
 
 

Aspire Media Appoints New Chief Financial Officer  

Troy Wells, former Controller of Meredith Corporation’s Publishing Group, 
to assume the CFO role at Aspire Media and Interweave Press 

Loveland, Colo., October 31, 2007: Aspire Media, a leading multiplatform enthusiast media 
company, named Troy Wells as its new chief financial officer, effective today. Wells also will be a 
key member of Aspire Media’s executive team and will participate in the company’s overall 
strategic planning. He will work closely with the previous CFO Dianne Gates, who is transitioning 
to become the business manager for the fiber division at Aspire Media’s Interweave Press. As the 
fiber division business manager, Gates will manage the magazine and book publishing units and 
online business affairs.  
 
Wells joins Aspire Media from a twenty-year tenure at Meredith Corporation, where he worked in 
a number of key leadership posts in their financial division. Since 2000, he served as the 
controller of Meredith’s Publishing Group, where he managed all financial aspects of the group 
and provided financial oversight for Meredith’s magazine publishing, book and custom publishing 
units as well as their online businesses. Previously, Wells served as Meredith Corporation’s 
business director, business manager, accounting manager, financial analyst, and auditor.  
 
CEO Clay Hall says in making the announcement, "We are extremely pleased to welcome Troy to 
Aspire Media’s executive team. His strong financial background at a billion-dollar media company 
and his particular understanding of multiplatform media will be a terrific asset for Aspire Media as 
we continue to build the company. Troy’s past experience also will be invaluable when it comes to 
integrating acquisitions into the business—something we will be doing often over the next several 
years.”  
 
Hall adds, “As Aspire Media’s previous CFO, Dianne Gates provided the financial leadership that 
contributed to the company's strong record of performance. We are very grateful to Gates for her 
service in this role and we know she will excel as the business manager of the vibrant fiber 
division at Interweave Press, where she’ll be closer to the work she loves most—the operational 
aspects of the business.” Gates had been CFO of Interweave Press since September 2005. 
 
"This is a very exciting opportunity,” says Wells. “Aspire Media has accomplished a great deal 
over the past couple years and I’m looking forward to overseeing its continued success as its 
chief financial officer. And it is exciting to be starting a new chapter in my professional and 
personal life in beautiful Colorado. ” 
 
Wells is a certified public accountant and holds a bachelor of arts degree in accounting from 
Simpson College. A lifelong Iowan, Wells plans to relocate to the Loveland, Colorado area with 
his wife. They have two college-age children. 
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About Aspire Media LLC 
 
Aspire Media is a multiplatform enthusiast media company and an acquirer and operator of 
consumer enthusiast media. Aspire was founded by Clay B. Hall, an experienced publishing 
professional and former owner-operator of enthusiast magazines, with the backing of private 
equity firms Frontenac Company (www.frontenac.com) and Catalyst Investors 
(www.catalystinvestors.com). Aspire is actively pursuing acquisitions of enthusiast media 
companies that impart “how-to,” “where-to,” and “when-to” information to participants involved in 
crafts, hobbies, and certain other special interests. For more information on Aspire Media, please 
visit www.aspire-media.com or call (970) 613-6628. 
 
About Interweave Press LLC 
 
Interweave Press, a unit of Aspire Media, is one of the nation’s leading craft media companies, 
with businesses in magazine and book publishing, interactive media, broadcast programming, 
and events for craft enthusiasts. The Interweave Press Publishing Group features 15 subscription 
magazines and many more special interest publications. Interweave Press has more than 250 
books in print and annually publishes about 40 best-selling, how-to craft books on the same 
subjects as the company’s magazines. Additionally, Interweave Press operates eight annual craft 
enthusiast events and has an extensive Internet presence that includes nearly 30 websites.  
 
Linda Ligon founded the company in the 1970s when she began publishing Handwoven and 
Spin-Off magazines. Since then, the company has grown to employ more than 100 people 
throughout the country, with corporate headquarters located in Loveland, Colo. For more 
information on Interweave Press, please visit www.interweave.com or call (970) 669-7672. 
 
Contact for information:  
 
Jaime Guthals, Publicist 
Interweave Press 
JaimeG@interweave.com 
(502) 243-6834 
Cell (502) 387-2383 
 


