a 3" piece of 26g wire and 
form a very small loop with round 
nose pliers. Switch to flat or chain 
nose pliers, and squash the loop to 
form a headpin. 

12) Thread a 4mm briolette onto the 
wire, begin a wrapped loop, and repeat 
Step 10. Repeat for the other 4mm 
briolette on the other side. Thread an 
earwire through the top loop. Repeat 
Steps 1–12 for the other earring.  

http://shop.beadingdaily.com/jewelryprojects
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This pendant is the best piece in my Spiral Collection. I wanted to 
create something different—elegant, yet simple, and beautiful to wear 

out. The best part about this project is that you can make it from 
recycled material and it’s easy to make!

Diamante Locks
Coil silk around wire for a mixed media gem.

a L i ya  s H a F q aT

Tools & suppliEs
18mm crystal rhinestone rivoli  
18-gauge silver wire, 12"
Pink silk thread, six 2' strands
Chain-nose pliers
Transparent glue (uHu brand)
necklace chain with bail or jump 

ring

FinishEd sizE
2½" (6.35 cm)

TEchniquEs
odd-count peyote stitch
netting

Photo of finished piece by Jim 
lawson; all other photos courtesy  
of the author.

http://shop.beadingdaily.com/jewelryprojects


More wonderful beadwork projects are available at shop.beadingdaily.com/jewelryprojects

page 8
© F+W Media, inc. all rights reserved. F+W Media grants perMission For any or all pages in this issue to be copied For personal use.

Wire TiP
i have used 6 strands 
together because i am 
using silk thread, and to 
work with a single strand 
is quite difficult. if your 
thread is coarse or you are 
using any other medium, 
adjust the strand amount 
accordingly.

1) Sketch your spiral shape or use the 
one provided. The wires curve over 
and under each other as noted in 
this sketch. 

6) Use a bail or jump ring to attach 
the pendant to the necklace chain. 

ALiyA shAfqAt is a textile designer from 
Pakistan. Her jewelry collection is textile-based—
soft to the touch, and beautiful to look at. All of 
her pieces are available in any size and color. She 
is working as the Incharge in the Creation Depart-
ment in the textile industry. She is interested in 
graphic design and jewelry-making. You may 
contact Aliya at aliya.shafqat@gmail.com or view 
her collection at www.facebook.com/pages/Tex-
tile-Jewellary/225691400011.

4) Continue wrapping, covering the whole wire with the thread, so no part of 
the base is visible. Do not stop wrapping as it will unravel. For your conve-
nience, you can change the curves a bit, and reshape once you are finished 
with the wrapping. When you reach the end of the wire, use transparent glue 
to join the end of the threads, so they are not visible.

5) Glue the crystal in place where the 
end of the front wire curves into a 
circular shape.

2) Using chain-nose pliers, bend the 
wire into the shape shown. Check 
the curves by placing the piece over 
the sketch. 

3) Gather the 6 strands of thread 
together and make a ⅓" (10mm) 
fold on one end. Place the folded 
end against the end of the wire and 
immediately start wrapping over 
it. This will give you a nice, finished 
end. 

http://shop.beadingdaily.com/jewelryprojects
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Cerulean Falls
d a n i e L L e  F o x

This necklace is marked by a mixture of bluish gray 
stones cascading down a piece of chain that ends 

in a pretty flower pendant. And it’s as simple as it is 
stylish—just form six wrapped loops and open and 

close four jump rings—that’s it!

Materials
1 smoky topaz 4×2mm rondelle
2 labradorite 12×10mm faceted 

briolettes
2 kyanite 8–10×12–15mm nuggets
1 chalcedony 15×22mm faceted 

nugget
1 Thai silver 27×40mm flower pen-

dant
1 Thai silver 13mm irregularly 

shaped ring 
1 sterling silver 7×17mm marquis-

shaped lobster clasp
1 Thai silver 22-gauge 2" flower-

end head pin
2 sterling silver 22-gauge 2" ball-

end head pins
1 sterling silver 24-gauge 2" ball-

end head pin
4 sterling silver 6mm jump rings
16" of sterling silver 5×9mm oval 

chain
6" of sterling silver 22-gauge wire

tools
Wire cutters
Chain-nose pliers
Flat-nose pliers
round-nose pliers

technique
• Wireworking

Finished size
15½"

http://shop.beadingdaily.com/jewelryprojects
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1)  Use 1 jump ring to attach one end 
of 1" of chain to the pendant. 
Repeat to attach the other end of 
the chain to the irregularly 
shaped ring.

2)  Use 1 jump ring to attach one end 
of 14½" of chain to the irregularly 
shaped ring. Repeat to attach the 
other end of the chain to the 
clasp.

