FROMTHE EDITOR | Madelyn van der Hoogt

ome days there is an elephant in my office. He’s here today and he’s called Let-

ter from the Editor. That’s why I’'m busy removing the plastic pads under my of-

fice chairs and using a little steel wool and lemon oil to smooth out the scratch-
es on the cherry floor underneath them.

I’'m not a procrastinator. I make lists and I do what’s on them. I especially like check-
ing things off. I usually do the fun and/or easy things first. If my list says: Clean garage,
Write article, Train dog, Write thank-you notes, Exercise, Go to grocery store, I'll be
in the car and on my way in the blink of an eye.

Sometimes there is an item on my list that I really don’t want to do. It’s either too
hard or it requires too many sub-steps that are not actually listed. Examples might be:
Remodel kitchen. Landscape yard. Even Warp loom. In fact, a task as small as Change
sheets has more to it than the simple verb Change implies. But you don’t usually write
on your list: Take off first pillowcase, take off second pillowcase, take off top sheet,
etc., though now that I think of it, I'd be tempted to do this so there would be more
items to check off.

If there is something big and hard on my list that absolutely has to be done and has
a deadline imposed from the outside (unlike Remodel kitchen), I become highly en-
ergized at doing everything else on the list. The elephant is invisible to me as I effi-
ciently check off the other tasks item by item. If Warp ten looms is on my list to get
them ready for a class that is about to arrive, I can be found making beautiful arrange-
ments of all my cones of yarn or going through catalogs to order more cones in colors
I don’t have. Or building new shelves for them.

You can’t tell what I should be doing by what I am doing. They are almost never the
same thing. What I really wish is that someone would give me something worse/harder
to do than the other things on my list. Then their task would become the elephant I pre-
tend not to see, and in order not to do whatever they gave me, I would get all the other
tasks done. It would have to turn out, of course, that I didn’t really have to do theirs.

For my current list, another wish I always have was granted for the first time. After seven
years of regular visits to my office by the Letter from the Editor elephant, magazine proofs
were marooned in Indianapolis by a snowstorm, postponing the ever-before immutable go-
to-press date for two whole days. This means my office floor is scratch free, but I've been

living with the letter-from-the-Editor elephant longer than usual. >’L it p
«

If you have an article idea or a project to share, send a photo or slide and a brief
proposal or description to Madelyn van der Hoogt, PO Box 1228, Coupeville, WA
98239, or e-mail her at madelynv@interweave.com. Note that your submission does
not have to be related to an issue theme. Themes are a focus only—if you have a
great idea or an especially successful project, we’d love to share it with our readers.
Send submissions six months before the issue date. For more information about fu-
ture themes, visit: ww.interweave.com/weave/handwoven_magazine/future_issue.asp.

May/June 2007: Pick a Palette (weaving inspired by palettes from paintings, photos,
interior design or fashion magazines, nature, color and fashion forecasts, etc.)

September/October 2007: A Mixed Bag (bags of all types—totes, clutches, purses—
and a mixed bag of techniques and types of items)

November/December 2007: Two for One (multiple projects on one warp—awarp the
loom one time and weave a variety of different pieces)

January/February 2008: Weft-faced Weaves (rugs, runners, wall-hangings, and more)

March/April 2008: Fabrics for Interiors (coordinated textiles to decorate a room:
living room, dining room, kitchen, bedroom, or bathroom.)
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