
Season of Beauty

When I heard a recent radio interview with singer

Carly Simon about her new album of classic love

songs (she described it as “music to touch-dance to”), I

knew we had chosen the perfect holiday season projects

to accompany the romantic standards on Carly’s Moon-

light Serenade. Long before jewelry was mere “bling,” we

described our earrings, necklaces, bracelets, brooches, and

rings as opulent, sparkling, and, most of all, glamorous.

In this issue, you’ll find a trove of irresistible designs.

I don’t think we ever outgrow our attraction to all that glitters, especially dur-

ing the festive holiday season. All of us at Beadwork hope you’ll luxuriate in pro-

jects that feature some of our most lush beadworking ingredients—pearls,

semiprecious stones, and crystals. Along with jewelry that deserves a night out,

we explore our love affair with crystal beads, the way metal clay findings add the

artist’s touch to our bead projects, and how we continue to draw inspiration from

the timeless designs of vintage costume jewelry.

One of the gifts of this issue for me was researching costume-jewelry design.

My sources were rich. I looked more closely than ever at a few pieces I’ve collected

myself over the years, noting materials, techniques, and designs that remain cur-

rent. I also spent some fascinating hours with vintage jewelry expert Janetta Lobato

of Denver’s Somewhere In Time. She patiently explored cases of jewelry with me,

sharing her deep knowledge of treasures from various eras and lending great pieces

to photograph. Serendipity played a part in my research as well. Bead designer

Arlene Baker and I had a spirited conversation about vintage jewelry at Beadwork’s

recent Sonoma bead retreat. Not only do these pieces inspire Arlene’s designs, but

they fill many rooms and nooks and crannies of this ardent collector’s house. Don’t

miss her retro pearl brooch in this issue!

Winter holidays are a time of celebration. They are also a time when we toast

past, present, and future. To you, dear readers, we extend our warmest thanks for

your devotion to the art and craft of beads. Your passion and creativity stand at

the heart of our work.

Happy beading,
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What’s Cookin’ in the Beadwork Office?
• Beadwork’s Beaded Figure exhibit travels to the Loveland Museum for a winter
show, November 12, 2005, through January 29, 2006.

• Interweave Press recently raised $3,900 in relief funds for Hurricane Katrina victims
in its auction of handcrafted items. Our thanks to everyone who participated in this
event.

• Don’t miss our Fall 2005 Stringing issue (on newsstands until January 30, 2006)!
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