
I’m talking color, favorite color. (And, of course, my 
druthers are reinforced by the fact that green also signi-

fies eco-everything.) You can wheel me around any bead shop or bead show, and the 
first bead colors I’m drawn to are inevitably green. Olive, lime, pine, bronze-green, 
and more. But if I take time to savor the entire palette of beads I see, I’ll wander to 
blues of all intensities, over to deep reds and oranges and, before I know it, I’m even 

considering purples or fuchsias. From this point, there’s 
no telling what my next color magnet will be. Not much 
different from a walk in a garden!

There are so many ways to approach color in our 
designs. Sometimes complementary colors are what we 
crave—like the green and red in Melinda Barta’s Flirty 
Framboise necklace (page 32). Or maybe high-contrast 
and reversed palettes make the dramatic statement we 
intend, as in eighteen-year-old Scarlett Lanson’s debut 

design, Nautical Star (page 52). Then again, Daeng Weaver’s brilliant cover necklace, 
with its glowing pinks and golds, gives us a feminine palette (page 44). And isn’t that 
why we love color? It takes us anywhere and everywhere.

In addition to the color-play journeys in this issue, you’ll find a couple of time-travel 
opportunities as well. Steampunk, a hot new trend that mixes past and future—offers 
your imagination a great off-road design adventure (page 58). Plus bead artist Maggie 
Meister presents a Master Class that has us stitch our way back to Byzantium. I love 
how completely beads transport us to worlds green as Oz, ancient as time!

Happy beading,

�      beadworkmagazine.com
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Going Green

What’s Cookin’ in the Beadwork Office?
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• �Re:design We’re excited to reveal the fresh, new look of Beadwork in our 
forthcoming December 2008/January 2009 issue! Please let us know how you 
like it (beadwork@interweave.com).

• �S o M a n y  W i n n e r s !  Celebrate the holidays by buying Bead Star, the first-
ever, contest-based beading magazine. On newsstands starting December 23, all 
projects were all chosen by about 10,000 readers on beadingdaily.com. Feast on the 
possibilities and get ready to enter your own winning designs in 2009!

• �Super Semiprecious   Do you love using semiprecious stones in 
your handmade jewelry? Create Jewelry: Stones by Marlene Blessing and 
Jamie Hogsett features fabulous designs and facts + stories that celebrate 
the joy of stones. The new book, third in Interweave’s Create Jewelry series, 
is available in bookstores and bead stores now. See our featured  
project excerpt on page 64 (Earth and Sky earrings).

• �Santa Fe, Here We Come Plan to join us in a premier  
jewelry and art capital for four days of bead immersion at BeadFest  
Santa Fe, March 12–15, 2009. Exceptional beads, inspiring classes,  
and unique events await you. Find details at beadfest.com.