3)  Use the 24-gauge head pin to 
string the chalcedony nugget; 
f o r m  a  w ra pp e d  l o o p  th a t 
attaches to the first link of the 
chain above the pendant.

4)  Use a 22-gauge ball-end head pin 
to string 1 kyanite nugget; form a 
wrapped loop that attaches to 

the next chain link. Use 3" of wire 
to form a wrapped-loop bail with 
1 labradorite briolette that 
attaches to the same link.

5)  Repeat Step 4, attaching the 
kyanite dangle to the next chain 
link, and the labradorite dangle 
to the jump ring that joins the 
link to the irregularly shaped 
ring. Use the flower-end head 
pin to string the smoky topaz 
rondelle; form a wrapped loop 
that attaches to the link with 
the last kyanite dangle. ✦

dAnieLLe fox is editor of Stringing maga-
zine. She welcomes your feedback at dfox@
interweave.com.

resources
Check your local bead shop 
or contact: Labradorite: anil 
Kumar, (510) 498-8455. Kya-
nite: elan, ellenwells@mac.
com. Chalcedony: desert 
Gems, (303) 426-4411, www.
desertgemsinc.com. Thai silver 
pendant, ring, and flower-end 
head pin: shiana, www.shiana.
com. Clasp: Fusionbeads.com, 
(888) 781-3559. Chain: Beading 
House, (877) 496-8663, www.
beadinghouse.com.
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Gypsy Wire Bangle
j a n i C e  B e r K e B i L e

This bracelet was made using a figure-eight technique 
borrowed from coiled-wire basketry and applied to large-gauge 

wire. The base wire is wrapped with coils of fine silver wire 
and loops are formed along the way from which a multitude of 

pearls and crystals dangle for movement and sparkle.

MaTERials
33 foil-lined 6–8mm dichroic glass 

rounds
5 green 9×10mm pressed-glass 

ovals
38 assorted silver bead caps
12" of sterling silver 14-gauge wire
6' of fine silver 18-gauge wire
38 sterling silver 1" ball-end 

head pins or 76" of fine silver 
22-gauge wire to make your own 
head pins

Cup of cool water
Liver of sulphur or blackening solu-

tion

Tools
round-nose pliers
Chain-nose pliers
Long round-nose pliers
Butane torch (if making your own 

head pins)
solderite pad
Tweezers
Chasing hammer 
Pounding block and pad
Marker
Measuring tape
jeweler’s rouge and buffing tools

techniques
• Wireworking

Finished size
7½"

http://shop.beadingdaily.com/jewelryprojects
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1) Base wire. Use the widest sec-
tion of the jaws of the long round-nose 
pliers to form a simple loop at the 
very end of the 14-gauge wire. Use the 
marker to mark 11 points on the wire, 
one every 1 ⁄2".

2) Coils. Leaving a 11 ⁄2" tail at the 
start next to the simple loop, coil the 
18-gauge wire tightly around the base 
until you reach the first mark, about 13 
coils.

3) loops. Hold the round-nose pliers 
at the top of the base wire, so the coil-
ing wire is about 3 ⁄4" from the tip. Coil 
the wire in the opposite direction all 
the way around one jaw of the pliers; 
continue around to the other side of 
the base wire, forming a figure eight 
(Figure 1).

4) Work coils and loops for about 6”. 
Bend the coiled base wire into a circle 
and fit it around your wrist to test the 
size; keep in mind that the clasp will 
take up about 3 ⁄4” from the ends of the 
coils. If in doubt, make the bangle 
smaller—you can always add jump 
rings to extend it.

5) Clasp. With the coil tight to the 
first base loop, use the chain-nose 
pliers to make a 90° bend at the other 
end of the base wire to lock the coil 
in place. Use the widest point of the 
round-nose pliers to turn the end of 
the base wire into a simple loop that 
will interlock with the first loop (Figure 

2). Cut off the beginning tail and the 
excess coiling wire.

6) Pound each base-wire loop with the 
head of the chasing hammer, then flip 
the hammer over to use the peen side 
to distress the metal.

7) Head pins. Set up the torch on a 
noncombustible solderite pad. Cut 2” of 
fine silver wire for each head pin. Hold 
the wire with tweezers as you place 
one end of the wire into the flame until 
it balls up. Place in water until cool. 
Repeat for all 2” pieces of wire.

8) Use 1 head pin to string 1 bead and 
1 bead cap; form a wrapped loop that 
attaches to one of the coiling-wire 
loops. Repeat to attach three bead 
dangles to each loop. Add an additional 
pressed-glass oval/bead cap dangle to 
every other coiling-wire loop.

