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For the complete newcomer to jewelry making, Step-By-Step Jewelry Workshop: Simple 

Techniques for Soldering, Wirework, and Metal Jewelry (Interweave Press, April 2008, $24.95) is a 

multi-technique guide covering a range of all the basics needed to create great-looking jewelry.  From 

setting up a workplace and planning designs to basic filing, sawing, and soldering skills, this guide has it 

all covered. A comprehensive tools and materials section reveals how to choose metals and stones, 

select and store useful materials, and start a beginner’s tool kit. With step-by-step photography of every 

technique—teaching everything from how to pierce metal, then file, solder, pickle, and clean and finish 

professionally—this comprehensive resource makes creating jewelry accessible and affordable.  

Techniques are interspersed with projects so that enthusiasts can create beautiful jewelry as they 

learn, from simple silver rings to elegant stone-set pendants. Diagrams give clarity for tricky stages, and 

there are examples of what can go wrong and how to fix the problem. Advice on practicing with 

inexpensive materials until skills are honed and tips on designing unique pieces are also inside, plus 

handy tips are scattered throughout.  

Projects include a simple pendant, simple chain necklace, simple silver ring,  forged ring, fretwork 

brooch, textured earrings, textured bangle, domed bracelet, riveted cufflinks, pendant with rub-over 

setting, strung necklace, and a multistrand necklace. The projects are interspersed with a variety of 

techniques including piercing, drilling, filing, soldering, finishing and polishing, annealing, using wire, 



twisting wire, forging, bending, texturing, doming, riveting, making findings, and using beads. The book is 

rounded out with a resource section that contains an idea file, a directory of gems, advice on purchasing 

materials from shops, dealers, and online, metal conversion charts and ring size charts, and a glossary of 

commonly used terms, plus suggestions for further reading. Step-By-Step Jewelry Workshop explains 

all the basic jewelry-making techniques with creative projects for the beginner.
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About the author:  Nicola Hurst earned a degree in jewelry making in 1990 and began her own jewelry-
making business five years later. She teaches adult evening classes to complete beginners as well as to 
more advanced makers. She also teaches private classes from her own workshop. Nicola's jewelry sells 
in galleries and shops throughout the United Kingdom. Visit Nicola’s website at www.nicolahurst.co.uk 

About Interweave Press LLC:  Interweave Press, a unit of Aspire Media, is one of the nation’s leading craft 
media companies with businesses in magazine and book publishing, interactive media, broadcast 
programming, and events for craft enthusiasts. The Interweave Press Publishing Group features 14 
subscription magazines and many more special interest publications. Interweave Press has more than 
250 books in print and annually publishes about 40 best-selling, how-to craft books on the same subjects 
as the company’s magazines. Additionally, Interweave Press operates eight annual craft enthusiast 
events and has an extensive Internet presence that includes nearly 30 websites.   

Linda Ligon founded the company in the 1970s when she began publishing Handwoven and Spin-Off
magazines. Since then, the company has grown to employ more than 100 people throughout the country, 
with corporate headquarters located in Loveland, Colo. For more information on Interweave Press, please 
visit interweave.com or call (970) 669-7672. 
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