
Sometimes talking about what you 
love to do is almost as good as the 

activity itself. I used to soak in the fun when my mom and her friends would have 
their monthly sewing circle. They always kept their hands busy with needle and thread, 
but I think their mouths were in the lead. So many stories, so little time! And isn’t 
any good book club all about the detours—telling your friends about the way the lead 

character in the novel reminded you of your first love, or 
that the setting was just the way you remember Tuscany, 
or how the sheer suspense of it pushed you to eat a whole 
package of malted milk balls?

It’s fun to talk about beading, whether you’re raving 
about a great new bead artist, telling how you puzzled 
through some tough instructions, describing the break-
through day when you finally felt the joy of beadweaving, 
or discussing the best way to sell your work. The Bead-

ing Daily forum that launched recently has given me the chance to hear your stories 
as you tell them (beadingdaily.com/forums). And there is no shortage of topics and 
viewpoints. A couple of beaders mentioned how much they like the hand-drawn look 
of our project illustrations. Those continue to this day, thanks to the talents of former 
staff editor Dustin (“Bead Boy”) Wedekind. This issue, Dustin is our featured Master 
Class artist (see page 24). You won’t want to miss both his story and his wonderful 
square-stitch project.

And from the United Kingdom, frequent contributor Lynn Davy—and someone 
whose posts you’ll find on the Beading Daily forums—is the artist behind The Big 
Apple project on our cover. Guess what? She got some great creative feedback on 
developing her design from beaders on a forum. A good place to wrap this up is to 
point you to the best thing: That would be beading. We hope this issue’s projects will 
inspire you to try stitches you haven’t, bead a project that has your creative touch, or 
tell us what you’re still looking for but haven’t found in the way of beadwork that feeds 
your spirit!

Happy beading (and posting!),
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The Next Best Thing

What’s Cookin’ in the Beadwork Office? For advertising information, call Marilyn C. 
Koponen at (877) 613-4613, e-mail marilynk@
interweave.com.

For sales information, call (800) 272-2193, e-mail 
sales@interweave.com. Visit the Interweave web-
site at interweave.com. 

For editorial inquiries, call (970) 669-7672, e-mail  
beadwork@interweave.com.
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SANTA FE TRAIL: We’re back in Santa Fe with BeadFest Santa Fe, March 12–15, 2009. 
Don’t miss the chance to immerse yourself in beautiful beads and fabulous classes, all in the  

legendary arts community of Santa Fe, New Mexico. Go to beadfest.com for details.

MELINDA ROCKS 
We’re proud to announce the publica-
tion of an exciting new book, Custom 
Cool Jewelry, written by Melinda Barta, 
our managing editor for Beadwork and 
Stringing. You’ll find a delicious taste of 
one of her 200+ projects in our excerpt 
on page 68 (Cabochon Craze).

AMERICA VOTES
Bead Star is on newsstands December 
23! This is our first-ever contest-based 
magazine, filled with projects readers 
voted for on beadingdaily.com. See the 
prizes, check out the winning designs, 
and make plans to enter in 2009!