9) Place the bracelet in a liver of sul-
phur or blackening solution. Rinse and 
buff. ✦

JAnice BerkeBiLe has always loved Japanese 
design, the organic forms and textures found in 
nature, and the sinuous lines typical of the art nou-
veau movement. She draws from these inspirations 
for the designs in her wire art.

Figure 2

Figure 1

resources
Check your local bead shop for any 
of these materials or contact: all 
materials: Beads & Beyond, (425) 
462-8992.
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5 Tips for Getting Started with Wire
j e n n i F e r  v a n B e n s C H o T e n

Sixteen mangled rocks later, I discovered 
that I wasn’t so good at wire-wrapping, 
and I gave up. When I started getting into 
beadwork a few years later, I shied away 
from any project with wire because of my 
past experiences with it. Then a beading 
friend showed me just how easy it was 
to create wire-wrapped loops and make 
my own jump rings. Eureka! I realized 
that yes, I could still do simple wire work 
and create lovely and unique handmade 
components to accent all of my beaded 
creations! Then I tried Viking knit with 
colored craft wire, and, well, I was totally 
hooked. The infusion of color into my fin-
ished beadwork was just what I needed 
to give my work a signature look, and I’ve 
now become a wire convert!

If you’re ready to jump into making your 
own wire jewelry findings, here are a 
few tips from the Boy-I-Wish-I-Knew-
This-Before-I-Started department:

1. Practice with craft wire. Before you 
go diving in with the expensive precious 
metal wire, practice your techniques on 
inexpensive copper or brass craft wire. 

You won’t waste anything if you make 
a mistake, and one of the nice things 
about craft wire is that it comes in a 
wide range of colors. Make up a few wire 
jewelry findings with colored craft wire 
to add an unexpected bit of color to your 
jewelry-making projects!

Knowing which wire tool to use for 
which task can be crucial. Always buy 
the highest-quality tools that you can 
afford!

2. Buy the best tools you can afford. 
I’ve heard this from many other jewelry 

artists, and they are all right. When I 
first started making beaded jewelry, I 
used cheap wire working tools. They 
were fine at first, but as I started to 
do more and more beading and wire 
jewelry-making projects with them, 
my hands started to hurt. When 
I finally invested in a great set of 
European-made wire working tools, 
the difference was like night and day. 
Ergonomic tools are even better if you 
do lots of repetitive-motion activities 
like making wrapped loops and open-
ing jump rings.

3. Protect your eyes. You wouldn’t 
necessarily think about protecting 
your eyes when making wire jewelry, 
but flying bits of wire coming from 
your wire cutters can pose a danger to 
your eyes. To minimize the risk to your 
eyes, either wear a pair of lightweight 
plastic safety glasses (available at any 
hardware store) or make sure that you 
cover your wire with one hand while 
cutting with the other. Don’t learn the 
hard way on this one - your eyesight is 
too important!

Some of the colored wire I use to make jewelry.
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Knowing which wire tool to use for which 
task can be crucial. Always buy the 
highest-quality tools you can afford!

When I was in high school, I got bit by the jewelry-
making bug. I had been experimenting with making 
jewelry from beads, paper, fibers, buttons and anything 
else I could get my hands on. A friend of mine was doing 
a lot of wire-wrapping with polished rocks and stones, 
and her pieces looked so beautiful that I just had to give 
it a try. So I bought some tools and some wire and a 
book about wire wrapping and sat down to teach myself 
how to do wire-wrapping.
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4. Work right from the spool. When 
you do finally go in and start work-
ing with precious metal wire, you can 
minimize waste by working right from 
the spool or coil of wire. Instead of 
cutting larger pieces of wire that might 
leave you with unusable leftovers, just 
start working right on the end of your 
spool or coil of wire.

5. Use the right tool for the job. After 
you’ve invested in a good set of wire 
working tools, you’ll want to make sure 
that you know what each tool is for and 
how to use it. As a general rule, don’t 
use your regular wire cutters for things 
like memory wire - the memory wire is 
too stiff and will ruin your cutters. If 
you think you’ll be doing a lot of work 
with memory wire, invest in a special 
pair of memory wire cutters. Your 
hands (and your regular wire cutters) 
will thank you!

If you want more great tips and infor-
mation about working with wire, visit 
our new Wire Jewelry Making Topics 
Page here on Beading Daily. You’ll find 
some handy information for getting 
the most out of your wire working tools 
and supplies, as well as comprehen-
sive lists of all the great resources like 
books, magazines and videos available 
all about making wire jewelry! And if 
you’re looking for a great starter refer-
ence book, you definitely need to check 
out Denise Peck’s new book, Handcraft-
ed Wire Findings. Denise shows you 
how to create your own wire jewelry 
clasps and wire earring findings with 
clear, easy-to-follow directions and 
photographs.

