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N o t i o n s

To all who met our Crocheted-Lace Challenge from the May/June issue, many thanks. 
More than eighty readers representing thirty-one states, three Canadian provinces, 

as well as Gibraltar, England, Scotland, Germany, and New Zealand responded. Our  
recap begins on page 19. The results are amazing. The challenge was so well received, in 
fact, and so much fun that we enlisted frequent PieceWork contributor Nancy Nehring 
to issue a second one (see pages 22 and 23). Get those hooks ready!

Now, on to our next challenge, the 2010 edition of PieceWork Magazine Presents the 
Excellence in Needle Arts Awards. Heart-shaped ornaments for any occasion are  
the theme. We’re publishing Ann Budd’s two knitted examples (page 42) as inspiration 
for the contest, but you’ll find that they’re also a terrific, quick-to-make gift idea for the 
upcoming holidays. The contest’s grand-prize winner will receive $500, and first-place 
winners in four categories—knitting or crochet, needlework (embroidery, cross-stitch, 
bead embroidery, and needlepoint), lacemaking or tatting, and quilting—will each re-
ceive $200 in products, all provided by our generous sponsors. We’ll feature the winners 
in the July/August 2010 issue and showcase them at several venues later in the year. For 
details, visit our website: pieceworkmagazine.com; the deadline is April 1. The entries 
for our previous contests—pincushions in 2008 and brooches this year—were stellar. 
We can hardly wait to see your ornaments!

It seems as though we were working on the January/February 2009 issue just a few 
weeks ago, but here we are, putting the finishing touches on the January/February 2010 
issue, our fourth annual special issue on historical knitting. March/April’s look at 
“Everyday Textiles from the Past” is nearly in final form as well. Here’s what we’ll be 
working on for the rest of the year:
• May/June 2010—The Magic and Mystery of Lace

Lace in its various forms—tatted, needle, bobbin, knitted, crocheted—has adorned 
and brightened for centuries. It has also been a catalyst for intrigue, higher taxes, and 
war. This issue will celebrate beautiful lace and its makers; if you have a personal story 
about a knitted lace bridal veil, a bobbin-lace shawl, a crocheted-lace collar, a tatted 
edging, or a needle-lace insert, please share it with your fellow PieceWork readers. 
Submission deadline: December 1, 2009.
• July/August 2010—Samplers

Before pattern books became widely available, needleworkers recorded their stitches, 
patterns, and motifs on samplers and in bound sample books. This issue will examine 
knitted, crocheted, embroidered, and lace samplers and books and explore the lives of 
the makers and how they used their samples. Submission deadline: February 1, 2010.
• September/October 2009—Handwork in Literature

Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm, Jane Austen’s novels, the Little House series, “A Child’s 
Garden of Verses,” and Sandra Cisneros’s Caramelo are just a few examples of literary 
works that refer to needlework. We’re looking for compelling examples with a project 
based on each cited technique. Submission deadline: April 1, 2010.
• November/December 2009—Timeless Threads

Before mechanization, who made thread and how did they do it? What are the 
earliest examples of thread for knitting, lacemaking, embroidery, and crochet? What 
are the stories behind the makers of those threads? Submission deadline: June 1, 
2010.

If you have a submission for any of these four issues, we would love to hear from 
you. Our contact information is in the masthead at right; our Contributor Guidelines 
are available on our website.

As 2009 draws to a close, I send my best wishes to each of you for holidays and a 
new year filled with peace and joy.
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