Have you ventured into the wonder-
ful world of wire jewelry findings yet? 
What have you learned that you want 
to share with others who are just start-
ing to work with wire? Share your tips 
and hints here on the blog!

Bead Happy,
Jennifer

fi nish it 
 your way

Take your jewelry to 
the next level with over 
30 custom clasps, jump 
rings, ear wires, bails, 
and more.

Handcrafted Wire Findings 
Techniques and Designs for Custom 
Jewelry Components 
Denise Peck and Jane Dickerson 
ISBN 978-1-59668-283-2 • 128 pages • $22.95

http://shop.beadingdaily.com/jewelryprojects
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The Well-Stocked Tool Box:  
Tools for Wire Wrapping (And More!)

j e n n i F e r  v a n B e n s C H o T e n

You’d never know it, but when I got serious about jewelry-mak-
ing back in college, I started out by doing wire work! Yes, when I 
began my journey into jewelry-making, I went out and bought a 
book and tool set that was all about wire wrapping.

I still have that tool set, and for the most part, they still serve 
me well. I did splurge on a couple of new tools when I wanted to 
improve my wire wrapping skills, and when I did, I made sure 
that I had done my homework so that I knew what I was buying 
and for what purpose I would use each tool.

There are a few basic kinds of wire wrapping tools that 
you need to have handy, even if you don’t do any serious wire 
wrapping. I’ve found that having a complete set of tools is a 
definite plus when I’m assembling my beaded jewelry, even 
if the only wire work that I do is making a couple of wrapped 
loops or eye pins!

Round-nose pliers: These pliers have 
tapered jaws that are perfectly round 
and smooth. Your round-nose pliers 
are used for making loops in wire. Be 
careful when using them for other 
wire wrapping tasks, as the jaws can 
leave marks and dings in your precious 
metal wire.

Chain-nose pliers: These pliers have 
tapered jaws with rounded outsides 
and flat insides. They are particularly 
useful for manipulating wire and other 
jewelry-making items like jump rings 
and sometimes crimp beads. (Chain 
nose pliers are also your best bet for 
wiggling that beading needle through 
a tight spot!)

Flat-nose pliers: These pliers have 
slightly tapered jaws that are wide and 
flat on both outside and inside. If you 
need to get a grip (on your wire) when 
making spirals and other wire shapes, 

Round-
nose pliers

Chain-nose 
pliers

Flat-nose 
pliers
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these are the best tools for the job. Use 
them with a pair of chain-nose pliers 
for opening and closing jump rings.

Flat round-nose pliers: My personal 
favorite tool for wire wrapping, bead-
ing and jewelry-making, these pliers 
have one jaw that looks like it came 
from a pair of round-nose pliers and 
one jaw that looks like it came from 
a pair of flat-nose pliers. The added 
bonus with some of these pliers is that 
they have notches marked along the 
flat-nose jaw for consistently-sized 
loops. These are my go-to pliers for 
jewelry-making and wire wrapping 
tasks because they don’t usually leave 
any dents in my precious metal wire!

Wire straighteners: More than any-
thing, I’m always terrified of poking out 
my eye on a piece of wayward coiled 
wire. To get those crazy wire curls 
under control when you’re pulling wire 
off a spool, run it through these nylon-
jaws pliers a few times. And if you 
make a mistake when you’re bending 

spirals) and turn them into beautiful 
wire wrapped jewelry! It only takes a 
few minutes to download your eBook 
onto your desktop or laptop computer, 
and there’s no charge for shipping and 
no waiting for a delivery. (It’s almost-
instant gratification!)

Do you have a favorite wire wrapping 
tool? Share it with us here on the blog!

Bead Happy,
Jennifer

Flat round-
nose pliers

Wire  
straighteners

Flush cutters 
and super flush 
cutters

and shaping your wire, you can easily 
smooth out a kink in your wire by 
pinching and pulling the wire straight 
with these handy pliers.

Flush cutters and super flush cut-
ters: Flush cutters are used for cutting 
wire. If you didn’t already know this, 
you can use flush cutters to cut either 
flat ends or angled ends on your wire. 
To cut a flat end, insert the wire into the 
cutters through the flat side. To get an 
angled cut on your wire, insert the wire 
through the concave side of the cutters.

So, go take a look at what you have 
in your beading or jewelry-making 
toolbox. I’ll bet you have most (if not 
all) of these tools already! Are you 
ready to see what these tools are 
capable of doing? You don’t have to 
wait much longer: download your copy 
of the Jewelry Studio: Wire Wrapping 
eBook and you can be learning all 
about making beautiful wire wrapped 
jewelry in just minutes. Find out how 
to take your basic wire work skills 
(like making wrapped loops and wire 
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